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Some  Opposed 
To  NY  Sculpture 


©Greg  Day 

The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  appeared  in  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Freedom  Day  parade  last  June;  more 
recently,  they  poked  fun  at  fundamentalists  who  came  to  “save”  the  city. 

News  Analysis 

The  Week  The  Evangelists 
Tried  To  ‘Save  Sin  City’ 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

NEW  YORK  —  A  proposal  to 
place  a  statue  by  sculptor  George 
Segal  in  Christopher  Park  in 
Greenwich  Village  to  commemor¬ 
ate  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement, 
which  is  traditionally  regarded  as 
having  begun  in  the  Stonewall 
Riots  near  the  park  site,  has 
aroused  opposition  from  some  of 
the  general  community  in  the 
area,  as  well  as  from  some  gay 
persons. 

Dr.  Bruce  Voeller,  former  co¬ 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  and  a 
founder  of  the  Mariposa  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  commissioned  the 
sculpture,  believes  that  recent 
stories  in  the  New  York  Times  and 
Daily  News  have  exaggerated  the 
controversy,  which  he  blames  on 
homophobic  opposition  by  local 
residents  because  of  the  statue’s 
subject. 

But  two  other  area  gay  activists 
say  that  they  oppose  not  the  idea 
of  having  such  a  commemorative, 
but  the  particular  project  pro¬ 
posed  by  Mariposa  and  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  project  was 
brought  about. 

“It  [opposition  to  the  project] 
is  just  one  more  example  of  on¬ 
going  homophobia,”  Voeller  told 
GCN.  He  said  that  major  oppo¬ 
sition  came  from  persons  who 
claimed  that  they  were  not  op¬ 
posed  to  a  statue  commemorating 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  per 
ae,  but  who  felt  that  such  a  statue 
in  Christopher  Park  would  be 
“offensive.  They  said,  ‘Why  do 
you  have  to  have  it  in  such  a 
public  place?  Can’t  you  put  it 
down  by  the  waterfront,  where  it 
wouldn’t  be  so  obvious?’  1  was 
infuriated.” 

However,  Craig  Rodwell,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Oscar  Wilde  Me¬ 
morial  Bookshop  on  Christopher 
Street  near  the  park,  who  des¬ 
cribed  himself  as  having  been 
“active  almost  fulltime  in  the 
movement  for  nearly  20  years,” 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON  —  The  weekly  radio 
show  Gay  Way  has  been  canceled 
as  a  result  of  a  public  affairs  pro¬ 
gramming  overhaul  at  public 
radio  station  WBUR.  The  hour- 
long  show,  begun  by  Elaine  Noble 
and  Diana  Travis  in  1971, 
featured  interviews,  news,  current 
events,  music  and  audience  call- 
in. 

Many  other  public  affairs 
shows  have  been  canceled  or  shor¬ 
tened:  The  Struggle,  an  hour-long 
program  serving  the  black  com¬ 
munity,  has  been  shortened  to 
half  an  hour;  Elder  Review  has 
been  eliminated  altogether. 

Carol  Riisman,  WBUR  Public 
Affairs  director,  told  GCN  that 
the  information  and  news  which 
was  aired  on  Gay  Way  will  now  be 
worked  into  newly-created  6  to  8 
a.m.  and  4:30  to  7  p.m.  news 
slots.  (Previously,  music  was  aired 
at  these  times.)  WBUR,  manage¬ 
ment  has  invited  those  who 
worked  on  Gay  Way  to  contribute 
two  and  a  half  minute  clips  to 
these  early  morning  and  afternoon 
programs. 

According  to  Riisman,  adver¬ 
tising  surveys  show  10  times  as 
many  people  listen  to  the  radio 
during  the  day  —  especially  before 
and  after  work  —  than  in  the 
evening.  She  added  that  most 


told  GCN  that  he  was  “not 
opposed,  certainly,  to  the  idea  of 
having  some  kind  of  memorial  to 
Stonewall,  and  gay  liberation  in 
general,  in  that  area,”  but  that 
“the  properties  of  this  particular 
statue  1  don’t  feel  are  at  all  appro¬ 
priate.” 

The  sculpture  was  executed  by 
George  Segal,  who  is  not  gay.  It 
consists  of  a  16-foot  steel  bench 
and  four  life-size  white  bronze 
Figures.  Two  female  figures  are 
seated  near  the  middle  of  the 
bench,  and  two  male  figures  are 
standing  together  in  front  of  it. 

Rodwell  said  that  the  Figures  de¬ 
picted  in  the  sculpture  are  “not  in 
any  way”  representative  of  the  en¬ 
tire  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
“It  depicts  four  youngish,  white 
people.  And  one  of  our  major 
complaints  in  the  world  is  our  in¬ 
visibility  —  the  fact  that  we’re 
ignored  so  often.  And  if  we  turn 
around  and  do  that  to  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  own  community 
[Third  World  persons,  persons  of 
other  age  groups],  we  don’t  have 
much  grounds  to  gripe  about 
being  ignored  by  the  larger  com¬ 
munity.” 

Voeller,  however,  feels  that 
there  is  “no  basis  whatever  for 
judging  their  [the  figures’]  ethni¬ 
city.  I  can  see  no  way  in  a  bronze 
sculpture  how  you  can  tell 
whether  the  person  is  Hispanic,  of 
Asian  blood,  black  blood,  what¬ 
ever.  That  any  of  the  statues  looks 
like  a  clear-cut  African  image  is 
not  so,  and  there’s  no  way  for  me 
to  tell  whether  any  of  the  people  is 
a  racial  minority  .  .  .  The  sculp¬ 
ture  is  deliberately  made  ambig¬ 
uous  enough  that  one  can’t  tell  the 
races  of  the  people  involved.  I 
can’t.” 

Rodwell  also  charged  that 
“there  was  no  input  from  the 
[lesbian  and  gay]  community  on 
any  level  on  this  —  the  artistic 
level,  the  political  level,  the  cul¬ 
tural  level  —  of  any  kind.  It  was 
continued  on  page  3 


people  don’t  want  to  listen  to  in- 
depth  political  analysis  in  the 
evening.  They  prefer  music  at  that 
time,  she  said.  For  these  reasons, 
she  feels  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
male  community  will  be  better 
served  by  airing  more  lesbian  and 
gay  issues  during  the  day. 

The  purpose  of  the  changes  in 
public  affairs  programming  at 
WBUR  is,  said  Riisman,  “to  en¬ 
large  our  audience  and  establish 
our  identity  as  news  and  informa¬ 
tion  station.  That’s  why  we’re 
putting  news  and  information  at 
best  hours  of  the  day.”  As  of 
September  15  when  the  new 
schedule  goes  into  effect,  only 
music  will  be  aired  after  7  p.m. 

WBUR’s  director,  Jane  Chris¬ 
to,  who  masterminded  the  re¬ 
vamping  at  the  suggestion  of  pro¬ 
gramming  experts  from  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broad¬ 
casting,  talked  to  GCN  about  the 
economic  factors  involved.  “We 
have  to  survive  as  a  radio  station. 
Boston  University  has  cut  back  on 
our  funds.  The  university  has  fi¬ 
nancial  problems  of  its  own.  We 
need  more  listeners.  My  ideal  is  to 
have  more  listeners  giving  less 
money.  We  have  lots  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  giving  $50  each;  I’d  like  to 
have  10  times  as  many  giving  $5.” 

Gay  Way’s  co-hosts,  Ann 
Maguire  and  David  Gearhart, 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  This  city 
has  just  survived  the  latest  of  in¬ 
numerable  attempts  to  “save”  it 
—  going  back,  no  doubt,  to  the 
wicked  days  of  the  Barbary  Coast 
and  the  1849  gold  rush.  The  city 
has  always  had  a  somewhat 
“loose”  reputation:  many  of  the 
back  streets  south  of  Market  were 
named  after  famous  19th  century 
prostitutes.  The  phenomena  of 
the  past  generation  —  beatniks, 
topless  dancers,  hippies,  and  now 
gays  —  are  part  of  a  long  tradition 
in  this  notorious  port  city.  So, 
too,  are  the  evangelists  and 
moralists  who  want  to  .  “clean  it 
up.” 

Activities  by  anti-gay  funda¬ 
mentalist  street  preachers  have 
increased  dramatically  in  the  last 


learned  of  the  cancellation  mo¬ 
ments  before  going  on  the  air 
Tuesday  night,  September  2. 

Gearhart  told  GCN  that  he  and 
Maguire  have  declined  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  contribute  to  the  new 
daytime  shows,  contending  that  it 
is  “utterly  impossible”  for  a  show 
like  Gay  Way  to  be  transformed 
into  numerous  two-and-a-half 
minute  slots.  “The  call-in  aspect 
of  the  show  was  indispensible.” 

Maguire,  who  has  co-hosted  the 
show  for  six-and-a-half  years,  is 
“most  upset”  about  what  the  loss 
of  the  show  will  mean  to  its  audi¬ 
ence,  which  is  mostly  “very 
closeted.” 

“ Gay  Way  has  reached  a  lot  of 
closeted  people,”  Maguire  assert¬ 
ed.  “They  liked  it  for  the  personal 
contact  it  gave  them  through  the 
call-in  during  the  show.  I  don’t  see 
how  two-and-a-half  minute  spots 
will  do  the  same  thing. 

“I  talk  to  these  people  on  the 
show  regularly.  They  write  anony¬ 
mous  letters  to  me  all  the  time. 
These  are  people  who  won’t  even 
go  out  and  buy  a  GCN.  But  they 
can  safely  sit  in  their  own  living 
rooms  next  to  their  radios.  Gay 
Way  is  their  only  contact  with  the 
gay  community.” 

According  to  Maguire,  at  a 
public  affairs  staff  meeting  this 
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18  months.  Often  armed  with 
bullhorns,  such  “ministries”  have 
been  frequent  nighttime  occur¬ 
rences  in  the  Polk  and  Castro 
Street  neighborhoods.  Theirs  is  a 
familiar  performance  in  the  old 
Sin  and  Degradation  tap-dance 
routine,  beseeching  gays  to 
Repent  and  Be  Saved  by  groveling 
in  a  version  of  Christianity  per¬ 
haps  better  described  as  Christ- 
idolatry. 

Predictably,  this  evangelizing 
meets  with  much  resentment  in  the 
gay  community.  Community 
United  Against  Violence  has  ac¬ 
cused  them  of  inciting  anti-gay 
attacks,  emboldening  would-be 
assailants  by  showing  gays  as  pas¬ 
sive  and  vulnerable.  The  provoca¬ 
tion  of  the  bullhorn  blaring 
threats  of  eternal  damnation  also 
invites  retaliation  from  angry 
gays. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Gay  Committee  is 
a  coalition  of  Christians  and 
others  who  are  concerned  about 
the  proliferation  of  street 
preachers  and  are  attempting  to 
do  something  about  it.  They  have 
identified  and  monitored  the 
various  groups  appearing  on  Polk 
and  Castro,  which  include  Agape, 
Jews  for  Jesus,  Church  of  the 
Open  Door,  and  Love  In  Action, 
among  others.  Last  fall,  they  led  a 
peaceful  picketing  of  Agape’s 
bullhorn  ministry,  and  they  have 
joined  neighborhood  residents 
and  merchants  who  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  have  the  groups  bullhorn 
permit  revoked. 

The  groups  are  part  of  the  well- 
funded  religious  right  wing  with 
connections  to  the  anti-gay  Cops 
for  Christ;  the  street  preachers 
have  often  called  police  on  their 
critics.  Committee  member  Paul 
Bernadino  was  once  detained  by 
police  in  a  confrontation  with 
evangelists  on  Polk  Street. 

Since  spring,  the  Ad  Hoc  Gay 
Committee  has  been  warning  the 
community  about  a  massive 
fundamentalist  summer  offensive 
in  San  Francisco,  the  “Modern 
Sodom.”  It  identifies  three  sep¬ 
arate,  but  closely  coordinated, 
campaigns  recruiting  people  from 
around  the  Bay  Area  and  around 
the  country  to  converge  upon  the 
city.  Agape  boastfully  predicted 
that  thousands  would  come  to 
save  gays  by  “witnessing”  on  the 


street  corners.  The  grand  climax 
was  to  be  the  “SOS  San  Fran¬ 
cisco”  campaign,  a  week,  August 
16-24,  of  concentrated  street  evan¬ 
gelism  and  large  rallies. 

Whether  organizers  got  the 
numbers  they  hoped  for  is  not 
known,  but  their  presence  was 
hard  to  ignore.  Their  proselytizing 
was  not  confined  to  Polk  and  Cas¬ 
tro,  but  was  extended  to  the  het¬ 
erosexual  strip  joints  of  North 
Beach  as  well.  An  ever  prominent 
target  was  the  impoverished  Ten¬ 
derloin,  scene  of  countless  re¬ 
demption  attempts  in  the  past.  In 
the  words  of  Ad  Hoc  coordinator 
David  Hummel,  “They  find  the 
most  oppressed  people  —  and 
take  advantage  of  them.”  Evan¬ 
gelists  would  fan  out  of  their 
Taylor  Street  coffeehouse,  the 
Candle,  to  spread  the  Word;  and 
large  groups  of  them  would  be 
seen  throughout  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  singing  hymns  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  derelicts  and  bewildered 
passers-by. 

Several  incidents  suggest  that 
SOS  organizers  had  misjudged  the 
depth  of  anger  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  over  their  efforts.  By  the 
end  of  their  week-long  campaign, 
there  had  been  several  confronta¬ 
tions  between  gays  and  fundamen¬ 
talists  —  both  hilarious  and  ugly. 

On  Friday,  August  22,  Castro 
Street  was  the  scene  of  a  guerrila 
theater  performance  by  the  Sisters 
of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  a  “con¬ 
vent”  of  gay  male  “nuns,”  who 
lustily  upstaged  the  nightly  prayer 
meetings  that  had  been  taking 
place  in  Harvey  Milk  Plaza.  A 
dozen  of  the  Sisters  appeared  in 
the  middle  of  the  evening  and 
quickly  drew  about  them  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  crowd.  Seldom  does  one 
see  so  many  smiling,  laughing 
people  on  Castro  —  though  a  few 
seemed  grimly  annoyed  that  their 
cruising  as  usual  was  being  dis¬ 
rupted  by  the  festivities.  At  Castro 
and  18th,  a  “nun”  read  a 
“litany”  which  included  the 
prayer  “Have  mercy  upon  the 
self-righteous  who  take  away  our 
liberty!” 

A  small  group  of  fundamental¬ 
ists  who  had  fled  the  plaza  when 
the  nuns  arrived  subsequently  re¬ 
turned  with  reinforcements,  and 
again  began  singing  and  praying 


WBUR  Cancels  ‘Gay  Way’ 


Hews  Notes _ 

quote  of  the  week 

“The  guys  think  there  are  only  two  types  of 
females  in  the  Navy.  You’re  either  there  to  serve  them 
—  you’re  a  whore  —  or  else  you’re  a  queer.  You  give 
somebody  a  peck  on  the  cheek  after  they  make  rate 
(get  promoted)  and  that’s  a  homosexual  act.” 

— Sharris  Heussner,  a  petty  officer  on  the  U.S.S. 
Norton  Sound,  against  whom  charges  of  “engaging 
in  homosexual  acts”  were  dropped  by  the  Navy 
recently.  Quoted  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
August  25,  1980. 


oj  or  not  oj  for  anita? 

MIAMI  —  Anita  Bryant’s  contract  with  the 
Florida  Citrus  Commission  has  run  out,  and  for  the 
first  time  since  1969  it  hasn’t  been  renewed  —  yet. 

Officials  of  the  commission  told  the  New  York 
Times  that  Bryant’s  contract  for  commercials,  which 
paid  her  $100,000  in  the  year  before  it  expired  August 
31,  was  held  by  the  production  company  headed  by 
Bob  Green,  her  former  husband  and  manager.  At 
least  in  part  because  of  complications  ensuing  from 
the  couple’s  divorce,  the  contract  has  not  been 
renewed. 

But,  says  the  commission’s  Bernie  Lester,  such 
a  renewal  has  not  yet  been  ruled  out.  "The  contract 
had  to  expire,  because  of  the  divorce  and  so  forth,” 
Lester  told  the  Times.  “We  haven’t  determined  what 
we’re  going  to  do.  We  didn’t  set  any  particular  date 
on  continuing  the  relationship.” 

Not  mentioned  by  either  Lester  of  the  Times  as  a 
contributing  factor  in  the  contract  negotiations  is  a 
lesbian  and  gay-organized  boycott  against  Florida 
citrus  products  dating  back  to  1977,  when  Bryant  and 
Green  together  led  a  successful  campaign  to  repeal  a 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  ordinance  in  Dade  County,  Fla. 
Since  that  time,  Bryant  has  been  a  symbol  of  the 
movement  to  halt  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 


out  in  the  heartland 

AMES,  IA  —  A  new  organization  called  “Gays 
and  Lesbians  of  Ames”  has  formed  to  meet  the  varied 
needs  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in  central 
Iowa.  A  community  group  of  lesbians,  gay  men,  and 
heterosexual  supporters,  G.L.A.  recently  elected  of¬ 
ficers,  selected  by-laws,  and  formed  social,  support, 
political,  information,  and  education  committees. 
G.L.A.  has  been  extremely  active  since  February, 
having  held  two  dances,  a  roller  skating  party,  several 
brunches  and  picnics,  a  fundraising  rummage  sale, 
sending  a  contingent  to  the  National  ERA  March  in 
Chicago  on  May  10,  joining  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  and  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  as  organiza¬ 
tional  members,  establishing  a  library,  and  publish¬ 
ing  a  monthly  newsletter.  People  are  encouraged  to 
become  active  in  activities  that  interest  them. 
Regular  business  meetings  are  held  the  first  Monday 
of  every  month  at  7:30  p.m.  Location  of  meeting  place 
as  well  as  other  information  can  be  obtained  by 
writing  G.L.A.  at  P.O.  Box  2283,  Ames,  IA  50010  or  by 
calling  Open  Line  at  (515)  292-7000.  Confidentiality  is 
guaranteed. 


looking  for  rachel  Wallace 

NEW  YORK  —  According  to  the  August  22  issue 
of  Publisher’s  Weekly,  movie  producer  Michael 
Douglas  has  taken  the  option  to  film  the  book  Look¬ 
ing  for  Rachel  Wallace  by  Robert  B.  Parker.  Set  in 
contemporary  Boston,  the  private  eye  novel  concerns 
a  straight  male  detective’s  attempts  to  protect  a 
famous  lesbian  feminist  writer  from  someone  who  is 
threatening  her  life.  In  the  book  Rachel  Wallace  is 
having  an  affair  with  a  beautiful  model,  and  her  at¬ 
tacker  turns  out  to  be  a  man  who  is  a  rich,  right¬ 
winger.  Columbia  Pictures  is  the  film  company 
involved. 


a  real  swinger 

NEW  PROVIDENCE,  NJ  —  The  parish  newsletter 
of  Our  Lady  of  Peace  Roman  Catholic  Church  here 
carries  a  report  that  a  film  of  “the  sex  life  of  Jesus 
based  on  a  controversial  book  that  depicts  Christ  as 
a  swinging  homosexual ’’  (emphasis  in  the  original) 
will  be  shot  in  the  United  States  this  year. 

The  newsletter  gives  as  its  source  of  information 
a  publication  entitled  Modern  People  News  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Park,  Illinois.  It  says  that  the  publication  “gives 
the  name  of  writers  and  the  Director  and  Producer;  no 
stars  are  named  as  yet,  but  a  French  prostitute  has 
been  assigned  to  play  the  part  of  Mary  Magdalene, 
with  whom  Christ  has  a  blatant  affair  in  the  movie." 

“HOW  CAN  WE  STAND  AND  DO  NOTHING  TO 
FIGHT  SUCH  AN  EVIL?”  the  newsletter  asks.  “Cruci¬ 
fixion  was  no  worse  that  this.  ‘Jesus’  the  only  name 
whereby  man  can  be  saved,  is  being  dragged  through 
the  dirt.” 

The  newsletter  recommends  that  its  readers 
send  letters  of  protest  about  the  film,  not  to  its  un¬ 
named  producers,  but  to  Jesus  Sex  Film  Poll,  Modern 
People  News,  11058  West  Abelson  St.,  Franklin  Park, 
IL  60131. 

"YOU  MUST  WRITE  IN  THE  MOST  POSITIVE 
TERMS,  expressing  your  STRONGEST  POSSIBLE 
OBJECTS  .  . .  PLEASE  DO  IT  TODAY.” 


right-wing  roundtable 

DALLAS,  TX  —  Some  20,000  fundamentalist 
ministers  and  lay  right-wing  leaders  gathered  here 
recently  to  participate  in  a  National  Affairs  Briefing 
organized  by  Religious  Roundtable,  an  organization 
of  New  Right  politicians,  clergy  and  financiers  in 
Washington,  D.C.  that  helps  coordinate  the  political 
lobbying  of  Christian  groups. 

The  Guardian  reports  that  the  purpose  of  the 
conference  was  to  teach  fundamentalist  leaders  how 
to  promote  the  political  goals  of  the  religious  wing  of 
the  New  Right. 

Such  prominent  leaders  of  the  right  wing  as 
presidential  candidate  Ronald  Reagan,  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  opponent  Phyllis  Schlafly,  and  anti-gay 
legislators  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC)  and  Rep.  Philip 
Crane  (R-IL)  addressed  the  group,  attacked  “tradi¬ 
tional  right-wing  targets”  such  as  ERA,  abortion, 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  and  desegregation,  and  de¬ 
plored  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  according 
to  the  Guardian. 

One  of  the  major  focuses  of  the  briefing  was  on 
methods  to  activate  the  estimated  12,000  to  20,000 
fundamentalists  who  reside  within  each  Congres¬ 
sional  district,  but  are  not  registered  voters.  Lance 
Tarrance  of  Lance  Tarrance,  Inc.,  a  political  polling 
firm  formed  especially  to  sound  out  fundamentalist 
views  for  conservative  organizations,  told  the  group 
that  those  voters  could  provide  the  margin  of  differ¬ 
ence  in  congressional  races  if  they  are  mobilized. 

James  Robison,  a  Texas  evangelist  whose  tele¬ 
vision  program  was  removed  from  the  air  by  a  Dallas 
station  after  repeated  anti-gay  remarks  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  7,  No.  36),  told  his  listeners,  “Not  voting  is  a  sin 
against  the  almighty  God!” 


jubilee  350  games 

BOSTON  —  With  the  rising  interest  in  athletic 
activities  within  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  a 
new  group  of  athletes  are  joining  the  ranks  of  the 
sports  world.  In  honor  of  these  athletes  the  Chiltern 
Mountain  Club  and  the  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  are  sponsoring  the  “Jubilee  350  Games 
—  a  salute  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  athlete”  to  be  held 
the  weekend  of  September  27-28.  This  activity  is 
being  funded  in  part  by  a  grant  from  Boston’s  Jubilee 
350  committee  and  is  an  official  function  of  Boston’s 
350th  anniversary  celebration.  A  combination  of 
competitive,  non-competitive,  public  participation, 
exhibition  and  tongue-in-cheek  events  will  be  held  in 
the  fields  of  running,  tennis,  crew,  volleyball, 
canoeing,  basketball,  roller  skating,  bicycling  and 
sail. 

A  featured  event  of  the  Games  will  be  the  10,000 
meter  Charles  River  race,  officially  sanctioned  by  the 
New  England  Athletic  Congress/AAU,  which  will  pit 
top  lesbian  and  gay  runners  from  throughout  New 
York  and  New  England. 

In  response  to  the  factor  that  competition  has 
both  a  serious  and  humous  side  the  “last  person 
across  the  finish  line  wins”  canoe  race  features  top 
prizes  of  a  gold  Anita  Bryant  doll  and  a  date  with  the 
opposite  sex. 

For  further  information  or  participation  write 
Jubilee  Games  c/o  Chiltern  Mountain  Club,  Box  104, 
104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


lesbian  applies  for  sheriff 

CONTRA  COSTA  COUNTY,  CA  —  The  fate  of  an 
open  lesbian  struggling  to  become  a  county  deputy 
sheriff  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Superior  Court  judge, 
who  has  promised  a  ruling  in  two  weeks. 

Denise  Kreps,  25,  of  Pleasant  Hill,  has  worked  as 
a  dispatcher  for  2  Vi  years  and  as  a  reserve  deputy  for 
the  past  two  years.  She  applied  for  the  job  of  deputy 
sheriff  in  February,  1979,  placing  16th  on  the  eligibil¬ 
ity  list. 

Sheriff  Richard  Rainey  asked  Superior  Court 
Judge  Richard  Calhoun  last  week  to  disregard  the 
county  Civil  Service  Commission’s  recent  ruling  that 
a  woman’s  sexual  orientation  has  no  bearing  on  her 
ability  to  serve  as  a  deputy  sheriff. 

Following  testimony,  Calhoun  took  the  matter 
under  advisement.  Even  if  the  judge  rules  against  her, 
the  issue  probably  won't  be  resolved  for  years. 

As  part  of  a  standard  application  process,  Kreps 
had  been  given  a  polygraph  examination,  during 
which  she  admitted  she  had  engaged  in  “homosexual 
acts”  since  she  was  17. 


women’s  van 

BOSTON  —  “The  Women’s  Van,”  a  mobile 
informational  service,  has  been  seen  cruising  Boston 
streets  lately.  Sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Informa¬ 
tion,  Referral,  and  Education  Service,  it  carries 
information  on  many  aspects  of  women’s  lives, 
including  education,  health  care,  social  services,  and 
women’s  issues.  If  you  don’t  see  the  van  on  your 
street,  or  you  would  like  to  suggest  or  donate  infor¬ 
mational  materials,  the  van  may  be  contacted  at  the 
following  address:  WIRE,  The  Junior  League  of 
Boston,  Inc.,  117  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 
02116.  The  phone  number  is  (617)  247-4078. 


brink’s  job  on  a  dog  day  afternoon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  FBI  agents  are  looking  for  a 
man  “known  to  associate  with  homosexuals”  whom 
they  believe  to  be  the  one  who  stole  $1.85  million 
from  a  Brink’s  armored  truck  here. 

The  Associated  Press  reports  that  agents  are 
combing  the  city’s  Castro  area,  carrying  pictures  of 
George  Manuel  Bosque,  25,  who  is  wanted  in 
connection  with  the  heist.  The  agents  are  asking  gay 
bar  patrons  and  others  if  they  know  where  Bosque 
might  be. 

Bosque,  who  worked  part  time  at  Brink’s,  has 
been  charged  with  making  off  with  the  loot  after  a 
routine  pickup  at  San  Francisco  Airport  several 
weeks  ago.  He  allegedly  took  two  large  sacks  of 
money  out  of  his  Brink’s  armored  van  before 
abandoning  it  at  a  nearby  hotel  and  commandeering  a 
motel  maid’s  car,  according  to  authorities.  The  car 
was  found  later. 

Agents  are  also  looking  for  a  man  they  believe  to 
be  Bosque’s  Daly  City  roommate,  Carl  H.  Denton,  22, 
according  to  William  D.  Newman,  special  agent  in 
charge  of  the  San  Francisca  FBI  office. 

Miami  agents  have  questioned  members  of 
Bosque’s  family  there  to  see  if  they  know  of  his 
whereabouts. 


falwell  on  our  side?  . . . 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  tele¬ 
vision  evangelist  and  head  of  the  national  anti-gay 
lobby  Moral  Majority,  has  told  the  Washington  Post 
that  he  could  be  for  civil  rights  for  lesbian  and  gay 
males. 

Falwell  was  quoted  in  a  Post  article  on  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  evangelical  political  power  as  saying,  “I 
think  we  can  certainly  be  for  the  civil  rights  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  without  condoning  their  lifestyle  ...  I  have 
no  objection  to  a  homosexual  teaching  in  the  public 
classroom  as  long  as  that  homosexual  is  not  flaunt¬ 
ing  his  lifestyle  or  soliciting  students.  I  would  say  the 
same  about  a  promiscuous  heterosexual.” 

Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL)  issued  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  Falwell  after  his  statement,  asking  him  to 
follow  through  on  it  by  supporting  the  national 
lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  legislation  currently 
before  Congress,  H.R.  2074  and  S.  2081. 

“Such  support  and  possible  testimony  in  sup¬ 
port  of  legislation  at  Congressional  Hearings  would 
go  far  toward  fulfilling  (Falwell’s  and  Moral  Major¬ 
ity’s)  assertions  that  they  ‘love  the  homosexuals.’ 
GRNL  director  Steve  Endean  wrote  in  a  letter  to  the 
major  metropolitan  daily  newspapers  here. 

The  organization  has  also  sent  a  telegram  to  Fal¬ 
well,  suggesting  a  face-to-face  meeting  to  discuss 
support  for  the  legislation.  “We  had  been  under  the 
perhaps  mistaken  impression,”  the  telegram  read, 
“that  you  were  unalterably  opposed  to  civil  rights  for 
homosexuals,  and  would  therefore  oppose  national 
legislation  to  ensure  such  civil  rights.  However,  your 
statement  appears  to  indicate  far  more  flexibility  in 
your  position  on  the  matter.  We  would  like  to  suggest 
a  direct  dialogue  on  the  issue  —  a  dialogue  we 
believe  would  be  informative  and  beneficial  for  all 
concerned.” 

At  press  time,  Falwell  had  not  yet  responded  to 
the  telegram,  but  as  Endean’s  letter  had  just  been 
published  in  the  September  4  issue  of  the  Post, 
GRNL’s  Alan  Fox  told  GCN  that  the  organization 
hoped  that  Falwell  would  respond. 


...  fat  chance 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Meanwhile,  Falwell  and 
Moral  Majority  are  continuing  to  send  out  direct  mail 
solicitation  letters  asking  for  financial  help  “to 
launch  a  full  scale  campaign  to  fight  against  the  Gay 
Rights  Bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives.” 

In  a  fundraising  letter  dated  August  14,  Falwell 
says  he  is  “fighting  because  of  recent  increased 
efforts  to  pass  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bills.  The 
letter  specifically  mentioned  the  sponsorship  of  the 
bills  by  presidential  candidate  John  Anderson. 

Falwell’s  letter  also  mentions  a  recent  wreath¬ 
laying  ceremony  by  members  of  Gay  Activists 
Alliance  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  in 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  honoring  the  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  died  unacknowledged  in  the 
service  of  the  military. 

“That’s  right,”  Falwell’s  letter  says,  “the  gays 
were  allowed  to  turn  our  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Sol¬ 
dier  into: 

“THE  TOMB  OF  THE  UNKNOWN  SODOMITE!” 

Falwell’s  letter  also  mentions  the  proposed  bill 
to  lift  immigration  restrictions  on  lesbians  and  gay 
males  entering  the  United  States,  a  recent  order  by 
the  Carter  Administration  “forbidd(ing)  govern¬ 
mental  officials  and  agencies  from  inquiring  into  the 
sexual  habits  of  employees  or  people  seeking  federal 
jobs,”  and  claims  that  “a  new  directive  has  been 
made  that  says  homosexuals  cannot  be  barred  from 
teaching  in  federally  operated  classrooms  any  longer 
and  will  be  welcomed  as  employees  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education.  This  means  known  practicing 
homosexuals  will  be  engaged  in  planning  school 
curricula.  Our  children  will  be  left  at  the  mercy  of 
homosexual  doctrine!” 


Transsexual  Forced  Out, 
Former  SWP  Member  Says 


NY  Sculpture  Flap 


By  Lisa  Nussbaum 
NEW  YORK  —  The  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  has  been 
accused  of  forcing  a  transsexual 
member  to  resign  last  month  on 
the  basis  of  the  member’s  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  SWP’s  dress  code.  This 
dress  code,  stemming  from  a  1973 


memorandum,  defines  any  form 
of  transvestism  or  cross  dressing 
as  “exotic”  and  thus  “i  ncompati- 
ble  with  SWP  membership,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  former  member  who 
made  the  accusations. 

Steve  Forgione,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Moni¬ 


toring  Group  and  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  SWP,  told  GCN,  “The 
SWP  did  not  literally  expel  the 
member  from  the  Brooklyn 
branch.  Instead,  after  Sam 
Manuel,  SWP  citywide  organizer 
in  New  York,  gave  her  the  choice 
of  resigning  her  membership  or 
being  expelled  for  her  ‘lifestyle’ 
[this  expulsion  after  facing  trial  on 
dress  code  violations],  she  chose 
the  former.” 

Forgione  said  the  SWP  took  a 
“prejudiced,  backward  attitude” 
towards  transvestism.  They  see  it 
as  a  purely  gay  issue'  since  they 
equate  it  with  drag,  he  said.  On 
top  of  the  prejudice,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  they  belittled  the  member 
by  saying  that  she  had  a  problem 
with  her  “lifestyle”  that  made  her 
incompatible  with  belonging  to 
the  SWP. 

Reliable  sources  within  the 
SWP,  Forgione  said,  brought  to 
light  the  transsexual  member’s 
situation.  These  sources  also  re¬ 
ported  statements  such  as  one 
from  Dave  Frankel,  veteran  SWP 
leader  and  staff  reporter  for  SWP 
publications  The  Militant  and 
Intercontinental  Press/ Inprecor, 
who  said:  “The  SWP  is  not  a 
party  of  social  rejects  but  a  serious 
party.” 

Forgione  said  that  the  SWP  has 
taken  a  “turn  to  the  industrial 
working  class”  by  getting  into  the 
steel  and  auto  unions.  In  the 
process  of  this  turn,  the  SWP  has 
let  loose  all  of  its  heterosexist 
working  class  prejudices  while  at 
the  same  time  considering  other 
issues  irrelevant,  peripheral,  or 
exotic,  not  worthy  of  SWP  back¬ 
ing  or  attention,  he  said.  In  this 
connection,  the  SWP  believes  that 
gay  oppression  is  in  fact  “peri¬ 
pheral  to  the  class  struggle,”  For¬ 
gione  said.  They  do  not  have  a 
comfortable  position  on  the  les- 
bian/gay  question,  he  added. 

Forgione  stated  that  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  branch  of  the  SWP  met  twice 
to  discuss  the  (party)  status  of  the 
transsexual  member  before  a  ma¬ 
jority  voted  to  accept  the  mem¬ 
ber’s  resignation. 

Manuel  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment  on  this  resignation. 


lot.” 

Jordan  explained  to  GCN  that 
foremen  have  wide  discretionary 
powers  over  workers.  “You  come 
to  work  every  morning  and  not 
know  what  job  you’re  going  to 
get,”  she  said. 

Aside  from  two  10-minute 
breaks  each  day,  Sanderson  only 
allowed  its  employees  to  go  to  the 
bathroom  three  times  a  week. 
Three  absences  in  a  60  day  period 
brought  dismissal.  The  death  of  a 
close  relative  or  illness  of  a  child 
were  not  considered  sufficient 
excuses,  according  to  Jordan. 

Workers  were  expected  to  cut 
up  five  chickens  a  minute.  Wages 
after  12  years  often  only  reached 
$3.20  an  hour.  Few  attained  eligi¬ 
bility  for  benefits  because  of  a 
continual  process  of  firing  and  re¬ 
hiring. 

The  strike  crystallized  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1979  during  contract  nego¬ 
tiations.  That  May  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  found 
Sanderson  Farms  guilty  of  refus¬ 
ing  to  bargain  in  good  faith.  The 
company  appealed  the  decision. 
Probably,  the  NLRB  will  not  rule 
on  the  appeal  until  mid-winter. 
Sanderson  continues  to  operate  by 


continued  from  page  1 
done  by  a  small  group  of  white 
middle-class  men  and  announced 
to  the  general  community.  That 
cannot  be  tolerated.” 

“He’s  full  of  shit,”  Voeller 
responded.  “He  [Rodwell]  isn’t 
involved  in  any  gay  organization, 
hasn’t  been  for  years.  Therefore 
he  has  no  idea  of  what’s  going  on 
in  the  gay  community.  The  fact  of 
the  matter  is  that  an  enormous 
number  of  people  have  been  con¬ 
sulted  over  the  past  three  years 
about  the  project.” 

Voeller  said  that  the  project  had 
been  announced  in  the  New  York 
Times  in  June  of  1979.  “So  any¬ 
one  who  '  claims  that  it’s  been 
snuck  on  them  is  full  of  it.” 

According  to  Voeller,  a  “stellar 
list  of  people”  support  the  proj¬ 
ect,  including  a  large  number  of 
“significant  leaders”  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  movement.  He  men¬ 
tioned  many  names,  including 
Christopher  Isherwood,  longtime 
lesbian  activists  Del  Martin  and 
Phyllis  Lyon,  historian  Jonathan 
Katz,  photographer  Bettye  Lane, 
and  former  NGTF  co-executive 
director  with  Voeller,  Jean 


employing  strike-breakers. 

In  support  of  the  workers,  a 
March  for  Dignity  and  Justice  was 
held  in  Laurel  in  May  1979;  it 
drew  the  support  and  endorse¬ 
ment  of  174  organizations  and 
individuals.  Among  the  labor, 
feminist,  black  and  religious 
representatives  listed  as  support¬ 
ers  were  Douglas  Fraser,  president 
of  the  United  Automobile  Work¬ 
ers  Union;  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference;  the 
Southern  Organizing  Committee 
for  Economic  and  Social  Justice; 
affiliates  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women;  and 
feminist  Gloria  Steinem. 

Members  of  Local  882  at  pres¬ 
ent  rely  upon  food  stamps  and  $15 
a  week  strike  benefits  for  sub¬ 
sistence.  Contributions  and  com¬ 
munications  can  be  sent  to  Local 
882,  226-D  Ellisville  Blvd., 

Laurel,  Miss.  39440. 

The  Laurel  workers  ask  people 
to  publicize  the  strike  in  their 
communities  and  organizations, 
and  to  send  messages  to  Joe  San¬ 
derson,  c/o  Sanderson  Farms,  In¬ 
dustrial  Park,  Laurel,  Miss.  39440 
and  Mayor  W.L.  Patrick,  Jr., 
City  Hall,  Laurel,  Miss.  39440. 


O’Leary,  as  well  as  current  co-di¬ 
rectors  Lucia  Valeska  and  Charles 
Brydon,  and  others.  Voeller  also 
cited  support  of  such  non-gay 
persons  as  New  York  City  Council 
president  Carol  Bellamy  and 
former  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  head  Aryeh  Neier,  among 
others. 

Rodwell,  however,  said  that  he 
believed  that  many  of  those  on  the 
list  “endorsed  the  idea  of  having  a 
statue”  and  that  their  endorse¬ 
ments  were  not  “meant  to  be  a 
particular  endorsement  of  this 
statue.”  He  also  said  that  he 
thought  that  among  the  list  of 
supporters,  there  was  a  “feeling 
of  not  opposing  it  because  you 
don’t  want  to  be  viewed  as  gay 
people  failing  again.” 

Voeller  denied  the  charge, 
saying  that  those  on  the  list  of  en¬ 
dorsers  were  “specifically  endors¬ 
ing  the  placing  of  the  Segal  sculp¬ 
ture  in  Christopher  Park.  Expli¬ 
citly.” 

According  to  Voeller,  Segal  was 
chosen  to  execute  the  sculpture 
after  consultation  with  a  large 
number  of  artists  and  “movement 
leaders”  on  the  West  Coast,  in  the 
Midwest,  and  on  the  East  Coast. 
“We  wanted  a  piece  done  by  the 
outstanding  artist  of  the  day,  and 
that’s  exactly  what  we  got,”  he 
said. 

But  shouldn’t  a  piece  commem¬ 
orating  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
have  been  done  by  a  lesbian  or  gay 
male  artist?  “That’s  outrageous,” 
Voeller  responded.  “I  find  that  an 
offensive  remark.  Our  movement 
has  been  about  not  letting  sexual 
orientation  be  a  ground  for  dis¬ 
crimination  and  here  we  have  once 
again  some  gay  people  actually 
making  that  be  the  bigoted  basis 
for  selection  of  someone  for  a  job. 
I  think  that’s  offensive.” 

In  response  to  charges  by  self- 
described  “community  activist 
and  gay  activist”  Robert  Rygor 
that  the  desires  of  the  surrounding 
community  are  being  ignored, 
Voeller  said  that  the  Village  Inde¬ 
pendent  Democrats,  a  community 
organization  whose  offices  are 
located  “right  on  Sheridan  Square 
opposite  the  park,”  had  voted 
49-4  to  endorse  the  project. 

The  proposal  must  be  voted  on 
by  the  Parks  Committee  of  Com¬ 
munity  Board  Two,  on  Sept.  8,  an 
dby  the  Board  as  a  whole  on  Sept. 
18. 

The  first  public  display  of  the 
sculpture  will  be  a  benefit  for  the 
project  to  be  held  at  a  New  York 
disco  known  as  the  Saint  on  Sept. 
30.  Tickets,  costing  $15,  are  avail¬ 
able  through  Mariposa,  Voeller 
said. 


New  Rights  Bill 
For  Wis.  County 


Compiled  by  Deborah  Block 

MADISON,  WI  —  By  a  vote  of 
28  to  8,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Dane  County  has  passed  an  or¬ 
dinance  that  bans  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  “sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,  marital  status,  and  physical 
appearance”  in  county  employ¬ 
ment. 

The  ordinance,  sponsored  by 
Supervisor  Judith  Blank,  covers 
not  only  county  departments,  but 
also  outside  agencies  that  have 
service  contracts  with  the  county. 

According  to  Barbara  Lightner, 
community  action  coordinator  for 
The  United,  a  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  group  here,  the  August  21 
vote  followed  an  hour-long  public 
hearing,  at  which  both  supporters 
and  opponents  of  the  ordinance 
offered  testimony,  and  a  lengthy 
debate  among  the  board  members. 

Supporters  of  the  ordinance  in¬ 
cluded  county  district  attorney 
James  Doyle,  Jr.,  who  told  lis¬ 
teners  that  he  had  previously  hired 
gay  assistant  district  attorneys  and 
that  he  did  not  feel  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  affected  a  person’s  per¬ 
formance  on  the  job,  and  county 
affirmative  action  officer  Charles 
Matthews. 

Members  of  The  United  also 
testified  in  support  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance,  as  did  mental  health  pro¬ 
fessionals,  union  representatives, 
and  members  of  the  clergy. 

Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Rembert  Weakland,  head  of  the 
archdiocesse  of  Milwaukee, 
release  a  statement  supporting  the 
ordinance  which  was  distributed 
to  all  board  members.  “In  all 
justice,”  Weakland  said  in  the 
statement,  “I  would  hope  that  we 
can  grow  beyond  the  myth  sur¬ 
rounding  the  gay  person,  for 
example,  the  picture  of  all  gays  as 
perverters  of  children  —  a  picture 
that  simply  is  not  true. 

“We  must  be  concerned,  also, 
about  their  rights.  Consequently, 

I  cannot  believe  it  is  a  Christian 
attitude  that  would  block  them 
from  holding  responsible  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  community.” 

The  sole  opposing  speaker  at 
the  hearing  was  fundamentalist 
Baptist  minister  Rev.  Max  An¬ 
drews.  Andrews  told  GCN  that  he 
opposed  the  ordinance  becaus 
“any  law  that  makes  it  easy  to  do 
wrong  is  a  bad  law.” 

“As  bible-believing  Chris¬ 
tians,”  Andrews  said,  “we  do  not 
hate  homosexuals;  we  hate  the  sin 
of  homosexuality;  for  example, 
sodomy.  We  love  the  homosexual 
just  as  Christ  loved  him  and  died 
on  the  cross  to  take  away  his  sin.” 

Andrews  said  that  homosexual¬ 
ity  is  a  significant  factor  in  the  de¬ 
cline  of  civilizations,  along  with 
the  breakdown  of  the  family,  di¬ 
vorce,  and  incest. 

Several  members  of  the  board 
reportedly  burst  out  laughing 
when  Andrews  told  his  listeners 
that  current  American  laws 
against  homosexuality  were  mild 
compared  to  those  in  ancient 
Persia,  when  men  caught  in  the 
act  of  sodomy  were  beheaded. 
Why  did  they  laugh?  “It  was  a 
dramatic  release,”  Andrews  told 
GCN. 

Lightner,  however,  said  that  she 
thought  that  the  board  members 


laughed  because  Andrews’  state¬ 
ment  was  irrelevant  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  ordinance. 

Andrews  also  said  that  he 
opposed  the  employment  of  gay 
men  in  the  counseling  field  be¬ 
cause  “you  cannot  ignore  [the 
fact]  that  approximately  —  I’m 
speaking  from  off  the  top  of  my 
head  now  —  65  to  72  percent  of 
gay  couples  consist  of  an  older 
[gay]  man  who  has  recruited  a 
non-homosexual  to  homosexual 
activities,  such  as  mutual  mastur¬ 
bation  and  the  gay  lifestyle.”  He 
said  that  the  non-homosexual  re¬ 
cruits  ranged  in  age  from  about  12 
to  21. 

One  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  Charles  Mueller, 
agreed  with  Andrews  that  older 
gay  men  should  not  be  permitted 
to  be  employed  in  “sensitive 
areas”  of  health  care  and  coun¬ 
seling,  especially  with  young  male 
adolescents.  Other  members  of 
the  board  spoke  in  support  of  the 
ordinance. 

Lightner  said  that  before  the 
ordinance  was  passed,  the  board 
rejected  a  more  general  ordinance 
which  would  have  barred  all  non¬ 
performance-related  job  discrimi¬ 
nation. 

“It  [the  more  general  ordi¬ 
nance]  would  have  banned  all  dis¬ 
crimination  against  anyone  for 
any  reason,”  Lightner  told  GCN. 
“It  was  too  vague.  This  particular 
amendment  would  probably  work 
in  Utopia,  but  if  we  were  in 
Utopia,  we  would  not  need  this 
proposed  amendment.”  (The  new 
ordinance  is  an  amendment  to 

continued  on  page  7 


Striking  Laurel 
Ask  For  Aid  In 


Workers 

Boston 


By  Betty  Krier 

BOSTON  —  Representatives  of 
the  striking  workers  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Chemical  Workers  Union 
(1CWU)  Local  882,  of  Laurel, 
Miss.,  now  in  their  17th  month  on 
strike,  came  to  Boston  August  12 
to  publicize  and  gain  support  for 
their  cause.  Wages  and  benefits 
are  major  issues  in  the  conflict. 
However,  the  workers  say,  the 
strike  concerns  a  good  deal  more. 

The  members  of  Local  882 
work  for  Sanderson  Farms,  a 
chicken  processing  plant.  Nearly 
all  of  them  are  black  women.  In 
contrast,  most  of  Sanderson’s 
supervisory  staff  is  white  and 
male.  The  Union  has  filed  dis¬ 
crimination  charges  with  the 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission  and  the  U.S.  depart¬ 
ments  of  agriculture  and  trans¬ 
portation. 

The  problem  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  at  the  plant  has  been  labeled 
“serious”  by  Ben  Kasen,  an 
ICWU  organizer  in  Laurel.  A 
Union  pamphlet  quotes  striker 
Gloria  Jordan  saying,  “Some  of 
the  foremen  would  come  up  to 
you  and  rub  you  and  hug  you  and 
everything.  It  happened  to  me  a 
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a  public  matter 

Dear  Community  Voices, 

There  is  an  argument  which  we  have  all  ac¬ 
cepted  at  one  time  or  another  because  it  seemed 
so  straightforward  and  compelling.  It  goes 
something  like  this:  No  individual  or  institution 
has  a  right  to  interfere  with  my  sexuality  because 
sexuality  is  a  strictly  private  matter.  Accordingly, 
one’s  particular  sexual  orientation  should  not  be 
used  to  discriminate  against  individuals  or  other¬ 
wise  deprive  them  of  their  civil  rights.  To  begin 
with,  I  do  not  think  that  sexuality  is  a  private 
matter.  I  hope  to  show  why  I  think  this  is  so  and 
the  crucial  difference  that  it  makes  to  us  all  as 
gay  and  lesbian  people. 

First,  what  is  private  about  sexuality?  One 
needn’t  enter  the  nature/nurture  debate  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  ways  in  which  social  institutions  shape 
the  standards  of  acceptance  and  unacceptable 
behavior  along  rather  strict  lines  of  gender 
identity.  Sexual  orientation  develops  through  the 
means  of  expression  which  only  a  larger  social 
context  can  provide.  The  way  we  select  other 
persons  as  our  mates,  the  rituals  surrounding 
childhood  and  adolescence:  all  of  these  are  neces¬ 
sary  elements  of  that  social  context.  As  individ¬ 
uals  we  may  reject  these  standards  of  acceptable 
behavior;  but  we  cannot  ignore  them  or  deny 
their  influence  (especially  when  we  reject  them!). 
So  much  is  obvious  (or  should  be)  without  be¬ 
coming  entangled  in  questions  of  the  relative 
influence  of  endowment  and  learning  in  the 
development  of  sexuality.  My  point  is  that  even 
if  sexual  orientation  is  determined  purely 
through  genetic  endowment,  sexuality  still  is  not 
a  private  matter.  Where  persons  meet,  whom 
they  meet,  what  they  can  and  cannot  do  by  way 
of  establishing  an  ongoing  relationship  —  no¬ 
where  are  these  private  matters.  Indeed,  it  seems 
the  only  private  sexuality  is  a  repressed  sexuality. 

Perhaps  it  seems  that  I  have  misunderstood  the 
simple  point  of  the  privacy  argument  —  that 
sexuality  should  be  a  private  matter  but  (alas) 
isn’t.  My  point  is  that  this  is  too  simple.  To  say 
that  sexuality  is  a  private  matter  and  to  be  done 
with  it  is  to  ignore  the  public/institutional  means 
by  which  sexuality  is  not  only  shaped  but  mis¬ 
shaped  and  abused.  It  ignores  the  social  and 
political  connections  with  sexuality.  By  ignoring 
these  facts  the  privacy  argument  all  too  easily 
undercuts  the  motivation  for  changing  the  pat¬ 
terns  of  socialization  which  repress  gay  people. 
In  this  sense  the  privacy  argument  is  not  a  shield 
from  discrimination,  but  rather  an  obstacle  to 
equality. 

Furthermore,  the  privacy  argument  places 
homosexuality  in  an  unequal  position  vis-a-vis 
heterosexuality.  If  sexuality  is  a  private  matter  it 
is  certainly  not  treated  that  way  by  heterosexual 
society.  There  is  nothing  private  about  the 
cradle-to-grave  indoctrination  in  heterosexuality 
which  denies  the  support  and  respect  of  family 
and  friends  to  homosexuals.  To  defend  homo¬ 
sexuals  against  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  the 
“privacy  of  sexuality”  is  to  ignore  the  promi¬ 
nent,  public  place  given  to  heterosexuality. 

But  all  of  these  considerations  aside  —  Is 
privacy  enough?  What  sort  of  protection  would  a 
right  to  privacy  offer?  If  privacy  is  enough  we 
should  be  content  with  some  limited  guarantee 
that  no  individual  or  institution  can  interfere 
with  the  sexual  life  of  the  individual.  But  this  sort 
of  guarantee  says  nothing  about  protecting  the 
larger  set  of  civil  rights  which  define  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  place  in  society.  Clearly,  sexuality  is  in 
large  part  a  social  phenomenon.  It  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  conceive  a  private  sexuality  and  ab¬ 
surd  to  defend  sexuality  against  those  very  social 
institutions  which  define  it.  In  light  of  this  we 
should  ask  if  it  is  privacy  we  are  trying  to  protect 
when  we  defend  lesbian  and  gay  people  against 
discrimination.  Would  a  society  which  tolerates 
homosexual  acts  but  refuses  equal  protection 
under  law  to  homosexuals  be  desirable?  When 
someone  loses  their  job,  is  denied  a  place  to  live 
or  becomes  the  object  of  physical  and  emotional 
abuse  what  has  happened  is  not  the  violation  of 
privacy  but  the  violation  of  fundamental  rights. 
What  we  should  be  defending  is  not  some  vague 
(and  ultimately  untenable)  standard  of  privacy, 
but  rather  a  clearly  defined  conception  of 
personal  dignity. 

If  the  gay  rights  movement  is  to  succeed,  it 
must  come  out  of  the  “privacy  closet,”  abandon 
the  privacy  argument  and  begin  the  real  task  of 
upholding  the  claim  that  individuals  have  certain 
rights  which  are  not  contingent  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation.  The  real  question  is  not  privacy  nor  a 
right  to  privacy,  but  of  rights  simply. 

Gregory  Lippolis 
Boston,  MA 


JJ 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


on  “the  closet 


Dear  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  article, 
“Between  the  Lines:  When  is  a  Gay  Not  a 
Gay?”,  which  appeared  in  the  August  16  edition 
of  GCN. 

First  of  all,  I  have  trouble  with  the  expression 
“in  the  closet.”  That  a  person  is  not  blatant 
about  her/his  sexuality,  or  that  one  does  not  feel 
the  need  to  tell  everyone  about  her/his  sexual 
preference,  does  not  mean  that  a  person  is 
isolating  or  hiding  her/his  self  from  the 
remainder  of  the  world.  The  expression  “in  the 
closet”  implies  that  an  individual  has  something 
to  hide  or  of  which  to  be  ashamed.  That  an 
individual  does  not  wear  her/his  sexuality 
publicly  does  not  mean  that  s/he  is  ashamed  of 
it.  Privacy  and  control  over  the  destination  of  the 
information  of  one’s  private  life  belongs  to  each 
individual. 

While  I  acknowledge  that  homosexuals  have 
previously  and  are  presently  the  recipients  of 
many  forms  of  discrimination,  the  very  fact  that 
one  makes  an  issue  of,  feels  the  need  to  defend  or 
justify  anything  gives  credence  to  the  other  side. 
To  constantly  focus  upon  one’s  sexuality  when  it 
is  not  in  response  to  an  accusation  allows  people 
to  infer  that  there  is  something  negative  about  it 
rather  than  that  it  is  simply  different  from  the 
norm. 

While  I  agree  that  there  is  a  need  for  outstand¬ 
ing  homosexuals  to  come  forward,  what  I  would 
like  to  share  with  the  world  is  my  love  for 
women,  not  my  homosexuality  and  this  idea 
appears  to  be  lacking  in  articles  written  about 
homosexuals.  It  is  ironic  that  articles  about 
heterosexuals  discuss  their  love  relationships  yet 
pieces  about  homosexuals  discuss  primarily  their 
sexuality. 

What  I  believe  is  needed  is  the  creation  of  an 
environment  that  will  allow  an  individual  to  be 
open,  not  one  which  forces  revelation  or  makes 
an  issue  of  a  lifestyle  that  is  natural  yet  different 
from  the  majority. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia  E.  GoPaul 
New  York,  N.Y. 

someone  like  that 

Dear  Editor: 

Why  do  so  many  gay  men  hate  and  fear  radical 
feminists?  Scarcely  an  issue  goes  by  without 
some  letter  attacking  Andrea  Dworkin,  the 
antipornography  movement,  the  concept  of 
womenspace,  and  often  lesbians  and  feminists  in 
general.  Why  are  gay  men  upset  over  feminist 
attacks  on  straight  pornography?  And  why  do 
some  miss  the  point  about  feminist  opposition  to 
man/boy  advocates?  1  doubt  very  seriously  that 
any  of  these  feminists  are  opposed  to  relations 
between  gay  men  and  the  sophisticated  teen-age 
males  of  today.  Rather  they  are  concerned  about 
the  potential  for  sexual  abuse  of  young  children, 
male  and  female,  not  adolescents.  Age  of 
consent  laws  do  provide  at  least  a  theoretical 
safeguard  against  child  abuse.  If  NAMBLA  et  al 
wants  age  of  consent  laws  lowered  to  reflect 
biological  and  sociological  realities  regarding 
teen-agers,  then  say  so.  Right  now  all  that  is 
happening  is  a  lot  of  waters  are  getting  muddied. 

As  for  the  Dworkin,  Women  Against  Violence 
in  Hartford,  and  related  controversies,  I  see 
expressed  a  lot  of  misogyny.  I  have  read 
Dworkin;  she  is  brilliant  in  her  analysis  of 
sexism,  violence,  and  related  issues.  The 
women’s  antipornography  movement  is  correct. 
Most  pornography  is  degrading  to  and  abusive 
and  contemptuous  of  women,  and  hence  oppres¬ 
sive.  All  of  it  is  anti-life  and  anti-love,  reflecting 
patriarchal  preoccupations  with  dominance, 
power,  and  violence.  Unlike  one  writer  I  say 
bravos  for  Shell  Wildwomoon  and  her  friends. 
Their  action  was  in  the  fine  tradition  of  direct 
action  against  oppression,  from  the  underground 
railroad  to  the  draft  board  sit-ins  and  civil  rights 
protests  of  the  1960’s.  Pornography  is  visual  and 
intellectual  rape  and  actions  like  those  of  the 
Hartford  sisters  are  in  the  same  class  as- 
preventing  a  lynching  by  the  KKK.  One  further 
comment,  I  was  disgusted  with  the  account  of 
what  happened  at  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Pride 
rally,  the  Charles  Pierce  act  in  particular.  Instead 
of  walking  out,  the  S.F.  Lesbian  Chorus  should 
have  dragged  Pierce  from  the  stage  and  kicked 
his  ass  into  San  Francisco  Bay.  Someone  like  that 
had  no  business  being  there  any  more  than  the 
Grand  Dragon  of  the  Klan  would  have 
addressing  the  NAACP. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick  Alther 
Charlottesville,  Va. 


lexicon 


Dear  GCN, 

Although  I  have  grown  accustomed  to  finding 
news  in  GCN  not  readily  available  elsewhere,  it  is 
now  a  distinct  pleasure  to  find  humor  such  as 
Rick  Hillegas’  “Political  Lexicon”  (GCN,  Vol.8, 
No. 4).  I  hope  he  will  add  more  to  it  and  eventu¬ 
ally  make  an  illustrated  pamphlet  of  it,  perhaps 
under  your  aegis. 

All  good  wishes. 

Eve  Merriam 
New  York,  NY 


too  far  gone  yet? 

Dear  Editor, 

I  think  porno  and  sadomasochism  are  sinful 
and  antifeminist  and  here  is  what  I  think  we 
should  do  with  all  the  masochists  and  people  who 
like  to  fantasize  about  S&M,  I  think  we  should 
spread  eagle  them  naked  on  racks  and  strap  their 
hands  and  feet  to  posts  with  leather  thongs  and 
then  all  the  good  people  who  don’t  like  sadism 
can  come  in  and  drop  hot  candle  wax  on  their 
exposed  helpless  genitals  which  are  there  to  be 
used  or  abused  at  the  pleasure  of  their  virtuous 
masters,  and  make  them  do  lots  of  situps  and 
pushups  until  all  their  muscles  stand  out  and  then 
beat  them  with  belts  until  their  skin  is  a  ripe  rosy 
red.  Then  we  can  put  them  all  in  cages  for  years 
and  years  while  guys  in  uniforms  rape  them  at 
will  with  shillelaghs  and  nightsticks. 

Only  when  we  put  all  the  people  in  prison 
against  their  will  who  like  to  play  sex  games  with 
power  can  we  possibly  eliminate  male-dominated 
power  structures.  I  would  be  interested  in 
exchanging  fantasies  with  Andrea  Dworkin, 
John  Rechy,  Susan  Brownmiller,  and  their 
friends,  on  what  specifically  they  think  we  should 
do  with  masochists.  Please  mention  names, 
judges,  psychiatrists,  length  and  conditions  of 
prison  sentences  and  treatments,  and  details  of 
all  punishments  to  be  applied  to  sadists  and 
masochists.  That  way,  we  will  all  know  exactly 
how  opposed  they  really  are  to  male  power 
structures,  and  how  they  have  freed  their  minds 
from  the  corrupting  influence  of  S&M. 

Yours  truly, 

Carrie  A.  Nation 
Liberal,  Kansas 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  a  moderate  on  the  subject  of  sadomaso¬ 
chism.  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  point  in  putting 
people  in  prison  just  for  being  gay,  I  mean  for 
being  leather  gay,  you  know  what  I  mean.  Just  as 
long  as  they  feel  read  bad  about  themselves  and 
what  they  are  like  and  what  they  are  doing.  What 
I  envision  is  a  long  row  of  Ms  chained  to  stakes 
being  put  through  their  paces  by  hunky  straight 
guys  wearing  marine  di  outfits  and  police  uni¬ 
forms  and  then  just  as  soon  as  they  derive  their 
sick  perverted  pleasure  from  being  worked  over 
and  they  are  ready  to  be  untied,  this  woman 
comes  along  dressed  in  a  white  Mother 
Superior’s  habit  and  marches  down  the  aisle  with 
a  bucket  of  piss  and  throws  it  in  their  faces  and 
makes  them  say  “Hail  Mary”s  and  stuff. 

I  think  about  what  we  should  do  with  sadists 
and  masochists  about  four  times  a  day  which  is 
still  probably  not  as  often  as  John  Stoltenberg 
does,  but  it  still  keeps  me  real  healthy,  don’t  you 
agree? 

Yours  truly, 

Susie  Browncarter 
The  City  so  Dorked 
They  named  it  York 

Dear  Editor, 

I  think  we  should  have  a  grand  jury  investiga¬ 
tion  and  then  dress  them  all  up  in  fireman  suits 
and  give  them  hot  fels  naphtha  enemas. 
Sincerely, 

Jolted  Jim  Junkie 
Somewhere  Outside  the  Law 

Dear  Editor, 

Little  children  are  blissfully  ignorant  about  the 
complexity  of  the  battles  we  are  fighting  over 
them,  excuse  me,  for  their  benefit.  Except  for 
about  an  80%  chance  that  the  Russians  will  blow 
the  Eagle’s  Nest  onto  the  mid-Atlantic  Ridge 
before  next  Wednesday,  we  should  have  figured 
out  about  how  much  they  will  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  themselves  by  the  time  they  are  finally 
mature  enough  to  have  preferences.  Prepubes 
have  no  place  in  an  intelligent  discussion  about 
S&M.  That  is  why  you  never  hear  fourth 
graders  talking  about  Indian  tortures.  Have  I 
gone  too  far  yet? 

Yours  truly, 

David  Boysstud 
St.  Pederast,  Florida 

Dear  Editor, 

Stop  making  fun  of  me.  I  am  genuinely  con¬ 
cerned. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Genuinely  Concerned 

Dear  Editor, 

You’re  goddam  right  you’ve  gone  too  far  be¬ 
cause  if  I  ever  catch  my  kid  giving  informed  con¬ 
sent  to  anybody  for  anything  I’ll  whip  off  my 
studded  belt  and  thrash  him  to  within  a  cunt  hair 
of  his  life  and  love  every  minute  of  the  operation. 
The  law  definitely  guarantees  my  right  to  do  it 
and  how  do  you  relate  to  that,  all  you  free-loving 
pagans? 

Yours  truly, 

Bobby  Greenjeans 
Miasma  Beach 

Dear  Abba, 

I  used  to  want  to  kill  all  the  queers  but  now  I 
only  want  to  kill  leather  guys,  pomographers, 
and  boy  lovers.  Am  I  slipping? 

Yours, 

Troubled 
(R.  Spears 
Los  Angeles,  CA) 


Gay  Community  News,  September  13,  1980  _ *_Page_5 

Speokinq  Out _ _ 


What  Are  the  Issues 
in  Pornography? 


By  Elizabeth  R.  Brown 

“The  problem  is,”  said  the  man  in  the  bookstore,  “women  don’t  understand  the 
issues  in  male  pornography.”  I’m  not  exactly  sure  of  a  working  definition  of  pornography, 
except  that  erotica  is  a  high-class  word  for  it,  but  I  guess  I  would  define  it  as  the  portrayal 
of  men  and/or  women  in  explicitly  sexual  situations  for  the  purpose  of  arousal.  We  have  all 
know  about,  and  tolerated,  Playboy  and  all  the  other  similar  magazines  for  all  these  years 
and  only  began  to  object  when  their  content  became  more  and  more  violent.  Facing 
continual  censorship  in  our  own  lives,  we’re  wary  of  trying  to  keep  anything  out  of  print. 
For  we  all  know  who  will  be  censored  first  —  and  it  won’t  be  Playboy. 

I  think  I  do  understand  the  issue  for  him:  he  likes  to  look  at  naked  men,  and 
questioning  this  invites  defensive  and  perhaps  political  reaction.  But  I  had  begun  to  think 
about  the  whole  subject,  and  decided  to  buy  a  few  magazines,  look  over  a  few  books  I  had 
already  read,  and  read  a  couple  more.  (The  books  don’t  count  as  pornography,  but  they 
are  gay  male  fiction.) 

I  think  part  of  the  problem  is  that  men  in  our  society  are  brought  up  to  look  at 
women’s  bodies  in  certain  ways,  one  of  which  is  as  an  object  of  sexual  pleasure.  The 
“Playboy  Mind”  in  a  gay  male  simply  switches  over  to  male  bodies.  Women  are  not 
trained  to  look  at  male  bodies  this  way,  which  is  possibly  why  I’ve  never  seen  a  woman  look 
at  Playgirl  with  a  straight  face.  I  included  Playgirl  in  my  survey,  because  I  know  gay  men 
who  confess  to  reading  it  —  in  fact,  it  was  a  man  looking  for  Playgirl  in  the  bookstore  who 
started  the  whole  discussion  —  and  because  I’d  heard  that  its  readers  were  primarily  gay 
men.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Playgirl,  a  high-class  Mandate  with  Cosmopolitan  aspirations, 
seems  primarily  written  by  straight  men  for  straight  men,  particularly  their  “erotica” 
column,  which  purports  to  be  female  sexual  experiences  and  desires,  but  is  in  fact,  some 
guy’s  idea  of  what  a  woman  really  wants. 

In  the  magazines,  men  are  stereotypically  portrayed,  possessing  firm,  rounded 
buttocks,  huge  penises  and  inexhaustible  energy.  Compare  this  with  the  large-breasts, 
rounded  buttocks,  and  insatiable  women  of  female  pornography.  As  a  counterpart  to 
heterosexual  violence,  there  is  a  lot  of  s  and  m,  several  rape  scenes,  and  variations  on  the 
theme  of  a  young-boy-being-taught-all-he-knows-by-a-wise-gentle-older-man.  The  depic¬ 
tion  of  black  men  as  superstud  and  superdick  seemed  clearly  racist.  It’s  interesting  to  note 
there  were  a  number  of  letters  and  fantasies  dealing  with  black  men  as  masters  and  guilty 
white  men  as  slaves. 

The  s  and  m  bothered  me;  I  found  myself  reacting  with  a  mixture  of  tolerant 
amusement  (a  man  with  a  leather  belt  buckled  around  his  penis  struck  me  as  absurd), 
amazement,  and  incredulity.  I  still  have  trouble  believing  the  man  who  not  only  likes  to 
kick  someone  till  they  thank  him,  but  claims  he  fills  boots  with  urine  and  then  ties  the  laces 
around  someone’s  scrotum  is  telling  the  truth,  but  I  guess  anything  is  possible.  Suppose, 
however,  the  man  had  systematically  kicked  his  female  wife  or  lover.  Or  suppose  the 
interview  in  Christopher  Street,  which  isn’t  porno,  had  been  with  a  battered  wife  instead  of 
a  battered  slave?  (Indeed,  CS  gave  as  a  reference  on  heterosexual  sadism  that  sexist  classic, 
The  Story  of  O).  My  reaction  would  have  been  outrage,  resentment  and  anger  at  yet 
another  attack  on  women.  As  a  woman,  I  understand  masochism  very  well,  and  I 
understand  the  self-hatred  in  some  gay  people  that  leads  to  this.  But  I’m  not  convinced 
violent  homosexual  behavior  is  different  from  violent  heterosexual  behavior,  or  that  it  is 
motivated  by  anything  different.  It  comes  down  to  contempt,  self-hatred,  a  denial  of  self- 
worth  and  the  ability  to  see  another  person  as  an  acceptable  object  of  violence  and  hatred. 
And  I  have  absolutely  no  ambivalence  in  objecting  to  the  dissemination  of  this  material. 


After  all,  gays  themselves  argue  that  Cruising  and  Windows  encourage  further 
homophobic  violence,  just  as  women  argue  that  whips,  knives,  snuff  movies,  and  rape 
scenes  encourage  violence  towards  us.  Even  the  “willingness”  of  the  victim  is  the  same 
since  that  willingness  springs  from  the  self-hatred  and  is  still  no  excuse  for  exploitation. 
Besides,  how  often  have  we  heard  that  women  “want”  to  be  raped,  “want”  to  be  beaten, 
and  men  “want”  to  be  punished  for  being  gay  or  “unmanly”? 

At  least  women  don’t  get  mentioned  in  the  magazine  fiction;  they  do,  unfortunately, 
in  novels  and,  as  in  heterosexual  writings,  the  image  is  distorted,  sexist  and  incomplete. 
Women  are  manipulative,  demanding,  bitchy,  and  contemptible.  Lesbians  are  either 
“dykes”  or  “wrestlers,”  attacked  for  being  gay  and  “wanting  to  be  a  man”  (hence,  I 
think,  the  symbolism  of  leather:  "I’m  not  a  woman,  for  god’s  sake”).  One  man  —  the  one 
you’re  supposed  to  identify  with  —  is  the  aggressive,  strong,  active  man,  while  the  other  is 
a  weakling,  an  object  of  disgust  who  schemes,  weeps  and  pleads  to  keep  his  love  and  is 
supposed  to  keep  his  love  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  woman  personally  as  well  as  sexually. In 
this  connection,  one  magazine  layout  made  a  point  of  explaining  that  it  was  perfectly  all 
right  for  both  partners  to  have  anal  intercourse  with  each  other  rather  than  one  always 
being,  as  they  put  it,  the  recipient.  It’s  great  to  do  away  with  stereotypes,  they  continued. 
And  it  is  —  but  where  does  that  come  from  to  begin  with?  From  the  fact  that  the  recipient 
is  acting  like  a  woman.  In  turn,  in  female  couples,  you  have  a  strong,  castrating,  threaten¬ 
ing  woman  who  really  wants  to  be  a  man  —  just  what  straight  society  says.  Look  at  some  of 
Rechy  or  Baldwin’s  work;  in  recent  books,  take  Steinberg’s  A  Fairy  Tale  in  which  women 
are  always  mentioned  in  contemptuous  sexist  terms,  especially  by  a  gay  psychiatrist  who 
ought  to  know  better.  (Maybe  I  got  too  involved,  but  I  kept  wondering  how  this  guy,  the 
model  liberated  gay  shrink,  did  with  his  female  patients.)  And  the  main  female  character  is 
a  stereotypical  Jewish  mother  with  a  heart  of  gold.  (Another  stereotype:  gay  men  have 
domineering  dreadful  mothers  who  “made  me  gay.”  And  how  many  men  believe  that?) 
Gifford’s  Landscape  with  Traveller  is  an  exception  —  but  that  was  written  by  a 
heterosexual. 

I  think  the  real  issue  is  this:  that  male  porno  is  no  freer  than  heterosexual  pornography 
from  stereotypes  or  sexism.  I’m  not  sure  why  we  expect  anything  different.  Gay  men  are, 
after  all,  brought  up  in  the  same  patriarchal  society  we  are.  Do  we  somehow  expect  them  to 
have  transcended  this,  to  know  better  from  their  own  oppression?  The  issue  is  not  naked 
men’s  bodies;  the  issue  is  the  use  of  man  as  an  object,  derived  from  the  use  of  woman  as 
object.  It  is  not  Myles  Longue  with  a  belt  on  his  cock;  it  is  what  that  implies.  It  is  not 
seduction,  anal  intercourse  or  submission,  nor  the  image  of  women.  It  is  the  hatred  and 
ignorance,  which  will  do  us  all  in. 

Perhaps  there  is  an  element  of  anger  at  women  as  the  heterosexist  oppressors  we  have 
often  been.  It  is  the  fact  that  these  same  men  demanding  their  rights  as  gays  are  refusing 
these  same  rights  to  women,  that  they  are  attacking  female  pornography  and  defending 
male  pornography.  And  that  the  same  men  who  object  to  the  use  of  “queer”  do  not  object 
to,  and  in  fact,  use  “dyke”  or  “lesbo.”  It  is  the  fact  that  myths  and  stereotypes  are  being 
perpetrated  and  absorbed. 

Yet  another  indication  of  the  bankruptcy  of  these  magazines  is  the  way  they  have  a 
disclaimer  in  the  masthead:  posing  for  them  or  writing  for  them  does  not  in  any  way  imply 
sexual  orientation.  Even  they  aren’t  “queer.” 

But  to  say,  as  some  feminists  do,  that  two  women  making  love  on  the  cover  of  a 
magazine  is  legitimate,  whereas  two  men  is  not  seems  equally  dishonest.  Obviously  the 
image  of  people  as  sexual  beings  is  a  legitimate  artistic  one.  And  the  two  men  have  to 
become  an  expression  of  love  and  affection,  not  of  sexism. 

For  the  battle  is  bigger  than  all  of  us:  to  change  the  structure  of  society.  And  while 
men  and  women  have  to  be  aware  of  sexist  attitudes,  conscious  and  unconscious,  separate 
politics  cannot  do  this.  To  become  ideologically  dogmatic  is  to  do  what  society  has  already 
done  so  well:  lock  us  into  oppression.  People  must  be  free  to  be  with  us  at  one  rally,  and  on 
the  other  side  of  the  barricades  at  another  (for  example,  the  anti-ERA,  anti-abortion,  pro¬ 
nuke  man  who  wrote  to  GCN\).  For  in  that  lies  our  eventual  freedom. 


your  vote 


Community  Voices 

interpreting  women’s  concerts 


Dear  Editor, 

On  May  24th,  I  saw  Linda  Tillery’s  concert 
with  Laurel  Chiten  interpreting.  I  thought  both 
of  them  were  superb.  The  songs  were  simple  and 
I  was  able  to  understand  most  of  the  meaning.  I 
felt  both  involved  and  inspired  by  it.  There  were 
three  deaf  women  there,  and  we  all  agreed  the 
concert  was  well  worth  attending.  Since  then, 
two  of  my  deaf  friends  have  told  me  they  heard 
about  the  concert  and  are  sorry  they  missed  it. 
This  concert  was  quite  a  contrast  to  the  Cris 
Williamson  concert  in  April. 

First  of  all,  I  was  angry  at  Cris  for  making  the 
decision  to  change  interpreters  without  consult¬ 
ing  a  deaf  person.  Though  I  heard  many  differ¬ 
ent  stories  explaining  why  it  happened,  it  seems 
that  Cris  felt  threatened  by  the  interpreters 
(Laurel  and  Aileen  interpreted  her  songs  in  West¬ 
ern  Massachusetts  before  the  concert  in  Boston). 
Apparently  the  audience  admired  them  and  felt 
they  were  doing  a  great  job.  I  have  seen  them 
interpreting  before,  and  I  trust  them  to  follow 
the  meanings  and  rhythms.  That  is  what 
interpreting  is.  Cris  seems  to  have  felt,  however, 
that  following  the  rhythms  meant  they  were  per¬ 
forming,  and  this  is  apparently  what  prompted 
her  to  change  interpreters:  the  misconception 
that  the  interpreters  were  performing. 

So,  Janet  Bailey  interpreted  for  the  Boston 
concert.  However,  this  left  much  to  be  desired. 
For  one  thing,  though  I  wouldn’t  say  Janet 
translated  “word  for  word  in  English,”  she  did 
use  mostly  English.  In  fact,  she  used  so  much 
English,  I  could  hardly  understand  any  of  Cris’ 
songs.  (On  the  loud  songs,  I  enjoyed  the 
vibrations,  and  I  spent  most  of  my  time  watching 
June  Millington  —  whose  movements  were  more 
dramatic  and  attractive  than  Janet’s  signing 
was.) 

Mary  Anne  Pugin,  in  her  letter  to  GCN,  men¬ 
tions  that  even  to  hearing  people  Cris’  songs  are 
very  obscure,  symbolic  and  difficult  to 
understand.  This,  however,  should  not  make 
them  impossible  to  translate.  Nor  should  the 
translation  necessarily  make  the  songs  them¬ 
selves  less  symbolic  or  obscure.  Translating 
Sartre  from  French  to  English  does  not  make 
Sartre  any  easier  —  rather  it  makes  his  work 


accessible  to  English  language  users.  The  same 
for  translating  Cris’  songs  into  ASL  —  it  makes 
them  accessible  to  the  hearing-impaired;  signed 
English  does  not. 

As  well  as  signing  mostly  English,  Janet  used 
very  little  facial  expression  or  body  movement  in 
her  signing.  ASL  is  a  visual  language,  and  both 
are  necessary  to  understand  the  language. 

After  the  concert,  I  carefully  asked  the  Deaf 
audience  how  they  felt  about  it.  One  woman  said 
she  was  very  disappointed  with  Janet’s  signing  — 
her  translating  was  poor  and  Janet  used  no 
expression.  Another  woman  stated  that  she  pre¬ 
ferred  to  watch  June  Millington  and  didn’t  look 
at  Janet  much.  Another  woman  mentioned  she 
missed  both  Aileen’s  and  Laurel’s  styles,  she 
only  enjoyed  the  vibrations.  One  woman  said  she 
would  like  to  see  Laurel  and  Aileen  interpreting 
to  compare  them  with  Janet;  this  was  her  first 
concert.  A  fifth  woman  (and  maybe  she  was  the 
only  one,  because  she  is  hard  of  hearing  and 
familiar  with  many  songs)  liked  Cris’  songs  and 
Janet’s  interpreting. 

The  point  is  that  hearing  people  are  NOT  the 
best  judges  of  one’s  interpreting  skills.  Hearing- 
impaired  people  are  the  best  judges,  because  it  is 
their  language  —  regardless  of  their  own  sign 
language  skills  or  oral-school  backgrounds.  It  is 
they  who  must  be  able  to  understand.  Therefore, 
it  is  they  and  not  the  musician  who  should  choose 
an  interpreter.  Furthermore,  it  is  important  for 
the  hearing-impaired  to  be  able  to  understand 
both  signs  and  mouth  movements. 

In  Mary  Anne  Pugin’s  letter,  she  stated  that 
the  hearing-impaired  women  who  saw  Cris’ 
performance  (with  Janet  interpreting)  in  D.C. 
responded  very  positively.  I  think  I  can 
understand  why:  (1)  They  are  used  to  Janet’s 
style;  (2)  In  D.C.  the  Deaf  community  has  many 
theatres,  etc.,  so  that  their  experience  with 
English  is  much  broader.  However,  such  expec¬ 
tations  should  not  be  placed  on  the  Boston  area 
Deaf  audience. 

Right  now  I  am  working  on  a  Deaf  audience’s 
evaluation  of  the  different  interpreted  concerts  in 
this  area.  I’m  trying  to  find  out  exactly  how 
much  of  which  concerts  and  interpreters  they 
understood,  (we  have  had  various  interpreters  in 


the  past).  Hopefully  this  will  be  useful  in 
deciding  on  interpreters  for  future  concerts,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  1  feel  it  is  important  to  say  that, 
though  I  am  only  one  Deaf  person  and  though 
other  deaf  people  may  not  agree  with  me, 
hearing  people  still  need  to  learn  a  lot  about  ASL 
and  interpreting.  We’re  all  learning  all  the  time.  I 
hope  this  letter  has  helped  some  people 
understand  a  little  more,  a  little  better. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Nancy  V.  Becker 
Winchester,  MA 


no  angel 

Dear  GCN, 

About  four  months  ago  I  placed  an  ad  in  the 
“Prisoner”  section  of  your  newspaper.  Several 
months  passed  without  so  much  as  one  response 
—  so  I  sent  another,  more  explicit  ad  which  I 
thought  might  catch  someone  (anyone’s) 
interest. 

Well,  1  received  an  immediate  response  from  a 
volunteer  worker  at  GCN.  But  no  one  else  wrote! 
The  fore  mentioned  volunteer  worker  exchanged 
a  few  letters  and  discontinued  our  correspond¬ 
ence. 

I’m  not  seeking  financial  assistance  or  looking 
for  a  shoulder  to  cry  on.  Just  somebody  to 
exchange  ideas  with,  to  learn  from  and  keep 
informed  by. 

I  understand  that  the  majority  of  persons  in 
the  free  world  believe  that  all  prisoners  are 
notorious,  evil  criminals  out  to  screw  someone. 
Well  that’s  just  not  so!  Although  I’m  certainly 
no  angel  (but,  who  is?)  I’m  not  like  the  stereo¬ 
typed  Humphrey  Bogartish,  T.V.  type  criminal 
people  think  I  (or  we)  are. 

Come  on,  give  me  a  chance. 

A  “good”  bad  guy 
Randy  Orick 
#142376 
P.O.  Box  779 
Marquette,  Ml  49855 


Dear  Community  Voices, 

I  have  never  found  it  easy  for  any  of  us  to  be 
totally  proud,  dignified,  or  outrageously  joyful 
about  being  gay,  bi-sexual,  or  lesbian.  To  be  dif¬ 
ferent  in  any  society  is  a  challenge  to  survival 
over  which  some  of  us  do  not  prevail  as  we  are 
constantly  made  aware  by  the  number  of  mur¬ 
ders,  suicides,  self-denials,  discriminatory  laws, 
and  hurts  to  which  we  are  subjected.  When  the 
annual  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March  comes  around 
how  many  of  our  friends  do  not  march  due  to 
fear  of  recriminations,  loss  of  jobs,  loss  of 
children,  and  other  terrors. 

The  right-wing,  for  many  years  coming  closer 
to  power,  now  have  their  champion  on  his  white 
horse  who  will  pave  the  way  for  institutional 
changes  that  will  affect  our  lives  drastically.  I  am 
not  saying  that  the  Democratic  party  has  seen  us 
as  real,  powerful  people  either,  but  I  am  saying 
that  Reagan  will  actively  lobby  to  pass  legislation 
to  put  what  freedom  we  as  lesbians,  gays,  non¬ 
whites,  poor  people  and  Jews  have  had  to  rest. 
The  time  is  ripe  in  this  country  for  a  total, 
victorious  sweep  by  the  right-wing  if  we  do  not 
act  both  as  a  community  and  as  allies  to  each 
other  to  stop  this  advancement. 

What  to  do?  Vote.  No  matter  how  much  you 
may  not  want  to,  you  owe  it  to  yourself  and 
those  you  care  about  personally  and  in  your  com¬ 
munity  not  to  allow  Reagan’s  forces  to  gain 
power.  I  also  want  to  urge  you  not  to  vote  for  a 
candidate  who  you  may  desire  politically  but 
who  does  not,  at  this  time,  have  a  realistic  chance 
of  gaining  the  Presidency.  This  may  be  totally 
distasteful  to  you  but  think  about  it.  Throwing 
your  vote  away  does  nothing  for  anyone.  You 
can  still  vote  against  the  right-wing  and  elect  a 
candidate  who  is  sympathetic  not  only  to  us  but 
to  our  non-white,  poor,  and  Jewish  populace. 

Do  not  fool  yourself  into  thinking  Reagan 
won’t  win.  He  has  a  good  chance  because  those 
of  us  who  have  confronted  the  right-wing  have 
found  them  to  be  a  consistent,  well  funded,  well 
organized  movement.  So  get  in  that  box,  pull 
that  lever,  and  give  us  more  time  to  become  a 
better  organized,  well  funded,  allied  movement. 
Your  vote  counts  so  use  it  wisely. 

Patricia  Tracey 
Somerville,  MA 


Legion  Post  Members 
Deny  Harassing  Gays 


By  David  Morris 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  group 
of  gay  men  has  charged  that  the 
illegal  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages 
at  a  Cambridge  American  Legion 
post  has  resulted  in  the  harassment 
by  legionnaires  of  gay  men  cruis¬ 
ing  a  nearby  wooded  area. 

John  Ward,  attorney  for  the 
men,  told  GCN  he  had  conveyed 
the  charges  of  illegal  sale  of  al¬ 
cohol  in  a  letter  to  Metropolitan 
District  Commissioner  Terrence 
Geoghegan,  but  that  he  has  not 
received  an  official  response.  The 
300-member  Marsh  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  is  on  land  leased 
to  it  by  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  (MDC)  and  both  the 
post  and  the  nearby  Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  MDC  police. 

Ward  was  quoted  in  the  Boston 
Globe  as  saying,  “My  clients  and 
their  friends  have  been  harassed 
over  the  years  when  they  go  there. 
These  guys  [post  members]  feel 
very  macho  with  a  few  beers  under 
their  belts  and  become  offended 
by  the  presence  of  homosexuals.” 

But  John  Wrenn,  past  com¬ 
mander  of  the  post,  claims  there  is 
no  harassment.  The  Boston  Globe 
quotes  him  as  saying,  “When  they 


are  attacked  in  this  area  and  run 
into  our  post  for  shelter,  we  give 
them  first  aid  and  call  the  police  to 
help  them.  When  a  citizen  is  at¬ 
tacked  and  comes  to  us  for  help, 
we  don’t  care  who  he  or  she  is  — 
we  try  to  help.” 

The  terms  of  the  MDC  lease  re¬ 
quire  that  “no  intoxicating  liquor 
be  sold  or  purveyed  on  the  leased 
premises.”  But  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe,  Wrenn  has  claimed 
the  post  was  granted  an  exception 
by  past  MDC  commissioner  John 
Sears. 

Joseph  Moran  of  the  MDC  told 
GCN  Sears  had  denied  to  him  that 
an  exception  had  been  granted  to 
the  Marsh  Post.  Moran  added  that 
in  any  case,  Sears  as  an  individual 
could  not  legally  have  granted  an 
exception,  since  any  such  action 
would  require  a  vote  of  the  full 
commission. 

Moran  told  GCN  he  notified  the 
commander  of  the  Marsh  Post  of 
the  charges  and  informed  him  that 
no  exception  to  the  terms  of  the 
lease  had  been  granted.  He  said  he 
warned  the  legionnaires  that 
violation  of  the  lease  would  result 
in  its  termination. 

Moran  further  stated  that  an  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  MDC  police 


Gay  Way’ 

continued  from  page  1 
week,  station  managers  said  they 
wanted  to  increase  the  number  of 
young  listeners.  “They  don’t  want 
to  be  an  alternative  station  any 
longer,”  said  Maguire.  “They’re 
trying  to  reach  a  whole  different 
audience.  They’re  competing  with 
commercial  stations  to  get  drive¬ 
time  [commuting]  listeners.  If  this 
doesn’t  work,  they’ll  play  rock  to 
get  the  young  audience.  And 
that’s  what  commercial  stations 
do.” 


had  turned  up  no  evidence  of  the 
sale  of  alcohol  on  the  premises. 

But  John  Ward  doubts  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  MDC  police.  He  told 
GCN  he  knew  of  the  case  of  a  gay 
man  attacked  at  the  Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary  by  an  off-duty  MDC  police  of¬ 
ficer  who  had  himself  been  drink¬ 
ing  at  the  Marsh  Post. 

Observers  familiar  with  the  Bird 
Sanctuary  give  mixed  reports  of 
MDC  police  activity  there.  They 
report  cases  of  harassment  and 
entrapment  by  police  as  well  as 
warnings  from  police  to  watch  for 
heterosexuals  who  frequent  the 
sanctuary  for  the  purpose  of  at¬ 
tacking  gay  men. 

Ward  told  GCN  that  if  there  is 
no  satisfactory  response  from  the 
Marsh  Post  and  the  MDC,  he  will 
file  suit  on  behalf  of  his  clients. 


Christo  denied  that  she  wants  to 
increase  the  size  of  the  teenage 
audience  in  the  immediate  future, 
and  denied  that  by  making  these 
changes  she  was  attempting  to  do 
so. 

Both  Christo  and  Riisman  told 
GCN  that  they  “regret”  losing  the 
“two-way”  (call-in)  aspect  of  Gay 
Way.  Riisman  added,  however, 
that  “this  loss  is  outweighed  by 
other  advantages.  By  airing  infor¬ 
mation  at  a  time  when  more  peo¬ 
ple  can  —  and  do  —  listen  to 
radio,  information  will  be  much 
more  available  .  .  .  and  no  one  is 
going  to  have  to  remember  to  tune 
in  to  Gay  Way  on  Tuesday 
night.”  They  both  agreed  that 
their  proposed  occasional  Sunday 
night,  half-hour  timely  specials 
would  suffer  from  lack  of  a  reg¬ 
ular  audience.  GCN  asked  why, 
then,  they  had  not  moved  Gay 
Way  to  a  day-time  slot  instead  of 
canceling  it. 

Christo  replied  that  WBUR, 
which  broadcasts  all  over  New 
England,  cannot  afford  at  this 
time  to  give  an  entire  hour  of  air 
time  to  a  show  which  has  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  only  500  to  1000  people. 
She  said  that  the  station  is  trying 
to  use  its  limited  resources  in  a 
way  that  serves  the  largest  number 
of  people.  For  instance,  she  said, 
Elder  Review  was  canceled 
because  WBUR  didn’t  think  the 
elderly  were  being  served  by  it, 


since  most  of  the  station’s  listen¬ 
ers  are  under  40. 

Riisman  denied  that  Boston 
University  President  John  Silber, 
an  opponent  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  had  anything  to  do  with 
taking  Gay  Way  off  the  air. 
“Silber  just  doesn’t  have  anything 
to  do  with  our  format,”  she  said. 
“Yes,  he’s  applied  pressure  in  the 
past,  but  that  hasn’t  happened  in 
a  long  time.  We  haven’t  solicited 
his  advice.  1  don’t  even  know  if  he 
knows  of  the  changes  yet.” 

Maguire  doubted  that  Silber 
was  behind  the  cancellation  of 
Gay  Way. 

“But  I  expect  you  [lesbians  and 
gay  men]  to  be  skeptical  and  sus¬ 
picious  [of  our  motives],”  said 
Christo.  “That’s  the  least  you 
should  be.  You’ve  come  a  long 
way  but  you’ve  got  a  long  way  to 
go  and  you’re  never  going  to  get 
anywhere  unless  you’re  on  your 
guard  ...  All  I  can  say  is,  let  me 
know  in  about  six  months  whether 
you  think  our  service  (to  lesbians 
and  gay  men)  hasn’t  improved.” 

Gearhart  urged  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  have  listened  to  Gay 
Way  in  Maine,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  to 
protest  its  cancellation  by  writing 
Jane  Christo  c/o  WBUR  Radio, 
630  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Bos¬ 
ton,  MA  02215,  or  calling  (617) 
353-2790. 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


TIE  TRAVEL  CENTER 

for  gay  travel 

GAY  OWNED 
AND  OPERATED 
FREE  destination 
guides  to  bars,  etc. 
with  each  reservation 

24-HR  Answering  Service 

326-6366 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 


The  food  is  excellent  .  .  . 

Flourchild’s  is  no  best  res¬ 
taurant,  it’s  better  than  that. 
R.  Nadeau,  Rea!  Paper 


42  Charles  St. 
for  carry  out  call 
523-9768 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

527-8097 


BY  APPT 
DAYS/EVES 


The  Idea! 

,  ■■  - - - v 

l*  in  Copley  Square 


A 

Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Conlev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
-a  2-T-M244 
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SATISFIED 
WITH  YOUR 
PRESENT 
WORI^  • 

make  a  new  life  with 

SHAKLEE 

Good  income,  bonus  car 
travel  can  all  be  yours. 

Call  (617)  825-7920 


PUERTO  RICO 

Spend  a  week  in  the  sun  in  San  Juan 
deluxe  guest  house  including  air  fare 
From  $439.20  Dble.  $488.20  Sgle. 
Call  for  inclusive  features 


THE  SUN  SETS  IN 
KEY  WEST 

STAY  AT  THE  INN  PLACE 
THE  ISLAND  HOUSE 
From  $440.00  dbl  -  $524.00  sgl 
Airfares  subj.  to  change  per  tariff 


MEXICO 

Exciting,  relaxing  Acapulco 
Fiesta  Tortuga  Hotel 
Midweek  departures 
$489.30  pp/do 
Weekend  departures 
$521 .30  pp/do 


BIKE  M 
ROOT 


HIGH  SECURITY 

Bike  Racks 

Locks  Frames 

and  Both  Wheels 

Chosen  by  MBTAand  other  lead¬ 
ing  Area  employers  for  security, 
simplicity  and  durability. 

Choice  of  Jeff  Buxbaum's  recent 
MIT-Cambridge  bicycle  study. 


TH€  SPACE  LATTICE  COMPflNV 
14  fivon  Ploce 
Cambridge,  Ma.  02140 

IN  CAMBRIDGE:  CALL  547-5755 


RELIEF  RESOURCES 

Human  Service  /  M.H. 
Part/Full-time  work  in 
residential  and  vocational 
programs  thruout  East. 
Mass.  Serving  devel.  dis¬ 
abled  population. 

Hours  designed  to  meet 
your  needs.  Temp  place¬ 
ment  as  subs. 

Doug/Pattie  846-8376 


GTtdvSl  Vue. 

BEACON  DIVISION 
312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  Tel.  357-9700 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 

POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-  426-4031 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves. 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


Herpes: 

Symptoms,  Transmissions,  Treatment, 
Coping,  Research  plus  current  biblio¬ 
graphy,  $2.50  Informed  Publications, 
P.0.  Box  3423,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 


TWELVE  CENTER 


Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 


Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 


Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Save  this  Ad  lOVt  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  KVBK  ST.,  MACON  MU 
teatwi  Tal.  523-2117 


THE  NAIAD  PRESS,  MC. 

SAPPHISTRY:  $8.00  P4>. 

THE  BOOK  OF 

LESBIAN  SEXUALITY 
(  signed  limited  edition  t!2. 00) 


1 7  Other  Lesbian  Books 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  Brochure. 


THE  NAIAD  PRESS,  INC.  Dept.  GCN 
7800  WESTSIDE  DRIVE 
WEATHERBY  LAKE.  MISSOURI  64152 


CA  AFP*  Wash,  conditioner,  cut  and 
■"  blow  dry.  With  this  ad. 


Reg  . ‘20 


_ Distinctive  hair  designs _ 

269  Newbury  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116  Phone:  261-14S3 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 


Relationship  Contracts 
Wills 

Incorporations 
Corporate  Matters 


Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Estate  Planning 


2  Park  Square  *  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116  *  617-426-2020 


Did  You  See?  SOS  San  Francisco 


The  following  letter  appeared  in 
the  Nashua,  N.H.,  Telegraph, 
Tuesday,  August  12,  1980.  It  was 
headlined,  “Bar  homosexuals 
from  office.  ” 

To  the  Editor: 

I  think  that  it  is  wrong  for  a 
“true  Christian”  to  vote  for 
someone  who  opposes  Christian¬ 
ity.  Like  Elaine  Noble,  who 
publicly  avows  her  lesbianism  with 
pride,  expects  Christians  to  accept 
her  way  of  thinking.  Whereas  true 
Christians,  should  not  give  up 
their  belief,  for  somebody  else’s 
disbelief.  Lesbians  who  publicly 
avow  their  lesbianism  and  claim  to 
be  proud  of  their  lifestyle  are  one 
of  two  things:  either  they’re  ig¬ 
norant  of  God  and  His  word,  or 
reject  God  and  His  word.  Either 
way,  1  don’t  believe  that  they 
should  be  running  for  a  govern¬ 
mental  office  to  become  one  of 
the  “people’s  leaders.”  Especially 
when  they  publicly  avow  them¬ 
selves,  in  reality,  what  they’re  say¬ 
ing  to  the  Christian  is:  “I’m  proud 
to  be  an  abomination  to  God!” 
So  even  before  they’re  elected, 
they  have  nothing  in  common 
with  the  true  Christian. 

Christians  who  vote,  remember 
“Watergate,”  and  look  into  your 


Bible  to  see  and  hear  what  God 
says  about  homosexuality 
(Romans:  1,  24-29).  Do  not  place 
your  faith  and  trust  in  mankind, 
before  God,  or  you’ll  regret  it. 
You  might  say:  “Well,  they  never 
did  anything  to  hurt  me,  so  I’ll 
vote  for  the  lesbian.”  That’s 
wrong,  because  I  could  easily  say 
that  the  “Gacy  murders,”  never 
included  any  young  boys  that  I 
knew,  so  why  should  I  warn 
people  about  the  sexual  appetite 
of  a  homosexual?” 
n  Christian  mothers  and  fathers, 
if  your  (sic)  not  worried  about 
yourselves,  then  think  about  your 
children  and  other  people’s 
children,  because  they  are  the 
future  of  our  nation.  The  goal  of  a 
homosexual  and  a  lesbian  is  to 
legalize  sin,  by  getting  elected  so 
as  to  obtain  power  in  society. 
ERA  will  give  the  homosexual 
more  rights  than  the  public  bar¬ 
gained  for.  “Equal  rights  to  a 
sexual  preference”  will  legalize  — 
adultery,  prostitution,  idolatry 
(homosexuality)  and  bestiality. 
For  the  people  who  are  not  fami¬ 
liar  with  the  word  “bestiality,”  it 
means  sex  with  an  animal,  which 
is  a  going  thing  with  the  homosex¬ 
uals  in  California. 


I  realize  that  to  the  true  Chris¬ 
tian  much  of  this  information 
sounds  and  appears  shocking,  but 
it’s  nothing  new  to  God.  The 
depth  of  the  perversity  of  those 
without  Him,  was  expected  to  be, 
by  Him  (Lev.  20,  15-17). 

Upon  my  stay  in  California,  I 
was  shocked  into  the  reality  that 
all  the  judgments  passed  by  God 
the  Father  in  the  4 ‘Old  Testa¬ 
ment”  upon  people  that  I  thought 
never  really  existed,  really  do 
exist!  Several  night  clubs  have 
neon-lights  flickering  around  the 
words,  “Oral  Sex,  Live  and  on 
Stage,  Two  Males,  Two  Females, 
and  With  Animals!” 

Now,  you  might  say:  Well, 
that’s  over  three  thousand  miles 
away,  that  could  never  happen 
here!  Christians,  stop  kidding 
yourselves,  it’s  beginning  here 
too.  Just  elect  one  in  office  and 
give  them  the  power  and  God  help 
the  children!  This  is  no  time  to  be 
shy  Christians,  as  you  can  see,  the 
opposition  is  not  shy  in  going 
after  what  he  wants,  and  what  he 
wants,  is  your  children’s  souls! 

God  help  our  country  and  its 
man-made  laws. 

Norma  Urban 
Nashua 


continued  from  page  1 
on  the  overpass  overlooking  the 
new  Metro  station.  The  nuns  then 
marched  up  the  street,  bringing 
over  100  spectators  in  tow.  They 
mounted  the  low  wall  behind  the 
30  somber  Christians  and  began  to 
dance,  to  the  cheers  of  the  audi¬ 
ence.  The  litany  was  repeated,  to 
even  greater  enthusiasm.  The 
circus  continued  for  half  an  hour, 
until  the  fundamentalists  marched 
out,  accompanied  by  whistles  and 
chants  of  “No  more  guilt!” 

The  following  day,  five  of  the 
“nuns”  attended  the  SOS  rally  in 
Union  Square,  without  incident. 
Other  gays  showed  up  to  demon¬ 
strate,  including  David  Hummel, 
with  his  ubiquitous  “Thank  God 
I’m  Gay”  sign. 

Saturday  night,  however, 
turned  into  a  tense  confrontation 
scene  on  Polk  Street.  A  group  of 
140  fundamentalists  appeared 
outside  Kimo’s  bar.  A  shoving 
match  began  after  some  of  them 
started  “witnessing”  to  unruly 
patrons  and  people  on  the  street. 
This  time,  there  were  no  Sisters 
around  to  break  the  tension.  For  a 
while,  violence  seemed  possible. 
“They  seemed  shocked  and 
afraid,”  Hummel  said.  “They 
hadn’t  expected  opposition.” 
Only  the  provident  retreat  of  the 
fundamentalists  defused  the  situa¬ 
tion. 


Many  of  the  budding  evangel¬ 
ists  have  gone  back  to  Nebraska 
and  Mississippi  to  tell  the  home 
folks  about  the  Wicked  City  of  the 
West.  But  we  are  still  left  with  the 
zealots  who  come  from  places  like 
Pinole  and  Guerneville  to  bedevil 
us  —  indeed,  much  like  Satan 
quoting  scripture  to  serve  his  own 
ends.  Whether  gays  will  resort  to 
violence  or  creativity  to  meet  the 
continuing  fundamentalist  on¬ 
slaught  remains  to  be  seen. 

Wisconsin 

continued  from  page  3 
previously  existing  county  anti- 
discrimination  laws.) 

Lightner  said  the  ordinance 
would  eliminate  discrimination 
not  only  against  lesbians  and  gay 
males,  but  also  against  single 
women,  fat  people,  and  the  phys¬ 
ically  disfigured. 

She  also  said  that  she  thought 
the  ordinance  passed  by  a  wider 
margin  than  its  supporters  had 
originally  expected  because  board 
member  felt  a  “moral  obligation” 
to  pass  it. 

Dane  County  includes  the  city 
of  Madison,  which  has  had  a 
broad  lesbian  and  gay  rights  ordi¬ 
nance  banning  discrimination  in 
both  housing  and  employment 
since  1974,  as  well  as  several 
smaller  .cities  and  towns  and  rural 
areas. 


BERNARD  J.  O'ROURKE,  JR. 

PRESIDENT 

CITY  TRAVEL,  INC. 

Domestic  &  International  Travel 

58  HIGH  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02110 

61 7  426-0001 

landscape 

designs 

complete  landscape  service 

small  garden 
and  courtyard 
designs 

Landscape  design  by 

JOE  DAGATA 

628-1125  leave  message 

aeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit ’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 

Efficiencies.  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 

RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST.  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 

!  complete  lock  servicing 

dead  locks  •  police  locks 
'  locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

AUS€D 
***  SOUMD 

Boston’s  largest  dealer 
In  used  stereo  components 
at  UNBELIEVABLE  PRICES! 
Pre-tested  &  Guaranteed. 

We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 

Mon  thru  Fri  10-5:30 
Sat  10-5,  Thurs  10-8 
225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
Off  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


Q^EEM  LEAF 
FLORISTS 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


the  UUMte  tooth 


healthy  teeth  ... 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


visit  with  us 
at 


aw 

an  inn 


24  Shore  Road  Ogunquit,  Me. 
(207)  646-2181 
Your  hosts:  David  &  Rod 

Traditional  accommodations 
&  efficiencies 
Complimentary 
continental  breakfast 


JAMES 
GARCELON 

Carpentry 

Electric 

Plumbing 

Locks 


7  MOULTRIE  ST. 
DORCHESTER.  MA.  02124 
(617)  282-3864 


Johnn  M.  Aloia 
D.M.D. 


.  _  -  1\7V  Kt/V  NTV 

oocaao  ooJXSa-}  caPson  cosaoo 

31 1  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Boston,  AAA  02115 

266-9105 

office  hours 
by  appointment 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesblon  health 

Issues.  Menopause. 
Herbol  heollng. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shoujs  —  Rvollable  for 
Groups 

women -worker,  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve..  Cambridge  S47-2302 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 


Fully  Licensed  and 
Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 
Apt  •  Home*  Office 

FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 
Express:  N.Y..  Phila.,  D  C. 

254-2200 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment  ’ 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

s  Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation  : 
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The  Eighth  Suffolk  Candidates:  Where 


By  David  Morris 

Lesbian  and  gay  electoral  strength  in  the 
Massachusetts  House  has  for  some  time 
centered  in  the  Eighth  Suffolk  District 
(Ward  Five),  which  includes  Beacon  Hill, 
Back  Bay,  Bay  Village,  and  the  South  End. 
Barney  Frank,  who  represented  the  district 
in  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  for  seven  years,  has  been  the  chief 
sponsor  and  strongest  advocate  for  legisla¬ 
tion  to  protect  gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
discrimination  in  civil  service  hiring.  During 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  the  bill 
came  within  a  handful  of  votes  of  passing. 

When  Frank  announced  a  few  months 
ago  that  he  would  leave  his  seat  in  the  State 
House  to  run  for  the  U.S.  Congress,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  candidates  entered  the  race  to  replace 
him. 

Although  only  one  name,  that  of  Victor 
Themo,  will  appear  on  the  ballot  in  the 
September  16  Democratic  primary,  nine 
other  candidates  are  conducting  write-in  or 
“sticker”  campaigns. 

John  McDonald  is  unopposed  in  his  bid 
for  the  Republican  nomination. 

The  following  profiles  of  the  10  Demo¬ 
cratic  candidates  are  summarized  from 
interviews  held  with  them. 


Gary  Dotterman 

Bar  owner  Gary  Dotterman  has  been 
involved  in  liberal  and  progressive  politics, 
within  the  Democratic  Party  and  outside  it, 
for  the  past  25  years.  His  electoral 
campaign  experience  includes  working  in 
local  races  in  Oklahoma  and  Massachusetts 
as  well  as  the  presidential  campaigns  of 
John  Kennedy,  George  McGovern,  Eugene 
McCarthy,  Fred  Harris  and  Ted  Kennedy. 
He  did  civil  rights  work  in  the  South  in  the 
’60s  and  has  been  involved  in  union 


organizing  drives  among  farm  workers  in 
the  Southwest  and  garment  workers  in 
Arkansas. 

Dotterman  came  out,  personally  and 
politically,  in  1974  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Homophile  Union  of  Boston,  and 
subsequently  helped  lobby  for  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  legislation  on  Beacon  Hill. 

A  self-described  “radical,”  Dotterman 
offers  no  apology  for  his  political  beliefs. 
“I  think  in  a  sense  [my  radicalism]  would 
give  me  a  standing  in  the  state  legislature. 
...  I  proudly  say  I’m  a  radical.  In  fact,  I 
stand  back  and  say  there’s  no  way  you  can 
describe  me  as  a  liberal.  I  resent  the  ‘white 
liberal’  term  because  it  indicates  somebody 
who’s  willing  to  compromise  his  principles. 
As  a  radical  I  think  that  nothing  in  this 
country  significant  has  come  forth  unless  it 
was  first  put  forth  by  radicals.” 

Dotterman  says  the  success  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill  that  came  within  a  few 
votes  of  passage  last  session  depends  on  the 
composition  of  the  legislature  after  the 
coming  elections,  but  that,  at  any  rate,  a 
gay  representative  in  the  State  House  would 
be  valuable.  “I  think  that’s  the  biggest 
thing  as  far  as  the  gay  community  is 
concerned  that  I  can  offer  as  a  candidate 
other  than  my  dedication  and  my  hard 
work  and  my  history  of  political 
involvement  and  struggle.” 

Dotterman  believes  work  on  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  legislation  is  worth  the  effort, 
despite  the  probability  of  a  veto  by  the 
present  governor.  “It  would  have  a 
tremendous  impact  nationally  if  we  were 
able  to  gain  a  majority  vote  for  the  gay  bills 
despite  the  governor’s  veto.” 

Citing  the  cases  of  the  four  gay  men  who 
have  been  murdered  in  the  area  in  the  last 
six  months,  Dotterman  says  the  Eighth 
Suffolk  District  has  one  of  the  highest 
crime  rates  in  the  city.  He  advocates 
adequate  police  protection,  “not  protection 
that’s  going  to  entrap  people  in  the 
bathroom  of  the  public  library,”  but 
protection  that  is  visible  on  the  streets  and 
is  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Dotterman  favors  the  active  recruitment 
of  police  officers  from  the  lesbian,  gay  male 
and  minority  communities. 

On  the  subject  of  housing,  Dotterman 
urges  a  two-year  moratorium  on 
condominium  conversion,  starting 
immediately,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  a 
legislative  committee  to  write 
comprehensive  housing  legislation.  “We 
can  no  longer  stand  idly  by,”  he  says,  “and 
watch  older  people  and  people  who  have 
been  living  in  their  apartments  for  more 
than  six  months  thrown  out  in  the  streets 
because  some  landlord  has  plundered  the 
building  to  a  point  where  it  will  not  produce 
any  more  revenue  than  it  already  has,  and 
he  can  now  take  on  a  federal  loan  to 
rehabilitate  this  run-down  building  and  sell 
it  for  high  profits  as  a  condominium  and 


continue  to  make  high  profits.” 

Dotterman  advocates  low-interest,  state- 
guaranteed  loans  for  housing  with 
payments  not  to  exceed  the  present  rent  of 
the  tenant.  He  supports  effective  rent 
control  laws,  with  no  vacancy  decontrol, 
and  a  mandated  roll-back  of  rents  to  the 
level  of  two  years  ago. 

Dotterman  has  advanced  a  plan  for 
making  public  transportation  in  Boston 
free  to  passengers.  He  says  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation 
Authority  should  be  merged  with  the 
Turnpike  Authority^  and  the  Port 
Authority.  Revenue  from  those  two 
agencies  together  with  federal  subsidies 
already  being  used  would  cover  the  cost  of 
public  transportation  within  the 
metropolitan  area,  he  says,  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  a  return  to  the  level  of  service  before 
the  recent  cutback.  Dotterman  also  urges 
an  extension  of  service  to  3:00  a.m.  for  the 
use  of  night  workers. 

In  response  to  charges  that  he  doesn’t 
actually  live  in  the  Eighth  Suffolk  District, 
Dotterman  asserts  that  his  legal  residence  as 
well  as  his  voter  registration  have  been  in 
the  district  for  the  past  three  years. 


Smoki  Bacon 

Smoki  Bacon,  part  owner  of  a  consulting 
firm  specializing  in  fund-raising  for  non¬ 
profit  organizations,  began  her  life  in  a 
political  atmosphere  and  has  never  left  it. 
Her  grandfather  was  a  ward  heeler  in 
Brookline;  her  great-uncle  was  the  first 
Italian-American  in  the  State  House. 
Bacon’s  own  involvement  began  with  her 
membership  in  the  State  Club,  a  bi-partisan 
political  discussion  group.  There  she  met 
politicians  on  whose  campaigns  she  later 


worked,  and  there  she  learned  some  basic 
principles.  “Always  listen  to  the 
opposition,”  she  says.  “Don’t  listen  to 
your  own  people.  Listen.  That’s  the  only 
way  you’ll  have  a  clear,  concise  view  on 
what  you’re  doing  and  really  develop  a 
strength  in  your  beliefs.” 

Bacon  has  since  worked  on  a  number  of 
local  and  state  campaigns  as  well  as  the 
presidential  campaign  of  Jimmy  Carter.  Of 
Carter,  she  says,  “I  do  feel  that  he  has  been 
a  huge  disappointment.” 

Bacon  says  she  is  running  in  the  current 
race  because  “I  can’t  think  of  anything 
more  satisfying  than  to  be  in  a  position  to 
legislate  the  things  that  I  believe  in,  and  I 
have  some  very  strong  beliefs.” 

Bacon  says  the  problem  of  public  safety, 
which  affects  especially  women,  gay  men, 
and  racial  minorities,  hinges  on  the  makeup 
of  the  police  department.  “The  straight 
white  males  control  the  power  structure. 
It’s  as  simple  as  that.  And  they  have  to 
move  over  and  make  room  for  other  people 
who  are  not  straight,  who  are  not  white, 
who  are  not  male.” 

She  adds,  “I  will  strive  to  get  minority 
groups  hired  onto  the  police  department: 
gays,  blacks,  females.  That’s  the  only  way 
it’s  going  to  change.” 

Bacon  also  advocates  a  redistribution  of 
police  around  the  city.  “We  put  a  lot  of 
police  on  at  baseball  games.  We  pay  for  this 
by  virtue  of  not  having  police  somewhere 
else  ...  I  think  there’s  something  wrong 
here.  I  think  that  those  people  who  are 
making  money  better  be  paying  for  those 
services.  I  really  don’t  think  the  citizens  of 
Boston  should  be.” 

Bacon  also  advocates  the  return  of  foot 
patrols. 

When  asked  about  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
legislation,  Bacon  said  she  is  the  only 
candidate  running  who  has  actually  helped 
get  bills  passed.  She  was  involved  in 
lobbying  for  a  bill  to  bring  the 
disadvantaged  into  the  civil  service  system 
and  another  bill  to  establish  arts  councils  in 
the  cities  of  Massachusetts. 

Bacon  says  passage  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  legislation  in  the  state  is  a  matter  of 
having  a  representative  who  “knows  the 
State  House.”  She  says  that  although 
Barney  Frank  has  already  done  the  difficult 
groundwork  for  such  legislation,  a  strong 
representative  from  the  Eighth  Suffolk 
District  is  still  needed. 

She  says  the  possibility  of  a  gubernatorial 
veto  doesn’t  discourage  her.  “I  wouldn’t  go 
to  the  State  House  to  take  on  Ed  King  as  an 
enemy.  We  disagree  vehemently  in  many 
areas,  but  I  consider  myself  a  politician.  I’d 
work  with  him.” 

On  the  subject  of  housing.  Bacon  sees 
condominium  conversion  as  a  mixed 
blessing.  “I  see  a  certain  stabilization 
coming  to  the  area  [as  a  result  of 
condominium  conversion],  but  for  that 
stabilization  people  who’ve  lived  here  have 


RE-ELECT  STATE  REPRESENTATIVE 

SAL  DIMASI 

WARDS  3  &  8 


Supported:  Gay  Rights  -  legislation  to  prohibit  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference;  Rape  Staircasing  -  Graduated  penalties  for 
sex  offenses  to  secure  more  convictions;  Sexual  Harassment  -  legislation 
to  prevent  sexual  harassment  on  the  job. 

VOTE  ★  DEMOCRAT  Endorsements  -  Barney  Frank,  State  Rep.;  Rosemarie  Sansone,  City 
PRIMARY  DAY  Councillor;  Lt.  Gov.  Tom  O’Neill. 

TUESDAY,  SEPT.  16  paid  for  by  the  committee  to  re  elect  sal  dimasi 
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They  Stand  on  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 


the  right  to  live  here,  the  long-term  tenant, 
the  tenant  on  a  fixed  income.” 

Noting  that  the  tenants  being  displaced 
by  condo  conversion  are  the  elderly  and 
middle-income  people,  Bacon  urges  use  of 
Section  7  of  the  Community  Reinvestment 
Act,  by  which  a  community  group  buys  a 
building  and  runs  it  as  a  cooperative. 

Bacon  comments,  “One  of  my  esteemed 
opponents  has  been  saying,  ‘Smoki  Bacon 
is  very  nice  at  a  party,  but  I  can’t  really  see 
her  at  the  State  House.’  My  answer  to  that 
is  that  in  33  years  I’ve  been  part  of  groups 
that  have  raised  over  $25  million  [for  a 
variety  of  non-profit  organizatons].” 

She  adds,  “I  don’t  really  think  being  a 
lawyer  is  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world  .  .  . 
I  don’t  see  it  as  being  the  thing  that  would 
make  for  a  better  representative.  I  think 
what  would  make  for  a  better  represent¬ 
ative  is  somebody  like  myself  who  knows 
the  area,  who  knows  it  backwards  and 
forward,  who’s  been  working  in 
community  service  for  33  years,  who’s  been 
working  at  the  State  House  for  the  last  20 
years. 

“Let  me  be  your  representative  and  I’ll 
work  very  hard  for  you.” 


Dennis  Quilty 

Dennis  Quilty,  a  lawyer  with  experience 
both  in  private  practice  and  as  a  prosecutor 
in  the  Suffolk  County  district  attorney’s 
office,  has  done  volunteer  work  for  a 
number  of  political  candidates  and  has 
worked  with  a  number  of  elected  officials. 
Last  March  he  was  elected  to  the  Ward  Five 
Democratic  Committee  and  in  April  he  was 
elected  chair  of  the  committee.  He  has  since 
stepped  down  from  that  position  because 
two  other  members  of  the  committee  are 


also  running  for  state  representative  from 
the  district. 

Quilty  says,  “I  have  always  thought, 
since  I  was  quite  young,  that  I  would  have 
my  greatest  impact  in  an  electoral  political 
position.  I  consider  myself  a  leader.  I 
consider  that  I  have  some  good  things  to 
say  and  I  always  knew  I  would  run  for 
office  some  day.” 

Quilty  says  that  street  crime  is  a  major 
problem  in  the  district,  affecting  especially 
gay  men  and  women.  “We  live  in  a  very 
violent  society  and  I  think  there  are  certain 
members  of  that  society  who  are  made 
victims  more  easily  and  more  often  than 
others.  I  have  seen,  through  my  experience 
in  the  criminal  justice  system,  as  a  defender 
first  and  later  in  life  as  a  prosecutor,  that 
there  are  concerns  of  the  gay  community 
which  simply  are  not  being  addressed  the 
same  way  that  similar  concerns  of  the 
community  at  large  are  being  addressed.” 

Quilty  considers  that  the  long-range  solu¬ 
tion  to  lesbian  and  gay  oppression  lies  in  an 
educational  process  in  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  Of  more  immediate  concern,  he  says, 
is  the  education  of  the  police  and  city 
officials. 

Quilty  says  he  has,  among  officials,  an 
“instant  credibility  and  respect  which  has 
been  built  up  over  the  last  four  years.”  He 
says  he  would  thus  be  better  able  to  affect 
their  opinions  on  lesbian  and  gay  issues 
than  the  other  candidates. 

He  adds,  “I  am  addressed  [by  officials] 
as  someone  who  knows  first-hand  what  has 
gone  wrong  and  I  am  someone  who  certain¬ 
ly  cannot  be  bullshitted  as  easily  as  someone 
else.  I  think  that  separates  me  to  a  great 
degree  from  anyone  else  in  the  field.” 

Quilty  advocates  the  recruitment  of  gay 
and  lesbian  police  officers.  He  cites  the 
example  of  San  Francisco,  where,  he  says, 
14%  of  the  present  rookie  police  class  are 
gay  men.  He  adds  that  gay  and  lesbian 
police  officers  would  educate  the  rest  of  the 
department  from  within. 

Of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
police,  who  are  widely  criticized  for  their 
activities  in  gay  male  cruising  areas,  Quilty 
says  that  after  passage  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  legislation  the  MDC  police  will  also 
change.  The  legislation  concerns  hiring  in 
civil  service. 

As  for  legislative  strategy  for  passage  of 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  bills,  Quilty  says,  “I 
can  only  lead  on  that  issue  as  on  any  other, 
by  example.” 

He  adds,  “I  think  I  can  effectively  lobby, 
I  can  effectively  demonstrate  to  other  legis¬ 
lators  why  this  bill  is  in  their  best  interest, 
and  I  will  certainly  attempt  to  work  hand  in 
hand  with  the  [Massachusetts  Gay]  Political 
Caucus  and  begin  to  point  out,  if  legislators 
are  that  thick-headed,  that  there  are  gay 
and  lesbian  constituents  that  all  of  them 
have.” 

He  says,  “I  propose  to  be  the  chief 
sponsor  of  that  legislation.  I  think  that  dif¬ 


ferentiates  me  from  the  other  candidates  in 
this  field.” 

Quilty  commented,  “I  propose  to  be  a 
full-time  state  legislator.  I  believe  that  we, 
in  this  part  of  the  city,  need  a  full-time  legis¬ 
lator  because  we  don’t  have  the  representa¬ 


tion  through  our  city  government  that  other 
parts  of  the  city  have  and,  as  a  result,  our 
state  representative  must  be  a  city 
councilor,  a  school  committee  person  and, 
in  general,  an  advocate  for  us  throughout 
all  of  the  many  city  agencies.” 


Tom  Gallagher 

for  State  Representative/Allston  Brighton 


“As  State  Representative,  I’ll  fight  for  passage  of  legislation  banning  any  form  of  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference.  Moreover,  I’ll  be  replacing  a  Represen¬ 
tative  who  has  consistently  opposed  every  gay  rights  bill  that  has  come  before  the  House 
during  his  15  years  in  office.’’ 

Endorsed  by  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Tom  Gallagher  has  also  received  the  backing  of  the  Massachusetts  Women’s  Political  Caucus; 
United  Auto  Workers  CAP  (UAW);  Americans  for  Democratic  Action;  Citizens  for  Participation 
in  Political  Action  (CPPAX);  and  the  League  of  Conservation  Voters. 
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Committee  to  Elect  Tom  Gallagher  State  Representative  •  408  Market  Street,  Brighton  •  787-9446  and  566-5622 
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Jack  Rubin 

Bar  manager  Jack  Rubin  has  been 
involved  in  politics  in  unusual  ways.  Besides 
raising  money  through  the  bars  he  has 
managed  a  number  of  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations,  he  says  he  has  “torn  down 
the  walls  surrounding  the  gay  community” 
by  becoming  involved  in  neighborhood 
affairs  and  by  promoting  neighborhood 
involvement  among  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community. 

Rubin  says  he  entered  the  race  because  “I 
don’t  want  to  see  us  going  backward.  We’re 
too  close  to  successfully  passing 
legislation.” 

He  says  he  wasn’t  satisfied  with  the  other 
candidates.  “Out  of  every  single  candidate, 

I  did  not  see  where  they  stood  on  anything. 
They  said  they  were  for  gay  rights.  Frankly 
I’m  tired  of  hearing  people  say,  ‘I’m  for  gay 
rights.’  We’re  getting  tokenism  for  it.  I 
really  want  to  see  someone  that  actively  will 
support  gay  rights  issues  .  .  .  So,  if  you’re 
not  happy,  do  it  yourself.  And  I’m  an 
ambitious  person.  I’ve  got  to  be  active,  I’ve 
got  to  be  working.” 

Rubin  says  the  current  problems  of  the 
district  require  long-range  efforts  and  that 
therefore  the  position  shouldn’t  be  held  by 
a  “political  climber”  who  will  move  on  to 
higher  office  as  soon  as  the  opportunity 
presents  itself. 

Rubin  says  a  gay  representative  would  be 
better  able  to  educate  other  legislators  on 
lesbian  and  gay  issues  than  would  a  straight 
representative.  “You  have  to  have  been 
there,”  he  says. 

Rubin  suggests  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
legislation  would  stand  a  better  chance  of 
passage  if  it  were  attached  to  another  bill, 
one  covering  a  broader  area  of  civil  rights, 
for  example. 

On  the  prospect  of  a  gubernatorial  veto 
of  a  gay  and  lesbian  rights  bill,  Rubin  says, 
“I’m  not  sure  at  this  point  in  time  if 
Governor  King  will  veto  it.  We’re  all  going 
on  an  assumption  that  he’s  so  actively  anti¬ 
gay,  but  he’s  never  done  a  thing.  ...  I’d  be 
very  interested  in  the  test.” 

But  Rubin  opposes  large-scale  public 
debate  on  the  bills.  “We  are  dealing  with  a 
minority  and  we  don’t  want  to  get  the 
public  excited.  We  want  to  get  our  rights, 
the  same  as  everybody  else.” 

Rubin  says  that  after  the  passage  of  the 
two  bills  that  have  been  introduced  in  past 
sessions,  he  would  like  to  propose  other 
legislation,  including  a  bill  to  protect 
mothers  and  another  to  recognize  officially 
lesbian  and  gay  relationships. 

On  the  subject  of  violent  crimes,  Rubin 
advocates  a  “rights-of-the-victim”  bill 
which,  he  says,  would  “stop  [the  police] 
from  treating  gay  people  as  second-class 
citizens.  A  lot  of  them  say  now,  ‘It’s  only  a 
faggot  that  got  beat  up.’  ” 

Rubin’s  “rights-of-the-victim”  bill 
would  require  police  to  explain  to  victims  of 
crimes  what  their  legal  rights  are  and  would 
strengthen  the  existing  state  program  under 
which  victims  in  some  cases  are  entitled  to 
up  to  $10,000  in  compensation. 

Rubin  is  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
size  of  the  police  force.  “I  don’t  think  the 
answer  is  having  more  police.  We  have  got 


ample  police,  but  their  time  has  got  to  be 
better  utilized.” 

He  adds,  “I  definitely  feel  that  there 
should  be  gay  men  and  lesbians  on  the 
police  department.  They’ve  got  to  take  an 
active  role  in  including  people  from  every 
single  minority  onto  the  police  department 
so  that  they  [the  police]  have  a  better  educa¬ 
tion.” 

In  answer  to  criticism  leveled  at  him  at  a 
recent  candidate’s  forum,  Rubin  says  he 
intends  to  follow  through  on  an  application 
to  expand  the  liquor  license  of  Buddies,  the 
bar  he  managed  until  recently,  because  he 
considers  it  a  business  commitment.  But  he 
adds,  “As  far  as  my  stance  on  liquor 
licenses  and  the  expansion  of  them  in  the 
community,  there’s  no  way  that  I  want  to 
see  any  new  liquor  licenses  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.” 

Rubin  comments,  “We  have  been 
courted  by  politicians  who  have  made  us 
promises  because  they  think  we’ve  got  a 
vote  and  they  think  we’ve  got  power.  The 
stronger  I  win,  the  more  it’s  going  to  mean 
for  the  gay  community.” 


Mary  Mullen 

Mary  Mullen,  an  administrator  at 
Wellesley  College,  has  been  active  in 
community  affairs  for  ten  years.  She  was  an 
associate  member  of  the  Ward  Five 
Democratic  Committee  for  eight  years  and 
this  year  was  elected  to  full  membership. 

Mullen  has  worked  on  the  campaigns  of 
Barney  Frank,  previous  Ward  Five 
representative,  and  Elaine  Noble,  the  first 
openly  gay  or  lesbian  elected  official  in  the 
country. 

Mullen  says  she  decided  to  run  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  because  she  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  existing  candidates. 
When  urged  by  others  to  run,  “I  said  yes. 
I’m  certainly  as  qualified  as  the  people  that 
were  considering  running  and  more 
qualified  than  a  lot  of  them.” 

Mullen  says  one  of  the  significant  issues 
in  the  race,  particularly  for  women  and  gay 
men,  is  violent  crime.  “What  we  have  been 
doing  through  the  neighborhood  police 
panels  is  trying  to  advocate  that  safety 
starts  with  the  individual.  You  can’t  put 
yourself  in  a  position  to  be  a  victim  and  not 
expect  something  to  happen.  In  a  way,  it’s  a 
terrible  way  to  go  through  life,  but  at  the 
same  time  safety  has  to  start  with 
yourself.” 

Mullen  sees  little  that  can  be  done  in  the 
legislature  to  protect  people.  “I  don’t  know 
how  you  can  legislate  that.  I  think  it’s  more 
of  an  educational  process.  Maybe  making 
more  money  available  for  an  educational 
process,  but  it  has  to  start  with  the  person 
himself.” 

Mullen  says  the  recent  murders  of  gay 
men  have  resulted  from  carelessness.  “I 
don’t  know  all  the  circumstances  that  led 
up  to  the  gay  murders,  but  some  of  them,  I 
understand  that  they  did  leave  bars  with 
people  that  were  unknown  to  them.  You’re 
putting  yourself  in  a  very  dangerous 
situation,  whether  you’re  a  gay  person  or  a 
straight  person,  a  man  or  a  woman.” 


Mullen  has  little  criticism  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  “I  think,  like  any 
profession  or  business,  you  have  very  good 
people  and  you  have  some  people  in  the 
business  that  probably  shouldn’t  be  there. 
...  For  the  most  part  I  think  that  the  police 
department  has  been  pretty  responsive  to 
the  people  in  the  area.” 

When  asked  about  the  arrests  of  gay  men 
in  the  men’s  room  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  Mullen  respbnded,  “I  do  not 
know  all  the  details  on  the  entrapment  of 
gay  men.  But  I  also  believe  that  sex  does  not 
belong  in  public  places,  either  heterosexual 
or  homosexual,  not  in  a  public  park  or  the 
library  or  whatever.” 

Pledging  her  support  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  rightsi  bills  that  have  been  introduced 
repeatedly  for  the  past  seven  years,  she  said 
their  passage  “is  a  matter  of  working  hard 
with  your  colleagues  and  getting  them  to  see 
that  there  is  reason  to  have  them  passed.” 

She  says  she  would  not  be  discouraged  by 
the  prospect  of  a  veto.  “It’s  certainly  worth 
putting  effort  into.especially  if  you’re  the 
representative  from  this  district.  If  you’re 
running  and  saying  you  would  sponsor  the 
gay  rights  bill,  (to  say  that  I  would  do  that 
and  then  not  put  any  effort  into  it  because  I 
think  it’s  going  to  lose,  I  think  that’s 
absolutely  ridiculous.” 

Mullen  says,  “I  don’t  want  to  say  I’m 
better  for  [lesbians  and  gay  men]  than  any 
of  the  other  candidates.  I  want  to  say  I’m 
better  for  the  whole  district  than  any  of  the 
other  candidates,  because  of  my 
involvement  and  background.  And  part  of 
that  involvement  and  background  I  gained 
when  I  worked  in  Elaine  Noble’s  campaign 
the  first  time  that  she  ran.  And  when  she 
ran,  I  worked  for  her  because  I  believed  she 
was  the  best  person  for  the  job.  I  don’t  pick 
a  person  because  of  their  sexual  preference. 
I’ve  gained  a  lot  of  experience  working  on 
Elaine’s  campaign  and  Barney’s  campaign 
and  other  campaigns.  Put  that  together 
with  my  community  involvement,  and  then 
I  feel  that  I’m  the  best  candidate.” 

She  added,  “I  would  certainly  be 
accessible.  I  plan  on  being  a  full-time 
representative.  I  plan  on  being  available  all 
the  time  to  the  constituents  of  the  area.  If 
we  think  of  it  in  terms  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  and  the  minority 
community,  in  my  own  way  I’m  a  minority. 
I’m  a  woman.” 


Lester  Thomas  White 

Lester  White,  an  airline  customer  service 
representative  has  been  involved  in  a 
number  of  personal  campaigns  for 
community  improvement.  He  has  spoken  at 
several  hearings  on  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority,  urging  cleaner 
subway  stations  and  opposing  a  fare 
increase.  He  personally  set  out  with  a  mop 
and  pail  to  clean  up  the  Arlington  Street 
station. 

As  a  one-man  picket.  White  recently 
alerted  the  public  and  government  officials 
to  price  gouging  onthe  part  of  a  Beacon  Hill 
service  station  owner. 

White  says,  “I  have  also  found  free  time 
to  clean  our  antique  gas  lamps  around  my 


neighborhood,  paint  wheelchair  ramps, 
sweep  streets  and  sidewalks  and  many  other 
things  as  well.” 

Of  the  present  race.  White  has  said,  “I 
have  sat  back  these  past  few  months  since 
Mr.  Barney  Frank  announced  that  he  was 
going  to  pursue  the  seat  being  vacated  by 
Father  Drinan  and  have  listened  to  all  the 
candidates  speak  and  feel  that  I  can  offer 
more  ...  I  bring  to  the  job  of  state 
representative  my  10  years  of  hard  work 
and  dedication  to  my  company  and  the 
travelling  public  as  well.  For  most  of  those  I 
years  I  have  worked  handling  customer 
complaints  and  problems  and  feel  that  this 
is  an  excellent  prerequisite  for  the  job.” 

White,  who  admits  he  is  not  familiar  with 
the  issue  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  has  writ¬ 
ten,  “I  believe  the  most  critical  criteria  [for 
choosing  a  state  representative]  should  be  a 
man  or  woman  who  both  understands  our 
diverse  interests  and  can  successfully  join  in 
a  partnership  with  others  to  accomplish  our 
common  goal.” 

White  says  he  intends  to  study  lesbian 
and  gay  concerns. 


(No  photograph 
available  at  press  time) 


Victor  Themo 

Victor  Themo  has  worked  for  several 
political  candidates,  including  Ted  Kennedy 
and  Boston  Mayor  Kevin  White.  He  has 
run  for  state  representative  from  the  Eighth 
Suffolk  District  twice  before.  He  is  the  only 
candidate  who  will  be  on  the  ballot  for  the 
Democratic  primary. 

Themo  says,  “The  reason  I  wanted  the 
seat  and  the  reason  I  ran  for  it  was  that  I 
thought  that,  having  lived  all  my  life  in  the 
district,  knowing  what  the  district  problems 
were,  I  thought  I  could  do  a  good  job.” 

Concerning  lesbian  and  gay  legislative 
concerns,  Themo  says,  “There  are  two  sets 
of  particular  laws  as  far  as  I’m  concerned: 
those  laws  that  are  offensive  to  the  gay 
community  and  then  those  laws  .  .  .  that 
may  be  offensive  to  the  straight  commun¬ 
ity.  I  could  never  understand  why  [gay  and 
lesbian  activist  don’t]  try  to  do  away  with 
legislation  ...  in  sections  rather  than  as  a 
whole  .  .  .  They  [lesbian  and  gay  lobbyists] 
go  and  they  lobby  and  they  want  to  remove 
something  that’s  been  there  for  a  long  time. 
And  they  end  up  actually  getting  nothing 
out  of  it,  rather  than  taking  sections  that 
have  to  do  with,  say,  the  age  of  majority 
[age  of  consent]  and  dealing  with  those  par¬ 
ticular  issues,  work  to  the  point  where,  if  it 
has  to  do  with  minors,  leave  that  part  alone 
.  .  .  They  [some  legislators]  say,  ‘No,  I 
want  this  because  1  have  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters.’  You  say,  ‘You  leave  this  part,  but  this 
other  part  that  has  to  do  with  situations 
where  we’re  a  majority’.  .  .  I  think  it  could 
be  done  little  by  little.  You’re  taking  some 
part  today  off,  the  next  session  you  take 
another.  And  eventually  I  think  you’d  get 
all  the  laws  that  are  offensive  ...  1  think 
that’s  the  only  way  it  can  be  achieved.” 

On  women’s  issues,  Themo  says,  “Of 
course,  I  am  for  the  ERA  a  long  time  ago. 
We’ve  passed  it  in  Massachusetts.  What  can 
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you  do  really  to  get  the  other  states  that 
haven’t  passed  it  to  pass  it?” 

On  local  affairs,  Themo  comments, 
“The  mayor  wants  to  put  a  Boston  Dis¬ 
crimination  Commission  which  apparently 
got  lost  in  the  shuffle  or  it  wasn’t  given 
enough  help  ...  I  don’t  think  that  anything 
has  been  done  about  it.  I’m  a  little  surprised 
at  two  of  the  city  councilors,  Sansone  and 
Sears,  who  are  tyring  to  create  a  whole  new 
human  rights  bill  which,  basically,  one  of 
the  hardest  workers  for  it  is  Elaine  Noble.” 

Themo  stated,  “The  next  representative 
from  this  district  really  has  his  work  cut  out 
for  him  as  far  as  condo  conversion  and  rent 
control  [are  concerned].”  He  advocates  a 
total  ban  on  condominium  conversion  and 
“total  rent  control.” 


Alexander  Bok 

Harvard  undergraduate  Alexander  Bok 
has  worked  in  several  electoral  campaigns 
as  well  as  in  the  offices  of  elected  officials. 
In  1977  he  worked  in  the  campaign  of  city 
councilor  Rosemarie  Sansone  and  later  did 
“constituent  and  issue”  work  in  her  office. 
In  1975  and  1976  he  worked  in  the  office  of 
state  representative  Barney  Frank.  He  has 
also  worked  on  the  presidential  campaign 
of  Ted  Kennedy. 

Bok  says  of  the  present  race,  “I  feel  that 
I  have  more  directly  relevant  experience 
than  anyone  else  running  in  the  race.” 

Bok  says  the  representative’s  job  entails 
more  than  just  voting.  “The  role  of  the 
state  representative  is  not  just  to  make  sure 
that  bills  are  passed,  but  to  make  sure  when 
they  are  that  they  are  being  followed 
through  on  appropriately.  As  an  example, 
with  the  gay  community,  the  role  that 
Barney  [Frank]  and  Robin  MacCormack 
[Boston  Mayor  Kevin  White’s  liaision  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community]  play,  plays 
up  on  one  of  the  major  perceptions  I  have 
on  policies,  that  is  if  people  in  public  office 
know  that  people  are  keeping  an  eye  on 
what  they’re  doing,  they’ll  behave  totally 
differently.” 

He  adds,  “Tl]e  role  of  the  legislator  in 
this  area  is  very1  much  of  an  ombudsman 
and  a  coordinator  and  a  leader  ...  We.  all 
vote  the  same  way  on  80%  of  the  issues. 
And  therefore  it’s  a  question  of  who’s 
going  to  be  effective.” 

“The  current  status  of  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity  in  general,”  Bok  says,  “is  that  it  is 
currently  the  last  acceptable  form  of  bigotry 
left  to  many  people.”  On  that  basis,  he 
argues  for  a  quiet  approach  to  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  legislation.  “Being  visible  and 
active  isn’t  necessarily  going  to  pan  it,”  he 
says,  since  visibility  would  give  reaction¬ 
aries  “something  to  focus  on.” 

Bok  claims,  “If  this  was  a  secret  vote, 
gay  rights  would  pass.” 

Visibility,  Bok  believes,  would  also  affect 
the  chances  for  a  veto  should  a  bill  pass  the 
legislature.  “In  a  world  where  you  have  an 
Ed  King,  you  are  much  more  likely  to  get  a 
veto  if  the  educational  process  on  the  bill  is 
one  that  could  be  called  shrill  or  one  that 
could  be  called  overly  public.” 


Bok’s  long-range  strategy  for  passage  of 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  bills  is  to  elect  a  new 
governor  in  1982.  A  more  immediate  tactic, 
he  says,  would  be  to  broaden  support 
within  the  legislature  and  to  merge  such 
legislation  with  other  issues  to  form,  for 
example,  an  omnibus  public  employment 
protection  bill. 

Bok  says  lesbian  and  gay  rights  laws  on 
the  city  level  are  a  distinct  possibility  in  the 
near  future.  He  says  that  with  more  support 
from  Mayor  Kevin  White,  the  city  council 
would  have  approved  the  Boston  Commis¬ 
sion  Against  Discrimination  (BCAD).  The 
BCAD,  which  included  gay  .  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  those  protected,  was  recently  voted 
down  in  favor  of  a  weaker  ordinance  that 
does  not  include  homosexuals.  “He  [White] 
did  not  lobby  for  it.  He  put  it  out  there  but 
he  didn’t  call  folks,  his  people  didn’t  call 
folks.  It  was  a  show  thing.  It  wasn’t 
reality.” 

Bok  claims  the  state  representative  from 
Ward  Five,  as  de  facto  city  councilor,  might 
have  affected  the  vote  on  the  BCAD. 

On  the  question  of  the  police,  Bok  com¬ 
mented,  “I  think  the  role  the  police  should 
play,  especially  regarding  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity,  is  that  of  making  sure  they  are  being 
treated  fairly  and  not  being  harassed  .  .  . 
My  basic  principle  on  issues  like  that  is  that 
unless  someone  is  complaining  what  people 
do  among  consenting  people  is  their  busi¬ 
ness  and  should  be  allowed  to  be  done.” 

Concerning  recent  arrests  in  the  men’s 
room  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  Bok 
commented,  “Police  should  not  be  down 
there  entrapping  people.” 

Bok  says  the  police  need  an  education  on 
lesbian  and  gay  matters.  “If  the  police  com¬ 
munity  is  aware  of  the  problems  and  the 
harassment  of  the  gay  community  and  they 
know  that  the  state  representatives  are 
keeping  an  eye  on  them,  things  will  im¬ 
prove.” 


Herb  Weiss 

Lawyer  and  businessman  Herb  Weiss 
says,  “I’ve  been  a  liberal  Democrat  and 
political  activist  all  my  life.”  His  activism 
has  included  work  on  a  number  of  local  and 
national  campaigns  and  in  the  Peace 
Center,  an  anti-war  organization  he  helped 
found. 

Weiss  stated,  “I’ve  always  felt  as 
individuals  in  a  society,  what  can  be  more 
worthwhile  than  participating  in  the  process 
that  determines  the  way  one’s  life  works?” 

Weiss  says  the  future  of  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  legislation  is  uncertain.  “I  think  any¬ 
body  who  promises  you  you’re  going  to  get 
the  gay  rights  bill  is  just  kidding  you  and 
himself.  Nobody  can  promise  anything.  A 
lot  depends  on  who’s  going  to  be  there,  on 
who  the  other  legislators  are  going  to  be. 
And  I  also  think  there’s  a  damn  good 
chance  of  getting  it  passed  because  there  are 
better  legislators  being  elected.  I  don’t 


think  it’s  particularly  a  problem  with  the 
leadership  because  the  leadership  isn’t 
issue-oriented  ...  I  think  the  chance  is 
good  because  I  think  there  are  enough  legis¬ 
lators  out  there  who  really  feel  it’s  right  to 
do  that.” 

Weiss  refers  to  a  failure  of  leadership. 
“Usually  the  public  sector,  particularly  in 
areas  of  social  reform,  is  the  leader  .  .  . 
Unfortunately,  in  gay  rights  the  reverse  has 
happened,  and  in  racial  issues  in  Boston, 
too.  It’s  the  private  sector  which  has  taken 
the  initiative  and  the  public  sector  is  lagging 
behind.  I  think  we  need  strong  leadership 
for  that  kind  of  racial  justice  and  that  kind 
of  civil  liberties  for  gay  rights  as  well.” 

As  a  remedy  for  homophobia  in  the 
police  department,  Weiss  suggests  filing 
lawsuits  against  the  police  in  cases  of 
harassment.  He  also  advocates  the  hiring  of 
lesbian  and  gay  police  officers  and  believes 
suits  should  be  filed  to  force  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  hiring. 

Weiss  believes  that  more  police  protec¬ 
tion  is  needed  in  the  communities,  including 
more  foot  patrols.  He  argues  that  police 
duties  should  be  redistributed,  with  less 
time  spent  on  traffic  and  parking  problems. 
Weiss  says  citizen  patrols  organized  within 
the  neighborhoods  should  not  be  needed. 
Several  Boston  neighborhoods  have  organ¬ 
ized  such  patrols  to  combat  racial  harass¬ 
ment  and  assaults  against  women  and  gay 
men. 

Weiss  urges  more  prison  space  and  faster 
trials.  He  also  advocates  making  juvenile 
crimes  part  of  the  rape  staircase  bill. 

On  the  subject  of  housing,  Weiss  says 
condominium  conversion  may  have  up¬ 
graded  some  neighborhoods  and  increased 
the  tax  base  but  it  has  also  adversely  af¬ 
fected  the  lives  of  people  who  have  been 
evicted  and  has  brought  about  gentrifica- 
tion.  He  argues  that  although  condomini¬ 
um  conversion  can’t  be  stopped,  specula¬ 
tion  should  be  taken  out  of  housing.  Weiss 
advocates  a  permanent  moratorium  on  the 
eviction  of  the  elderly,  effective  rent  control 
and  heavy  capital  gains  tax  on  condomini¬ 
ums.  He  argues  for  a  program  of  mixed 
public  and  private  financing  of  new  housing 
for  the  elderly  and  for  persons  of  low  and 
moderate  income. 

Weiss  says,  “I  see  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  not  only  as  a  particular  group.  I 
see  them  as  residents  of  theCommonwealth 
as  well  as  the  city  of  Boston,  and  though 
they  have  a  special  problem  in  terms  of  gay 
rights,  they  also  have  concern  from  the 
standpoint  of  how  our  economy  goes,  how 
the  taxes  go,  how  public  services  go  and  all 
the  other  issues  that  affect  everybody  else  in 
the  county.” 


Tom  Vallely 

Political  consultant  Tom  Vallely  has  been 
involved  in  politics  for  the  past  ten  years, 
both  as  a  volunteer  and  as  a  paid  consult¬ 
ant.  He  worked  against  the  war  in  Vietnam 
and  helped  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Against 


the  War.  He  has  worked  for  several 
political  campaigns,  including  Kevin 
White’s  mayoral  campaign  against  Louise 
Day  Hicks  and  Frank  Hatch’s  guberna¬ 
torial  campaign  against  Ed  King. 

Of  the  current  race  he  says,  “Rather  than 
playing  out  what  I  think  is  good  in 
American  politics  in  progressive  movements 
through  other  people’s  candidacies,  I  just 
made  a  decision  to  try  it  myself.” 

Vallely  says  he  as  a  representative  would 
follow  Barney  Frank’s  example.  “On 
human  rights,  the  legislator  from  this  dis¬ 
trict  has  to  follow  Barney’s  tradition,  and 
couldn’t  get  elected  unless  he  or  she  is  a 
strong  civil  libertarian,  whether  it  be  on 
supporting  the  Covenant  [Against  Racial 
Violence]  very  strongly,  whether  it  be  on 
demanding  that  we  have  a  permanent 
women’s  commission  that  does  not  act  on 
the  whim  of  the  governor,  that  takes  the 
women’s  commission  and  changes  it  from  a 
pro-ERA,  pro-choice  commission  to  an 
anti-ERA,  pro-life  group.  .  .  .  The  same  is 
true  with  the  added  responsibility  that  the 
representative  of  this  district  has  on  gay 
rights  legislation  and  gay  rights  issues  in 
general.” 

Vallely  adds,  “[Gay  rights]  is  an  issue 
that  the  legislator  from  this  district  has  the 
most  responsibility  of  any  district  in  the 
Commonwealth  to  be  the  chief  advocate, 
whether  or  not  he  or  she  be  the  chief 
sponsor.  I  think  that  would  be  arrogant  at 
first.  ...  I  would  obviously  be  honored  to 
be  the  chief  sponsor  of  it  if  that  was  politi¬ 
cally  appropriate.” 

Of  the  possibility  of  a  veto,  Vallely  says, 
“I  wouldn’t  mind  it  getting  vetoed  as  much 
as  I  would  mind  being  12  votes  short  rather 
than  three.” 

Vallely  says  the  momentum  on  the  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  bills  is  impressive.  He 
says  the  issue  is  now  acceptable  in  the 

Massachusetts  legislature  Just  as  it  is  accept¬ 
able  in  some  corporate  board  rooms  and  in 
the  planks  of  major  national  political 
parties.  “Gay  rights  has  become  a  civil 
rights  issue  that’s  on  the  national  agenda, 
which  helps  a  great  deal.” 

He  says  getting  more  votes  depends  on 
who  is  elected  to  the  legislature  in 
November. 

On  the  subject  of  violent  crime,  Vallely 
says,  “There’s  only  one  solution  to  crime 
that  I  know  of  and  that  is,  you  get  more 
police,  you  get  better  protection,  and  you 
build  more  jails.” 

He  adds,  “[Violent  crime]  is  not  a  gay 
issue.  Any  person  living  in  this  area  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  violence.  Obviously,  there  are 
the  special  violent  crimes  that  have  been 
committed  against  gay  men  in  the  district 
recently  which  sort  of  highlight  the  amount 
of  protection  that’s  needed  at  night.  But 
whether  it  be  violent  crime  or  the  epidemic 
of  break-ins,  you  need  more  police  officers. 
If  you  had  more  police  officers  checking  the 
alleys,  you’d  have  more  police  officers  in 
the  Victory  Gardens.” 

[The  Victory  Gardens  are  a  gay  cruising 
area  and  the  scene  of  frequent  assault  and  a 
recent  murder.] 

Vallely  urges  education  of  the  police  on 
gay  and  lesbian  issues. 

Vallely  says  the  Ward  Five  representative 
must  also  be  a  de  facto  city  councillor.  As 
such,  he  must  act  as  an  advocate  and  an 
ombudsman  for  his  constituents  before  the 
city  government. 

Vallely  points  out  the  need  to  replace  the 
revenue  lost  if  Proposition  2/i  passes.  He 
proposes  a  2%  tax  on  oil  company  revenue. 

Vallely  says  the  most  difficult  issue  facing 
the  city  at  present  is  the  housing  crisis.  He 
says  condominium  conversion  is  not  a  sta¬ 
bilizing  factor  in  the  district.  Vallely  advo¬ 
cates  protecting  the  qualified  elderly  from 
displacement  and  making  it  illegal  to 
convert  rent-controlled  apartments.  He  is 
not  in  favor  of  an  across-the-board  ban  on 
conversion,  but  favors  control  on  market 
forces. 
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People  you  trust  are  supporting 
Horn  VdNely  for  State  Representative. 


Americans  for  Democratic 
Action 

Democrats  for  Ward  5 
Carol  Aaron 
Darrel  Anderson 
Michael  &  Amy  Ansara 
Robert  Banker 
Patricia  Barry 
Peter  Berg 

Oakley  &  Sydney  Brooks 

Abby  Brown 

Charity  Brown 

Susan  &  John  Christiansen 

Steven  P.  Cohen 

Alan  Day 


Victoria  Denninger 
Polly  Dow 
Harron  Ellenson 
Robert  Fichter 
Lynn  Fife 
Barney  Frank 
Elsie  Frank 
Rev.  Leo  Gallant,  S.M. 
Richard  Garguilo 
Herbert  Gleason 
Evelyn  Harmer 
Nancy  Huntington 
Martha  &  Ira  Jackson 
Mimi  Jenkinson 
Madeline  Kasdon 
Robert  &  Rona  Kiley 


Stephen  &  Lois  Kunian 
Emily  Lloyd 
Les  &  Maureen  Lumley 
Robert  Manning 
Nancy  &  John  Marttila 
Michael  McCord 
June  McCourt 
Donald  McKay 
Gene  McLaughlin 
Steve  &  Betty  Ann  Mead 
Kathy  &  Larry  Meehan 
Charles  &  Mary  Merrill 
Margaret  Merry 
Paul  Nace 
Carolyn  Nemrow 
Paula  &  Bill  O’Keeffe 


Susanne  Perney 

Paul  Prindle 

Maggie  Robinson 

Mark  &  Catherine  Roosevelt 

Michael  Rotenberg 

Fred  &  Mary  Ann  Salvucci 

John  Sloan 

Penelope  Stohn 

Rose  &  David  Thorne 

John  Tosi 

Diggory  Venn 

Robert  Volante 

Thomas  Warded 

Thomas  White 

Betsy  &  Jim  Whitters 


“I  endorse  Tom  Vallely  for  State  Repre¬ 
sentative  from  Ward  5.” 

“I’ve  known  Tbm  Vallely  for  over  ten 
years.  I  know  Ibm  to  be  the  kind  of  man 
who  cares  deeply  about  the  larger  issues— 
justice  and  social  equity— but  who  also 
understands  that  caring  about  larger  issues 
does  not  mean  that  you  have  to  ignore  the 
needs  of  the  individual.” 

“I  am  convinced  that  Tbm  will  not  only  be 
an  outstanding  neighborhood  representa¬ 
tive  for  Ward  5,  but  will  also  quickly  join 


the  group  of  progressive  legislators  who 
are  fighting  for  change  and  political  reform 
on  Beacon  Hill.” 

“I  urge  as  much  a  coalescence  as  possible 
around  the  strongest  candidate  to  hold  this 
seat  in  what  has  been  an  important  pro¬ 
gressive  tradition.” 

“Tbm  Vallely  will  be  an  enlightened  and 
forceful  Representative.  That’s  why  I  am 
endorsing  Tbm  Vallely.” 

—Barney  Frank 
August  13, 1980 


137  Marlborough  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02116  David  H.  Thorne,  Chairman 


Barney  Frank  endorses  Tom  Vallely  for  State  Representative,  August  13, 1980. 


Photo:  Sarah  Putnam 
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Odyssey  of  o  Unicorn _ 

Remembrance  of  Things  Past 


By  Nancy  Walker 

It  was  September  1952.  I 
entered  college.  It  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  my  new  life.  I  cast  off  the 
garbage  of  high  school,  trying  to 
rid  myself  of  the  bad  taste  left  in 
my  mouth  by  four  years  of  an 
impossible  high  school  career, 
where  I  made  the  mistake  of 
having  a  crush  on  an  English 
teacher  who  couldn’t  deal  with  my 
intensity,  told  the  principal,  and 
precipitated  my  being  treated  for 
the  rest  of  my  high  school  tenure 
like  a  cross  between  a  leper  and  a 
genius. 

Part  of  the  college  freshman 


hazing  procedure  was  the  absolute 
obedience  owed  by  freshmen  to 
upperclassmen.  There  was  a 
sophomore  who  kept  making  me 
kneel  down  in  the  middle  of  the 
quad  to  beg  for  cigarettes.  Sheila 
seemed  to  like  me,  so  I  wondered 
why  she  did  this.  When  the  hazing 
period  was  over,  I  became  friendly 
with  her. 

Knowing  no  better  at  that  time 
in  my  life,  I  was  very  much 
interested  in  dating  boys.  One 
Saturday  night,  Sheila  and  I 
double-dated.  I  was  not  terribly 
involved  with  the  blond  fellow  I 
had  come  with,  and  she  wasn’t 


particularly  enamored  of  her 
escort,  so  when  the  boys  began 
discussing  politics,  about  which 
we  couldn’t  care  less,  Sheila  com¬ 
menced  a  monologue  which 
changed  the  world  for  me. 

My  attention  was  not  focused 
so  much  on  the  speaker  as  it  was 
on  my  own  private  thoughts,  so  I 
only  faintly  heard  at  first,  what 
Sheila  was  saying,  but  when  I 
finally  realized  that  she  was 
talking  about  jealous  lovers,  and 
all  the  names  she  mentioned  were 
female,  I  began  to  take  note.  She 
must  have  seen  something  of 
dismay  on  my  face,  because  she 


suddenly  invited  me  to  the 
women’s  room  with  her. 

I  remember  vividly  the  train  of 
thought  that  chugged  through  my 
mind  in  the  few  seconds  it  took  to 
get  from  the  table  at  which  we 
were  sitting  to  the  bathroom.  “If 
she  makes  a  pass  at  me,  I’ll  be  all 
right  because  I’m  bigger  than  she 
is.”  That’s  how  it  ran. 

When  we  arrived  in  the 
women’s  room  (I’m  sure  it  said 
“ladies”),  Sheila  looked  up  at  me 
and  said,  “I’m  a  lesbian.  I 
thought  you  knew.”  How  the  hell 
could  I  have  known?  I  guess 
Sheila  saw  correctly  my  own  inner 


nature,  but  I  didn’t  know  about  it 
surely  or  consciously  at  that  time. 
All  I  knew  was  that  she  seemed 
distressed,  and  I,  fool  that  youth 
eternally  is,  said,  “I’ll  help  you.” 

I  don’t  know  why  I  should  have 
thought  that  being  a  lesbian  meant 
one  needed  help,  but  she  did  need 
help,  not  because  she  was  a 
lesbian,  but  because  she  was  a  les¬ 
bian  in  a  time  and  under  circum¬ 
stances  that  were  exceedingly  des¬ 
tructive.  She  had  fallen  in  with  a 
group  of  women  in  the  city  (New 
York)  and  she  went  to  parties  on 
weekends. 

continued  on  page  14 


^8/ou  don  Y  dnow  adoai 
tde  becond  ^fumday.  in 

exclusive  enAtinonaneaU,  cAamden  mubic 
and  divine  cocdtaidb  and  Aovb  d  ‘ oeu/web. 


VT 

is  very 
contagious. 

When  people  visit  Vermont,  they 
return  again  and  again  Maybe  it's 
the  cool  mountain  lakes  or  America's 
most  beautiful  Fall  foliage.  Or  maybe 
they  come  back  for  the  Northeast's 
best  ski  areas.  When  people  come 
to  the  Andrews  Inn,  we  see  them 
again  and  again.  Is  it  because  our 
inn  is  the  most  congenial  gay  resort 
they've  ever  been  to?  Or  is  it  the 
disco,  the  Saturday  gourmet  dinner 
in  front  of  the  fireplace?  Come  see 
for  yourself... 

Catch  us  this  weekend! 

andrews 
inn 


BELLOWS 
FALLS.  VT. 
05101 
(802) 
463-3966 

Send  f<?r  pgr  Free  brpfliqre, 


Trots 


Your  10-Speed  is  fast  but  your  3-speed 
is  lyrical.  Who  can  decide?  Who  has  to? 

Selected  10-speeds  on  sale  now. 

the^ bicycle  exchange 

3  Bow  Street.  Harvard  Square.  Cambridge 


A 

MAJOR 


EVENT 


Beginning  Saturday, 
September  13,  1980, 
Slave  to  Fashion,  Inc., 
will  bring  to  Boston  the 
Erotic  Art  of  some  of  the 
country's  most  famous 
gay  artists.  The  opening 
show  of  the  six  part 
series  will  feature  works 
by  Etienne  who  has 
won  international 
acclaim.  Etienne  will  be 
here  personally  on 
Saturday  8c  Sunday 
during  show  hours  noon 
to  eight  both  days. 
Following  shows 
include:  works  by 
Anderson,  Glidden, 
Hurd,  Marchand, 
Musgrave,  Nuki, 
and  Wood. 

Call  for  information. 


£  GALLERY 

At  526  Tremont  St. 


(A  Division  of  Slave  to  Fashion) 
In  the  South  End 
(617)  451-0194 


NEW 

ENGLAND 
EYE  CARE 

QUALITY  FAMILY  EYE  CARE 
AT  AFFORDABLE  PRICES 

•  SPECIALIZING  IN  CONTACT 
LENSES 

•  CONVENTIONAL  SOFT  and  HARD 
CONTACT  LENSES 

•  SOFT  CONTACT  LENSES  FOR 
ASTIGMATISM 

•  A  FULL  FASHION  SPECTRUM  OF 
SUNGLASSES  AND  DESIGNER 
EYEWEAR 

•  VISION  TRAINING  AVAILABLE 

•  COMPLETE  EYE  EXAMINATION 

IF  YOU  HAVE  FAILED  WITH 
CONTACT  LENSES  BEFORE 

SEE  US! 


CALL  TODAY 

232-0222 


EVENING  AND  SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 

DR.  HENRY  BOGEN  DR.  LARRY  SILBERT 

CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 

205  HARVARD  AVENUE 
ALLSTON,  MA  02134 


SUPER  SUMMER  SPECIALS!! 


Fatigues 

5  colors 

$9.99 

Canvas  Casual  Shoes 

3  colors 

6.99 

Chinos  (Dickie’s) 

7  colors 

10.99 

Pastel  Painter 

6  colors 

11.99 

Levi  Cords 

6  colors 

14.99 

Camping  Supplies  /  Army-Navy  Gear 
Lee  /  Levi  /  Dickie’s  /  Carter’s  /  Madewell 


MASS.  ARMY-NAVY  STORE 

895  BOYLSTON  ST. 

“Across  from  the  Pru” 

267-1559 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  MASTERCHARGE  BANKAMERICARD 
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Theatre 


The  ’40s,  ’80s  Style 


Fourtune 

At  the  Actor’s  Playhouse 
New  York,  New  Yr  k 

By  A  ndy  Beck 

Fourtune,  a  n.usical  now  play¬ 
ing  at  the  Actor’s  Playhouse  in 
Greenwich  Village,  is  in  spirit  a 
warm,  lighthearted  recollection  of 
the  light,  frothy  musicals  of  the 
’40s.  But  in  its  tale  of  the  changing 
sexual  relationships  among  the 
four  members  of  a  pop  singing 
group  struggling  for  success,  it  is 
decidedly  very  ’80s. 

Although  Fourtune  is  a  ro¬ 
mantic  fable  in  which  true  love  is 
bound  to  win  out,  the  context  is 
unabashedly  and  quite  noncha¬ 
lantly  gay.  The  show’s  popularity 
with  both  gay  and  straight 
audiences  attests  that  this  is  a  fairy 
tale  in  more  ways  than  one. 
Happy  endings  —  no  matter  how 
they  come  —  are  in  demand. 

We  meet  Fourtune  —  as  the 
group  calls  itself  —  at  the  dumpy 
Ohio  Turnpike  Dinner  Theatre, 
another  stop  on  their  seemingly 
endless  tour  of  America’s  heart¬ 
land.  Madeleine  and  Roscoe, 
though  married,  make  no  secret  of 
their  homosexual  proclivities. 
Justin  Ross’s  Roscoe  is  both  mas¬ 
culine  and  campy,  often  wickedly 
witty,  a  perfect  foil  for  Janet 
Maylie’s  (understudying  for  Bar¬ 
bara  Richardson)  open,  wise,  yet 
fun-loving  Maddie. 

The  straight-as-an-arrow  two¬ 
some  who  complete  the  group  — 
Tracey  and  Brad  —  are  simply  ap¬ 
palled  by  the  pot-smoking,  bed¬ 
hopping  antics  of  their  associates. 
Gail  Hebert’s  Tracey  is  a  deter¬ 
mined,  if  somewhat  innocent,  dy¬ 
namo,  while  Ken  Archer’s  Brad  is 
a  beefcake  Donny  Osmond  with 
an  affronted  righteousness  to 
match.  But  in  this  fantasyland,  we 
can  be  ’sure  that  these  two  will 
soon  see  the  light. 

In  fact,  unbeknownst  to  their 
male  companions,  Tracey  and 


Maddie  are  having  a  most  reward¬ 
ing  affair,  opening  Tracey  to  new 
possibilities  in  both  her  personal 
and  creative  life.  And  Roscoe  has 
confided  to  Maddie  that  in  spite 
of  his  carefree  attitude,  his  heart 
belongs  to  his  composer-friend. 
Brad.  How  can  true  love  fail  to 
triumph? 

In  spite  of  its  radical,  but  most 
certainly  welcome,  alteration  of  a 
traditional  musical  comedy  situa¬ 
tion,  Fourtune  is  a  squeaky-clean 
show.  Sure  the  guys  kiss  and  roll 
around  the  floor  a  little  and  yes, 
the  women  do  frolic  on  a  bed  — 
but  it’s  all  in  good  clean  fun.  One 
almost  expects  this  show  to  turn 
up  one  day  at  one  of  those  tacky 
dinner  theatres  the  singing  group 
plays! 

While  Hebert  and  Ross  give  the 
strongest  performances,  all  four 
cast  members  turn  out  to  be  quite 
adequate  singers,  especially  when 
harmonizing  as  a  group.  The 
music  by  Ronald  Melrose  and 
lyrics  by  Bill  Russell  (who  also 
wrote  the  book)  are  entertaining, 
if  hardly  memorable.  Some  of  the 
numbers  are  quite  good,  such  as 
Tracey  and  Maddie’s  “Women  in 
Love”  and  Roscoe’s  “I’d  Rather 
Be  a  Fairy  Than  a  Troll.”  Mad¬ 
eleine’s  solo  number,  “Making 
It,”  is,  well,  let’s  just  say,  un- 
fourtunate. 

Ron  Tourtman,  who  previously 
directed  “Boy  Meets  Boy,”  di¬ 
rects  with  style  and  a  steady  pace, 
accenting  the  humor  in  Russell’s 
book.  For  example,  Hebert’s 
befuddled  expression  as  she  sings 
“Women  in  Love,”  realizing  that 
her  recent  experiences  have 
suddenly  changed  the  meaning  of 
that  song,  is  delightful. 

The  way  in  which  straightlaced 
Brad  and  Tracey  react  to  the 
shock  of  having  to  play  a  week  at 
Chicago’s  Man’s  Country  Baths  is 
handled  with  originality,  as  the 
two  wide-eyed  singers  uncon¬ 
sciously  contort  themselves  into 


ridiculous  positions  gaping  at  the 
goings-on  in  front  of  them. 

While  Fourtune  touches  on 
various  aspects  of  the  gay  scene, 
especially  the  gay  male  scene,  it 
makes  little  effort  to  cover  serious 
issues.  (Did  the  ’40s  musicals 
exhibit  any  social  relevance?)  It  is 
the  men  who  are  the  creative  part 
of  the  group  —  Brad  as  composer 
and  Roscoe  as  lyricist.  But 
gradually  the  women  create  their 
own  material  and  express  their 
feelings  about  establishing  suc¬ 
cessful  performing  careers  — 
which  in  turn  enables  the  men  to 
try  different  roles  within  the 
group.  And  at  one  welcome  mo¬ 
ment,  Maddie  confronts  Roscoe 
with  his  own  prejudice  (or  is  it 
jealousy)  concerning  Tracey. 

In  its  effort  to  be  current,  Four¬ 
tune  pictures  Maddie  as  needing  a 
variety  of  sexual  experiences  in 
order  to  be  truly  satisfied,  even 
though  her  heart  truly  belongs  to 
Tracey.  And  Roscoe  at  one  point 
admits  to  sexual  encounters  with 
over  500  different  men  (obviously 
Harry  Reasoner  has  been  keeping 
count  for  him). 

For  the  most  part,  though,  the 
show  bounces  right  along.  The 
small  band,  directed  by  former 
“Jade  and  Sarsparilla”  member. 


Janet  Hood,  is  excellent  in 
maintaining  Fourtune ’s  belief  in 
the  essential  goodness  of  life. 
After  all,  that  week  at  the  baths 
changed  the  groups’  fortunes  — 
their  record  producer  wants  them 
to  adopt  a  new  image  —  a  singing 


group  composed  of  two  lesbians 
and  two  gay  men.  What  an  orig¬ 
inal  thought! 

In  Fourtune,  we  have  a  Forties 
musical  with  a  really  happy  ending. 


Unicorn 


Continued  from  Page  13 

Everyone,  apparently,  was 
expected  to  be  either  butch  or 
femme.  Poor  Sheila  played  one 
role  one  week  and  the  other  the 
next.  The  switching  alienated  her 
group  of  friends.  But  their  anger 
wasn’t  Sheila’s  biggest  complaint. 
She  came  from  a  very  Orthodox 
Jewish  family,  and  she  suffered 
enormous  guilt.  She  went  to 
parties,  had  sex  and  then  came 
home  feeling  guilty.  When  she 
told  me  this,  1  very  stupidly  and 
inconsiderately  said,  “If  you  do 
something,  don’t  feel  guilty.  If 


you  feel  guilty,  don’t  do  it.” 

For  me  such  choices  were 
always  that  easy.  I  guess  I  was 
never  caught  in  the  kinds  of  toils 
that  Sheila  found  herself  in.  I  had 
no  sense  of  religious  guilt.  My 
father’s  mother  had  been 
orthodox,  but  I  was  Jewish  in 
stomach  only,  and  didn’t  give  a 
damn  what  anyone  thought.  I  was 
going  to  live  my  own  life  and 
never  feel  guilt.  /  was  always 
essentially  right,  no  matter  what 
anyone  else  believed.  My  philo¬ 
sophy  was  useless  to  poor  Sheila. 

She  brought  me  home  to  meet 
her  crazy  family.  They  were  per¬ 
fectly  dreadful  Jewish  parents. 


They  had  somehow  found  out 
about  Sheila’s  secret  emotional 
and  social  life  and  they  hounded 
her  about  it  constantly.  She  had 
no  support  in  the  household.  She 
had  two  younger  siblings,  ten 
years  her  junior.  There  was 
nowhere  to  turn. 

Miracle  of  miracles,  the  parents 
liked  me  and  saw  in  me  an  ally. 
Why,  I  don’t  know.  I  had  been 
friendly  with  Sheila,  but  had  never 
said  anything  about  being  gay 
myself.  The  word  was  not  current, 
nor  was  I  ready  to  admit  that  I 
was  of  that  persuasion.  I  had  had 
crushes,  but  I  had  not  fallen  in 
continued  on  page  17 


Ken  Howard 


By  C.R.  Dexter 
The  letter  read: 

Dear  Mr.  Dexter, 

I  like  you  so  much  that  1  can’t 
quite  tell  you  to  your  face.  I’ve 
been  wanting  to  tell  you  this  ever 
since  the  ninth  grade. 

1  would  like  to  spend  time  with 
you  at  your  house  during  the 
week  and  weekends  and  during 
Spring  break,  if  you’re  not  busy. 

I  want  to  be  with  you. 

I  don’t  tell  my  friends  my  busi¬ 
ness,  no  matter  how  close  they 
are  to  me. 

Sincerely, 

Brian 

The  message  reached  me  during 
the  last  class  of  the  day.  Brian 
came  to  my  door,  handed  me  the 
note,  then  slipped  away  before  I 


even  opened  the  envelope. 

Having  taught  for  nearly  eleven 
years,  and  having  faced  a  variety 
of  situations,  this  note  presented 
me  with  a  new  problem.  I  was  to¬ 
tally  confused  and  at  a  loss  for  a 
solution.  Any  gay  teacher  can  at¬ 
test  to  the  fact  that  we  are  in  a  del¬ 
icate  situation  and  cannot  afford 
to  “come  out”  on  the  job.  Never¬ 
theless,  most  gay  teachers  feel 
some  responsibility  toward  those 
gay  students  we  may  encounter 
along  the  way.  Most  of  the  time 
we  remain  confused  and  helpless. 

After  reading  Brian’s  note,  I 
felt  good,  frightened,  and  con¬ 
fused  —  all  at  the  same  time.  I  felt 
good  because  such  a  note  is  sin¬ 
cere  flattery.  However,  I  was  quite 


fearful  about  the  consequences  of 
such  a  situation.  Confusion  was 
natural  considering  the  fact  that  I 
wanted  to  help  but  was  totally  un¬ 
sure  which  course  to  take. 

I  was  in  the  dark  and  had  to  feel 
my  way  to  a  resolution.  I  started 
by  thinking  about  Brian  and  his 
motivations  and  needs.  Giving  me 
the  note  was  either  a  very  brave  or 
a  very  foolish  thing  to  do.  Ob¬ 
viously,  Brian  thought  he  had  me 
figured.  For  an  astute  observer  this 
would  be  easy.  I  never  have 
“come  out”  on  the  job.  But,  I 
make  no  elaborate  attempts  to 
hide.  I  even  defend  gay  rights 
whenever  the  subject  comes  up  in 
class  (which  is  often).  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  some  of  the  most 


intelligent  observers  in  the  class 
might  get  the  idea  that  I  am  gay. 
Gay  students,  especially  those 
aware  of  their  own  gayness,  will 
more  easily  see  the  subtle  cues 
communicated  by  other  gays. 
Brian  probably  felt  he  had  made 
the  correct  assessment.  But,  what 
if  he  were  wrong?  If  he  had  mis¬ 
judged,  he  would  have  been  in  for 
a  difficult  time  —  involving 
parents,  counsellors,  psycholo¬ 
gists  and  the  rest. 

Fortunately  for  Brian  his  note 
reached  the  right  hands.  But, 
now,  1  was  burdened  with  what  I 
considered  a  weighty  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Having  spent  more  time  work¬ 
ing  in  gay  liberation  activities  than 
in  teaching,  I  feel  a  great  sense  of 
responsibility  toward  fellow  gays. 
I  especially  feel  that  it  is  important 
to  help  young  gays  avoid  some  of 
the  suffering  and  embarrassment 
which  most  of  us  went  through. 
However,  my  feelings  were,  and 
are,  tempered  by  thoughts  for  my 
own  survival.  In  some  ways  I 
knew  that  I  had  already  helped 
Brian.  By  being  there  and  by  being 
a  sympathetic  ear  for  his  prob¬ 
lems,  by  defending  gay  rights,  by 
being  myself  —  all  of  these  things 
gave  him  courage.  If  not,  he 
would  not  have  written  me  the 
note.  In  a  sense,  my  responsibility 
to  him  was  taken  care  of.  But,  I 
did  not  feel  this  way  immediately. 

My  first  reaction,  after  the  wave 
of  confusion,  was  that  I  should 
help  Brian.  I  wanted  to  sit  with 
him  and  have  a  long  talk.  I  was 
not  sure  what  I  wanted  to  say  or 
how  far  I  would  go  in  revealing 
my  private  life  —  but,  I  felt  he 
needed  to  talk.  Fortunately,  the 
note  was  passed  on  Friday,  which 
gave  me  the  entire  weekend  to 
consult  with  friends  before  acting. 

No  amount  of  advice  takes  the 
burden  from  the  person  who  must 
act.  Everyone  has  an  opinion. 
But,  in  the  end,  you  must  process 


all  the  information  and  then  act 
on  your  own.  That  weekend  all  of 
my  closest  friends  and  associates 
gave  me  advice.  All  of  it  boiled 
down  to  these  choices: 

1)  Ignore  the  whole  situation 
and  avoid  the  student; 

2)  Ignore  the  note  but  not  the 
student; 

3)  Talk  to  the  student  about  the 
note  but  not  about  yourself; 

4)  Talk  to  the  student  about  the 
note  and  about  yourself  if  you  feel 
it  is  right; 

5)  Send  the  student  to  his  guid¬ 
ance  counsellor. 

At  least  I  had  my  work  cut  out  for 
me. 

Choice  five  was  our  as  far  as  I 
could  see.  Guidance  counsellors 
are  not  always  much  help  in  this 
situation.  Also,  telling  another 
adult  in  the  school  about  the  note 
would  have  embarrassed  Brian  — 
precisely  the  type  of  thing  I 
wanted  to  avoid.  As  for  choice 
one,  I  had  no  intention  of  ig¬ 
noring  Brian  —  I  could  not  even  if 
I  wanted  to  —  we  were  always  in 
the  same  halls,  the  same  rooms, 
the  same  building. 

My  choices  became  limited  to 
numbers  two  and  three.  Most 
people  who  gave  advice,  suggested 
that  I  ignore  the  note.  “After 
all,”  said  one  teacher-friend,  “it 
is  close  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
Surely  you  can  avoid  the  topic  ’till 
June.  Then  the  summer  will  inter¬ 
vene.”  This  was  true.  But,  some¬ 
how  I  did  not  feel  right  about 
doing  it  this  way. 

By  Monday  morning  I  had  not 
fully  made  up  my  mind.  I  wavered 
between  ignoring  the  situation  en¬ 
tirely  and  having  a  long  talk  with 
Brian.  For  the  next  week,  how¬ 
ever,  Brian  solved  the  problem  for 
me  —  he  was  absent  from  school. 
This  gave  me  more  time  to  think, 
which  led  me  to  the  belief  that  I 
should  simply  ignore  the  note  but 
Continued  on  page  17 


VOTE  FOR  JACK  RUBIN 
FOR  STATE  REP. 

ON  SEPT.  16th  WARD  5/EIGHTH  SUFFOLK 

Back  Bay  Bay  Village  Beacon  Hill  Kenmore  Sq.  South  End 


JACK  RUBIN:  ON  TAXES 

Massachusetts  needs  responsible  tax  reform  that  addresses  the  entire  tax  structure. 
There  are  a  number  of  ways  by  which  tax  reform  can  be  brought.  Here  are  a  few  of 
the  proposals  I  favor. 

^  Reducing  the  current  dependence  on  the  property  tax: 

We  should  guarantee  that  half  of  any  increases  in  the  state  tax  collections 
(especially  from  the  “growth”  taxes— sales,  corporate  excise,  income  and  meals) 
must  be  distributed  to  cities  and  towns  to  decrease  property  taxes; 

I  favor  expanding  the  sales  tax  to  include  professional  services; 

We  must  guarantee  that  property  tax  reductions  result  in  rent  reductions.  If  the 
property  tax  is  lowered,  tenants— who  with  their  rent  help  pay  property 
taxes — must  receive  proportional  reductions  in  rents. 

1  Increasing  local  discretion  in  the  development  of  alternative  revenue  sources,  aside  from 
property  taxes: 

Municipalities  should  be  allowed  to  set  the  level  of  fees  and  charges  collected  by 
cities  and  towns  for  permits  and  certificates.  (Massachusetts  ranks  43%  below  the 
national  average  in  collection  from  this  source.) 

^  Protecting  local  revenue  sources  from  state  encroachment: 

This  year,  the  Legislature  and  Governor  King  slapped  a  special  “outside”  section 
on  the  state  budget  in  the  final  days  of  the  session  that  allowed  the  state  to  dip  into 
a  source  of  revenue  (parking  and  moving  violations)  used  solely  by  local 
governments,  prior  to  the  state’s  action.  The  precedent  set  by  this  action  must  be 
stopped; 

I  also  support  increasing  local  options  for  municipal  income  taxes.  The  City  of 
Boston  should  consider  imposing  an  income  tax  on  those  who  are  employed  in 
Boston  to  help  offset  any  decreases  in  property  tax  revenues.  The  current  property 
tax  essentially  requires  city  residents  alone  to  pay  for  the  services  that  benefit 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  commuters  daily. 

1  Prohibiting  the  state  from  adding  to  the  future  financial  burden  of  local  governments  by: 
Prohibiting  state  mandates,  either  legislative  or  administrative,  that  would  either 
impose  an  increased  local  expenditure  or  would  result  in  a  loss  of  revenue; 
Adoption  of  a  “fiscal  note”  procedure,  which  would  require  hard  dollar  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  a  new  program  or  policy  before  it  can  be  voted  by  the  Legislature, 
Providing  for  the  regular  review  through  a  sunset  staute  of  all  past  mandates  to 
estimate  their  impact  on  local  budgets  and  consider  increasing  local  inflexibility  in 
handling  such  mandates. 


JACK  RUBIN:  ON  CRIME 

Police  statistics  indicate  that  the  majority  of  crimes  committed  in  the  district  are 
home  burglaries  and  robberies  of  residents  within  their  own  buildings.  While  poor 
building  security  accounts  for  some  of  these  crimes,  too  often  residents  allow 
strangers  easy  access  into  their  apartment  houses. 

The  saddest  fact  of  all  is  that  as  many  as  50%  of  all  crimes  go  unreported,  whether  it’s 
burglary,  rape,  or  purse-snatching.  Obviously,  unreported  crimes  can  never  lead  to 
prosecution.  And  if  we  fail  to  use  the  police  and  judicial  system,  there’s  little  chance 
for  decreasing  crime  in  our  neighborhoods. 

5  The  responsibility  of  combatting  crime  rests  with  the  police  and  residents  working  together. 
Public  education  about  crime,  improved  public  and  police  responsiveness,  and 
improved  communication  may  not  solve  all  our  problems,  but  they  are  essential  to 
making  a  safer  district. 

1  As  State  Representative  I  will: 

Work  hard  to  improve  the  communication  between  the  neighborhood  and  the 
police.  I  propose  that  the  neighborhood  police  panels  and  local  business  establish  a 
crime  watch  newsletter,  similar  to  the  newsletter  in  existence  in  the  West  Fens. 
There’s  no  easy  answer  to  neighborhood  crime. 

But  it’s  time  we  let  the  criminal  know  that  the  Eighth  Suffolk  district  is  no  easy  place  to  do 
business. 


PAID  FOR  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  ELECT  JACK  RUBIN  104  CHARLES  STREET,  BOX  574,  BOSTON,  MA  02114 

DENNIS  R.  MOREAU,  TREASURER 
Campaign  Headquarters:  739  Boylston  St.,  Room  406,  262-7218 


State  Representative  *  Ward  5 
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Dennis  Quilty  will  be  the  chief  sponsor  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  in  Massachusetts. 


Gay  Community  News,  September  13,  1980 
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love,  nor  had  I  had  any  physical 
encounters  of  the  third  kind. 
Sheila’s  friendship  with  me  was 
only  that  —  friendship.  I  had 
never  met  her  other  friends  nor 
been  to  any  of  the  city  haunts  she 
frequented.  Perhaps  her  parents 
sensed  that.  I  don’t  know,  but  the 
summer  after  my  freshman  year, 
they  offered  to  pay  my  expenses 
on  a  trip  to  France,  if  I  would  go 
as  Sheila’s  companion.  What  that 
meant  in  their  terms  was  a 
watchdog,  a  keeper.  I  knew  that, 
and  refused  the  offer. 

Her  parents  had  confiscated  all 
of  Sheila’s  slacks  in  an  attempt  to 
stop  her  from  being  “queer,”  as  if 
that  were  the  whole  point.  They 
were  probably  desperate.  They 
were  also  cruel  in  their  attempts  at 
changing  her. 

Meanwhile,  I  had  developed  a 
tremendous  affection  for  one  of 
my  classmates.  She  was  Jewish, 
dynamic,  bright,  but  wholly 
without  the  kind  of  sensitivity  that 
could  have  made  it  possible  for  us 
eventually  to  become  lovers. 
Besides,  gay  was  not  her  bag, 
though,  despite  herself,  she  was 
powerfully  drawn  to  me. 

Sheila  observed  all  this  in 
silence  until  one  night  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  my  parents’  home  she 
started  talking  about  Mimi.  I  had 
thought  that  Sheila  had  a  crush  on 
Mimi,  but  she  confessed  — 
something  I  never  suspected  — 
that  she  loved  me. 

I  was  astounded,  and  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.  She  said  she 
“respected”  me  and  “wouldn’t 
touch”  me.  That  gives  you  an  idea 
of  the  prevailing  head-space  in 
those  days.  Touching  was  often 
synonymous  with  disrespect.  How 
heterosexual.  How  like  the  male 
who  “respects”  the  female  he 
really  detests  but  intends  to  woo 
and  wed  and  then  abuse  —  emo¬ 
tionally  or  physically  or  both.  The 
ugly  impress  of  the  straight  world 
was  everywhere  apparent  among 
the  young  and  struggling  gays  of 
that  time. 

So  here  I  was,  faced  with 
Sheila’s  love  which  I  honestly  did 
not  return.  I  have  never  been  cap¬ 
able  of  caring  “that  way”  for 
more  than  one  person  at  a  time, 
and  at  that  time,  1  was  living  with 
Mimi,  in  my  own  world  of  impos¬ 
sible  fantasy.  Sheila,  however, 
was  real,  standing  before  me, 
wanting  me  to  know  how  she  felt 
about  me  before  we  were  to  dance 
the  mambo  together  in  my  base¬ 
ment.  My  god. 

I  was  not  too  certain  what  to  do 
about  Sheila’s  declaration,  so  1 
didn’t  really  do  anything.  We 
remained  friends.  I  accepted  her 
invitation  to  go  to  the  bars  in 
Greenwich  Village.  One  of  them 
was  the  Seven  Steps,  dark, 
frightening.  She  took  me  into  a 
couple  of  women’s  bars,  all  of 
which  scared  me.  I  didn’t  drink, 
and  she  didn’t  know  what  to  do 
with  me,  but  she  realized  that  1 
was  uncomfortable  and  said, 
“Baby,  do  you  want  to  go  to 
Howard  Johnson’s  for  ice  cream 
instead?” 


She  barely  got  the  words  out 
when  I  was  moving  to  the  door. 
We  went  to  Howard  Johnson’s, 
and  that  was  pretty  much  the  end 
of  my  going  with  Sheila  to  the  city 
night  spots.  I  was  fascinated  and 
terrified  at  the  same  time. 

Sheila  and  I  went  on  being 
friends.  I  spent  nights  at  her  home 
and  we  talked,  and  I  didn’t  make 
any  headway  in  “helping”  her.  I 
hoped  that  she  would  find  happi¬ 
ness,  but  I  couldn’t  provide  that 
happiness  for  her. 

When  I  came  back  to  school  for 
my  junior  year,  I  decided  to  get  a 
room  near  school,  and  the  girl 
who  roomed  with  me,  a  new 
Freshman,  “fell  in  love”  with  me. 

I  was  always  able  to  tell  when  I 
could  not  respond  romantically  to 
someone  so  I  informed  her  that 
her  feelings  were  not  reciprocated. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  I 
should  introduce  my  roommate 
and  Sheila.  Maybe  that  would 
work  out  for  both  of  them.  Silly 
idea,  but  it  worked. 

They  took  to  each  other,  and,  I 
hope,  were  happy  for  a  while,  but 
I  made  a  foolish,  childish  error 
which  lost  them  to  me.  I  had 
gotten  friendly  with  my 
roommate’s  parents,  particularly 
her  mother,  and  one  day,  for  what 
reason  I  don’t  even  remember,  I 
threatened  to  tell  my  roommate’s 
mother  about  the  relationship 
between  Sheila  and  my  roommate. 
I  said  it  only  as  a  joke,  but  it  was  a 
joke  about  which  I  never  got  to 
laugh.  My  roommate  took  me 
absolutely  seriously.  Neither  she 
nor  Sheila  spoke  to  me  for  a  very 
long  time  after  that,  and  when 
they  finally  did,  the  relationship 
among  us  all  had  irrevocably 
altered. 

At  the  end  of  my  junior  year  I 
got  married.  I  returned  to  school. 
I  made  what  life  I  could  for 
myself.  And  1  often  thought  of 
Sheila.  I  had  always  been  very 
fond  of  her. 

The  years  passed.  I  caught  up 
with  Sheila  again  before  1960.  In 
those  days  what  many  gay  people 
did  was  to  capitulate.  I  married, 
not  because  I  was  trying  to  lose  a 
self-acknowledged  gayness  but 
because  I  wanted  to  get  away  from 
my  wretched  parents  and  sister, 
and  I  would  have  married  King 
Kong  to  achieve  such  an  escape. 
Sheila,  the  last  person  in  the  world 
who  I  would  have  expected  to  do 
such  a  thing,  had  also  married. 
She  did  so  under  great  pressure 
from  her  family.  I  don’t  know 


Notes 
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not  the  student. 

When  Brian  did  return  to 
school,  I  continued  to  be  as 
friendly  as  ever.  Now,  both  of  us 
shared  the  secret  of  the  note.  But, 
neither  of  us  ever  mentioned  it 
again.  We  continued  through  the 
next  four  months  without  ever 
talking  about  the  topic  once.  We 
went  through  classes,  outings, 
even  a  class  trip  to  Washington  — 
all  without  a  hint  of  the  letter’s 
existence.  But,  both  of  us  knew.  It 
was  clear  that  Brian  knew  that  the 
note  did  not  affect  my  behavior 
toward  him  one  way  or  another. 


how  or  why  she  broke  up  with  my 
roommate  and  I  never  got  the 
chance  to  find  out.  Sheila  wanted 
me  to  visit  her  and  her  husband, 
but  I  never  did. 

Another  year  or  so  went  by  and 
I  had  occasion  to  speak  with  my 
'old  roommate.  When  I  asked  her 
about  Sheila  there  was  a  pause 
and  she  said,  “Didn’t  you  know 
—  Sheila  died.”  No,  I  didn’t 
know.  She  then  told  me  that  one 
day,  when  Sheila  was  5  months 
pregnant,  she  had  a  blinding  head¬ 
ache  and  was  rushed  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  where  she  was  operated  on 
for  a  brain  tumor  and  died  on  the 
table. 

I  was  dreadfully  upset,  caught 
unawares  by  such  an  awesome 
fact.  Nobody  died  at  that  age.  Not 
one’s  friends.  Not  the  people  who 
play  such  vital  roles  in  one’s  life. 
No  not  dead.  Not  Sheila.  And 
even  before  her  death,  she  had 
had  so  much  taken  from  her.  I 
was  aghast  at  my  own  share  in  her 
being  cheated.  I  should  have  stood 
up  for  her  more  openly  against  her 
family.  I  should  have  kept  my 
mouth  shut  instead  of  making  that 
absurd  little  joke. 

When  the  initial  shock  of  the 
information  about  Sheila’s  death 
wore  off,  I  was  relieved,  in  a  way, 
that  she  died  before  having  the 
baby,  before  adding  such  a  heavy 
responsibility  to  her  life,  a  life  she 
had  never  fiad  the  opportunity  to 
straighten  out  in  her  own  terms. 

To  this  day  I  think  of  Sheila  and 
wish  I  could  speak  with  her  again, 
wish  she  could  have  avoided 
giving  her  life  up  to  the  oppressive 
demands  of  her  family  and  reli¬ 
gion. 

I  have  made  several  attempts  at 
communication  with  my  college 
roommate  and  each  time  met  with 
such  a  cool  reception  that  I  finally 
gave  that  up  and  understood  the 
rejection  as  punishment  for  my 
poor  taste  in  pranks.  I  know  she 
has  always  been  true  to  her  gay 
nature  and  admire  her  for  that 
and  wish  her  well,  wherever  she  is. 

If  there  is  anything  at  all  to  the 
stories  one  hears  about  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  human  spirit  after 
it  has  shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil, 
I  want  Sheila  to  know  that  I  have 
not  forgotten  her  or  our  friend¬ 
ship.  I  want  Sheila  to  know  that 
the  youth  of  the  eighties  will  not 
have  to  suffer  the  indignities,  the 
misery,  and  the  self-doubt  that 
robbed  her  of  her  peace  of  mind 
and  the  possibility  of  her  happi¬ 
ness. 


He  knew  that  I  kept  his  secret, 
but,  he  also  realized  that  I  was  not 
interested.  He  also  saw  that  my 
friendship  for  him  and  my  atten¬ 
tion  to  him  had  not  diminished. 
We  went  through  the  rest  of  the 
year  this  way,  finally  saying  good¬ 
bye  in  June,  still  never  mentioning 
the  note. 

What  effect  all  of  this  has  had 
on  Brian,  I  do  not  know.  It  was 
probably  a  case  of  puppy  love, 
which  he  has  already  forgotten.  In 
that  case,  he  will  only  remember 
the  entire  incident  as  an  embar¬ 
rassing  interlude.  I,  however,  will 
hold  it  as  a  flattering,  confusing, 
and  trying  memory. 
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Classifieds 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
II  rac«  Is  not  a  crucial  lasua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDF  OWER 
“Love  is  a  mischief 
Love  is  a  brat” 

But  love  Is  certainly 
Where  it’s  at, 

With  or  without 
The  silly  white  hat. 

I  love  you  madly. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Miss  Piggy  says  “oink"  and  survives 
the  plastic  bag.  Thank  you  for  her 
pinkness.  We  will  have  to  rearrange  the 
apartment  to  give  her  a  place  of 
distinction. _ 

LOIS  AND  SHERI 

So  sorry  to  learn  of  loss.  We  believe  he 
meant  all  you  said  and  more,  but  you 
gave  him  a  beautiful  life  and  he  must  be 
purring  somewhere  now  in  the  infinite 
beyond  . . .  We  feel  for  you. _ 

PUNKY,  JR. 

9-7-80  Happy  1st  Anniversary! 

Come  live  with  me 
And  be  my  love 

I  think  it’s  time. 

You  are  beautiful!! 

All  my  love,  your  Nublet.  (8) 
$$$$$$ 

Arnold  Wiliams 
Heir  of  Sadie  Ellis 
Call  Collect  (601)  353-5212  (8) 

San  Francisco,  July  12.  To  the  man 
loading  some  stuff  into  a  car  on  19th  St 
near  Eureka:  I  wish  I  had  talked  to  you. 
GCN  Box  316. _ (8) 

TGL  (tap  dancing  gay  [male]  linguist) 
would  like  to  get  to  know  someone  to 
mess  around  with,  sexually  and 
intellectually.  GCN  Box  316. _ (8) 

Gay  man  35  sks  marry  lesb  for  frndshp, 
social  grace.  Will  suppt  any  kids,  help 
out  w/all  marital  incidentls,  live  seprtly 
pref,  but  not  essntl.  Apply  GCN  Box 
314. _ (9) 

Willing  to  try  Bi?  Attr,  educ,  intellig, 
active,  culture-loving  GWF  sks  same  in 
GWM  for  fun,  friendship,  etc.  Gentle¬ 
ness,  sense  of  humor  a  must.  Sincere 
replies  only.  No  straights  or  weirdos, 
please!  GCN  Box  311. _ (8) 

GBM  New  Yorker,  student,  swimmer’s 

build,  asthmatic.  Seeks  companion 
with  simitar  invisible  handicap  or  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  forced  early  aware¬ 
ness  of  mortality  and  is  consequently 
very  serious  about  life  and  has  little 
time  for  superficiality.  GCN  Box  303.  (8) 

2  GWM  businessmen  seek  young  GM 
to  service  nice  small  country  home  in 
So.  NH.  Should  be  easygoing.  No  hang¬ 
ups  about  sex  —  no  SM.  Allowance. 
Description  to  GCN  Box  301. _ (10) 

31  yr  old  feminine  &  sensual  bl-eyed 
blonde,  desires  to  find  heart’s 
companion.  I’m  intelligent,  romantic, 
well-read,  fun-loving  &  totally  devoted 
to  being  one  woman’s  lady.  I  enjoy  film, 
dancing,  music,  theatre,  stimulating 
conversation,  imaginative  touches  that 
keep  a  romance  alive  (like  flowers  for 
no  special  reason).  I  hope  to  receive 
replies  from  earthy  free  spirit  who’s  not 
afraid  to  look  like  a  lady  &  who  is  ready 
to  be  committed.  No  games  or  role- 
playing;  only  a  real  &  sincere  plea  to 
meet  someone  during  this  lonely  time. 
Pis  let  me  reach  out  and  touch  your 
heart  &  I  promise  to  try  to  enrich  your 
life.  GCN  Box  304. _ (8) 

Lesbian,  44,  very  interested  in  buying 
and  running  a  small  farm  but  very  inex¬ 
perienced  in  realities  of  such  a  venture. 
Would  like  to  meet  GFs  with  some 
experience  in  rural  living  or  who  are 
interested  in  such  an  enterprise.  Let’s 
swap  dreams  and/or  realities.  GCN  Box 

309.  _ J8) 

SEEKING  WELL-HUNG  FRIEND 
GWM,  32,  150  lbs  well  hung,  32"  waist, 
5 '7',  and  well  experienced  in  the  usual 
and  the  kinky.  Like  grass,  poppers, 
booze,  grease.  Am  eager  to  have  a  high 
time  with  well  endowed  well  built  GWM 
or  GBM  who  send  me  phone,  photo  & 
letter.  Write  Box  66,  104  Charles  St, 
Boston,  MA  02114. _ (9) 

6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesbians,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 

310.  _ _  (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads.  send  to  GCN  Classi 
fieds.  Box  ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston.  MA  02108. 


SERVICES 


THROWING  A  PARTY? 

Invite  your  sister!! 

Sister's  Sub  Shop,  cold  cuts,  mini  subs, 
vegetarian  fare.  20  College  Ave, 
Somerville  623-7050. _ (8) 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE? 

Do  you  need  a  little  help  finding  that 
special  womon  in  your  life?  Sisters  of 
Sappho  Dating  Referral  Service  can  put 
you  in  touch  with  someone  living 
nearby  whose  interests  and  needs 
match  yours.  Personalized. 
Confidential.  Caring.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  $15  for  3  referrals. 
Money-back  guarantee.  For 
questionnaire  or  more  info,  SASE  to 
SOS,  Box  151,  Hudson,  MA01749  (13) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  express  how  you  feel  and  get 
what  you  want.  All-gay  group  meets 
Mondays  7:45-9:45  pm  starting  Sept  29. 
Six  sessions  —  $75.  Call  David  Bellville 
and  Associates  (617)  266-1450.  Copley 
Square  location. _ (10) 

RELATIONSHIPS? 

How  to  make  them  improve  or  end 
them.  Indiv  or  couples  therapy  can  help. 
Cmbg  Center  for  Human  Relations  is 
sensitive  to  &  accepting  of  gay  & 
lesbian  clients.  Call  492-6598  for  free 
consultation. _ (VI) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
Accredited  Social  Worker  providing 
individual  &  couples  counseling  on 
short  or  long  term  basis.  Dealing  with 
issues  of  sexuality,  transition, 
commitments,  etc.  Also  offering 
consultation.  Insurance  &  modified  fee. 
Salem.  (61 7)  745-6432. _ (10) 

DAVID  BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Assertiveness 
training  groups.  Copley  Square  and 
Malden  locations.  (617)  266-1450.  (15) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  womon,  their  friends,  end  femllles. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _ (C) 

Original  personalized  rhyming  poems 
for  any  occasion  by  author  of  "Random 
Lust.”  Surprise  your  lovers  mother 
friend.  661-0082. _ (c) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948. _ (8  4-  ?) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


ROOMMATES 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph  D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  September  to  explore 
issues  of  intimacy,  relationships,  and 
gay  self-image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW.  (8) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  HOUSEMATE 

Lesbian  or  GM  wanted  to  share  house 
with  yard  &  deck  nr  Pond  &  T  with  2  non¬ 
sexist  psychologically  aware 
supportive,  Prof  GM.  $275/mo  util  inc. 
522-9809.  _ (8) 


Gay  cooperative  household  of  four  in 
South  End  seeks  additional  member. 

Supportive  atmosphere.  Must  be  willing 
to  make  a  commitment  and  take  on  the  WMniW 
responsibilities  as  well  as  share  in  the 
warmth  and  enjoyment  of  communal 
living.  $210  +  utils.  GCN  Box  313. 

(8) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Gaypublisherneeds  typesetter.  Experi- 

ence  helpful,  but  we  will  train  a  60  wpm 
typist  with  good  grammar  skills  and 
flexible  schedule.  Phone  Sasha  Alyson, 
542-5679.  _ (?) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


RESORTS 


Lesbian  Rock  singer  25  sks  hshld  of 
woman  or  women  &  men  in  Camb,  Som, 
WtTwn,  Newton,  Britn  area.  Have  no 
pets,  am  semi-vege.  Non-smoker. 
926-2083. _ (8) 

Artist  searching  for  male  or  female  to 
share  Vi  of  his  2  bedroom  apt  in  Jam 
Plain  near  T.  130  per  person.  522-4852 
eves. _ (8) 

One  G  man  &  G  woman  sk  working  res¬ 
ponsible  rmmte  for  apt  in  Watertown  nr 
public  trans.  Rent  $108  incl  heat.  No 
pets.  926-2083. _ (8) 

LF  to  share  3  bdrm  duplex  in  Watertown 
$145  pis  V3  of  utilities.  Call  926-3089 
after  6  pm. _ (8) 

Brighton  —  quiet  responsible  GWM 
seeks  similar  to  share  modern  2 
bedroom  apt  on  T  line  $212.50/mo 
heated  plus  Vi  of  utils.  GCN  Box  315.  (9) 
LF  is  looking  for  1  F  rmmte  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  in  Cool  Cor  Brookline.  Rent 
(incl  heat)  $205/mo.  277-5970  after  7  pm. 
Keep  trying. 

(10) 

GM  24  seeks  1  or  2  to  share  in 
Bos/Camb  area.  Resp  mature  sense  of 
humor.  I  am  conscious  but  not  dogmat¬ 
ic.  Smoke,  pets  OK.  Call  if  U  have  place 
(401)751-8064.  Ask  for  John  R. _ (8) 

GF  35  looking  for  quiet  independent 
prof  woman  to  rent  small  room  in  house 
near  290  Worc-Shrewsbury.  Write  GCN 
Box  308. _ (8) 

Roommates  needed  to  share  Ig  sunny 
hse  on  Ft  Hill.  Possible  work  exchange 
for  rent  or  $80/mo  +  utils  &  sec  dep.  13 
rooms,  fireplaces.  Workshop  &  tools 
avail  for  use.  Gd  neighbors,  else  to  pub 
trans.  Larry  426-7042  days. 

One  person  wanted  for  very  large  sunny 
4  bedroom  duplex  d/d  2  baths  carpeting 
exposed  brick  250  +  South  End  Warren 
Ave  536-8226  morns  &  eves. _ (8) 

APARTMENTS 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQUARE 
1  br  w/kitchenette  share  bath  all  util 
incl  175/mo.  Also  1  br  apt  280/mo  no  util 
call  247-0570, _ (8) 


HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  UP 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  do  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108  _ 


FOR  SALE 


CERNUNOS  —  THE  HORNED  ONE 

Fairie  Spirit  Fairie  Love  T-Shirt 
Gold,  Green  &  Brown  Printing  on  Tan 
100%  Cotton,  Sm,  Med,  Lg.  $7.  To: 
LASIS 

PO  51012  New  Orleans,  LA  70151. 
_  (11) 

EROTIC  CRAFT  DESIGNS! 

Great  holiday  gifts!  Lots  of  fun! 
$7.00/set  from  Fannie  Mae  Climaxe, 
Box  120776,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  (15) 


GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOMEN 
Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)  487-3232. _ (8,8) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 

Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 

CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650.  March  thru  November. 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


GCH  SPECIALS 


Ron  Reagan:  Fascist  Gun  In 
The  West 

T-shirts, 
100%  cotton 
(m,  lg,  xl) 
$7  pp. 
(rank  2  colors) 

Buttons, 
bumperstickers 
$1.25  ea.  pp. 

Lian-Artz.  P.O.  Box  3776 
Mpls.,  Mn.  SS403 


(Shirt  Art) 


Twin  mattress  &  springs  &  Harvard 
frame  in  exc  cond.  $40.  Lisa,  eves: 
783-0933.  _ (?) 


MOYERS 


Shana  and  Steph 
Lesbian  Movers 
Four  Years  Experience 
436-2583. 


J8) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844, _ (cj 


DESKS  &  FILE  CABINETS  NEEDED 

GCN's  growing  pains  can  be  (tempora¬ 
rily)  soothed  by  a  desk  and  a  legal  size 
file  cabinet  (or  two!).  Let  Mike  know  if 

you  can  help.  Please.  426-4469. _ 

WOODEN  DESK  NEEDED 
GCN  needs  a  desk  for  a  new  staff 
member.  (He  likes  wood  ones  best.)  If 
you  have  an  old  one  that's  of  no  use  to 
you,  call  426-4469  and  we’ll  try  to  get  it 
together  to  pick  it  up.  Thank  you. 

PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  free  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 

Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

WHAT’S  THE  WORD,  BIRD? 

GCN  needs  news  writers  to  let  our 
readers  know  what’s  happening  in  les 
bian  and  gay  communities  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  No  pre 
vious  writing  experience  is  necessary 
—  just  a  burning  desire  to  get  the  word 
out!  If  you'd  like  to  volunteer  your 
services,  write  or  call  Denise  Sudell  at 
GCN.  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston,  MA 
02108,  (617)  426  4469. 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 

; _ _ _ (40) 

CENTER  FOR  WELLNESS 
Acupuncture 
Wellness  Counseling 
Exercise  and  Body  work 
Karen  Black,  Reg  Acu  926-8769 
Insurance  Accepted 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon.  (c) 

LANDSCAPING— GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens— 267-6188. _ (c) 


LF  roommate  (28  +  )  wanted  to  share 

large,  lovely  Camb  apt  w/LF  35,  2  cats, 
piano,  fireplace,  215  includes  all.  Sept 
or  Oct  call  661-6399. _ (7) 

Business  person/graduate  student 
seeks  quiet  rmmate-only-to  share  fn  2 
br,  2  bath  apt  on  Comm  nr  Vendome. 
$325.  Call  Martin  266-0857,  eves.  (8) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  wall,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. _ 

Male  housemate(s)  wanted  8  rm  con¬ 
temporary  West  suburbs  30  min  Boston 
3  Br  pvt  bath  separate  level.  All  com¬ 
forts,  swim  pool,  privacy.  Ask  $250  + 
share  energy  cost.  References.  (617) 
443-8044.  (8) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


First  4  lines 


_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 

Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


Name 


Address 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 


WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. _ _ 

VOLUNTEER  INDEXER(S)  NEEDED! 
Work  on  the  GCN  index  which  is  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  reference  tool.  Flexi¬ 
ble  hours.  If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and 
would  like  to  help,  we’d  be  happy  to  ex¬ 
plain  in  detail  just  what’s  involved  in 
this  project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask 
for  M ichael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

LIE  DOWN  ON  THE  JOB??? 
Sometimes  we'd  like  to,  or  at  least  we’d 
like  to  be  comfortably  seated.  If  anyone 
has  a  nice  couch  to  contribute  to  our 
well-being,  we  would  love  to  have  it. 
Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS,  AND  ON 
When  the  weather  sizzles,  GCN  staffers 
melt.  We  have  no  air  conditioning,  and 
couldn't  take  the  electricity  costs  if  we 
had.  We  can  use  fans.  If  anyone  out 
there  would  like  to  help  cool  us  off,  by 
donating  a  fan,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

HELP 

GCN  distributor  needs  a  place  to  park 
the  GCN  truck.  I  park  in  the  Central 
Square  area  &  need  some  visitor  per¬ 
mits.  Any  other  suggestions  before  we 
get  the  boot?  Leave  message  for 
Barbara  at  426-4469. 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

I  am  working  on  an  article  for  GCN 
about  lesbian  mothers  coming  out  to 
their  children.  If  you’d  like  to  share  your 
experiences  in  doing  this  or  discuss 
your  reasons  for  not  coming  out,  please 
write  to  Gia  Berkman,  do  GCN,  22  * 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  If 
you  use  real  names  in  your  description, 
please  indicate  if  they  should  be 
changed  in  the  article. 


PRISONERS 


I’d  like  to  get  to  know  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  movement  politically  and  person¬ 
ally.  We  need  more  Star  Carters  (GCN 
article  on  organizing  gay  prisoners)  in 
the  struggle  on  the  outside  and  on  the 
inside  of  these  human  warehouses 
where  anything  goes  to  keep  the  gay 
population  divided  from  the  rest  and 
itself.  Does  anybody  out  there  want  to 
take  about  what's  happening  from  a 
Marxist  perspective?  Write:  Albert 
CLARK  79909,  CCR  Dtier  cage  5, 
Angola^A7071^^^^^^^^<4] 

Prisoners 


Looking  for  correspondence  with  gay 
men  and  women,  race  and  age  unimpor¬ 
tant.  I  like  sports,  sex,  reading  and 
meeting  new  people.  Write:  Daniel 
HASSLER,  75B246,  Box  51,  Comstocks 
NY  12821. _ _ _  (4) 

Need  to  hear  from  someone  as  soon  as 
possible.  I’m  27,  a  Libra  and  sooooo 
lonely!  Come  on!  Add  some  spice  to 
■  my  life  by  writing  me.  Charles  W. 
MALONE,  Jr.  026697,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (4) 

I’m  not  sure  if  I’m  a  bisexual  or  a  closet 
gay  but  I  love  gay  relationships  and  I'll 
continue  them  until  I  discover  the  true 
me.  I’m  23  and  have  been  here  since  I 
was  18  and  am  losing  myself  in  this 
loneliness.  Let’s  share  a  little  of  our 
lives.  Donald  BANKS  145-541,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (4) 

Warm  heart,  understanding  and  worldly 
wise  man  seeks  intelligent  and  sincere 
persons  for  correspondence.  Right  on, 
Gay  Community  News!!  Michael 
JORDAN,  C -61622,  Box  112,  Joliet,  IL 
60434. _ (4) 

Masculine  gay  seeks  counterpart.  Want 
mature  lasting  relationship.  Release 
and  relocation  soon.  Write:  Anthony 
LINGLE,  A01397,  Box  87,  Menard,  IL 
62259. _ (4) 

Since  Georgia  don’t  pay  its  prisoners,  I 
can't  pay  for  a  sub  but  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  one  anyhow  and  also  to  publish 
my  name  in  your  list  so  I  can  maybe  get 
some  letters  to  brighten  up  my  days. 
Thanks.  Ray  SHARP,  69977,  M-4,  Reids- 
ville.GA  30453. _ (4) 

Lonely  man  30  interested  in  corres¬ 
ponding  with  sincere  person.  Will 
answer  for  sure.  Write:  Bernard  SAN¬ 
DERS  2063,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. _ (4) 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  people  I 
can  identify  with  and  give  my  mind 
some  exercise.  Please  write:  Kim 
PRICE  050511,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (4) 

I  put  an  ad  in  your  paper  some  time  ago 
and  didn’t  get  a  response  from  anyone* 1. 

I  believe  I  was  too  'square'  in  my  ad. 
Please  run  this  new  one.  I’m  Randy 
ORICK  142376.  Into  leather,  cycles, 
books  and  love.  Looking  for  a  mature 
gay  man  to  write  and  hopefully  start  a 
relationship.  Love  and  kisses.  P.O.  Box 
779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855. _ (4) 

I  just  read  the  June  14  issue  of  your 
magazine  and  enjoyed  every  article. 
Please  put  me  in  your  penpal  section. 
This  loneliness  is  killing  me.  Sincerely, 
Robert  L.  GARY,  5621,  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  IN  46360. _ (6) 


I  like  photography  and  just  about  any 
kind  of  music  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  guy  of  any  age.  I'd  write  more 
but  I  suppose  you're  busy  and  I  don’t 
want  to  make  a  nuisance  of  myself. 
Take  care  and  thanks.  Chuck  WILSON, 
155-891,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140.  _ (6) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

FAGBAITING  TEENAGERS? 

If  "teenage  “macho  men”  are  persecut¬ 
ing  you,  you  should  join  us.  Gay  rights 
from  a  unique  nfew  approach.  Write 
Membership,  Jacobin  Press,  PO  Box 
8011,  Jersey  City ,  N J  07308. _ (10) 

JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)262-3057. _ (26) 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors 

a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund  raising  event.  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every  Sun.  Info  & 
office  hrs  661  3633.  All  women  invited 
to  participate.  (c) 


WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
'and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  C/O  Cambridge  Women's  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA  02139  (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 

political  action,  since  1976. _ 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alii-' 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. _ 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
,NYC.  212-243-8181. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
•with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
■York,  NY  10011, _ 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02215. 
_ (SO) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00.  

Metropolitan  Community  Church  c 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  ,  131  Cambridge 

St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church). 

Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
(When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  no  on  til  midnight.  (20) 


PUBLICATIONS 


Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Llbera- 
ition  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ (21) 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news' 
weekly,  covers  black,  women's,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.  17  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011.  (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222.  (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. _ 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336 V2  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 

(1/mo) 


¥•¥#■¥¥#•¥•41 i  #  ¥  ¥  ¥  ¥  ¥  We  are  two  gay  inmates  here  at  the 


GCN  gets  lots  of  requests  for  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  In  this,  and  perhaps 
even  Increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
In  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  ’outside’^ 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  ‘justice’)  and  who’s  obvi¬ 
ously  very  lonely. 

4(Mjl)IMMM)(MM)¥¥¥ 

There  was  a  riot  here  at  Idaho  State  Pen 
because  of  the  terrible  conditions  and 
now  I’m  alone  because  they've  trans¬ 
ferred  out  my  best  friends  to  other 
prisons  and  taken  my  things.  Would 
some  reader  of  GCN  write  me?  I  enjoy 
the  paper  very  much.  Because  I’m  gay 
I’ve  had  a  lot  of  troubles  in  here, 
beatings  and  bad  treatment  and  my 
parents  and  friends  have  disowned  me, 
but  I  still  feel  something  can  be  worked 
out.  Michael  HOLDEN,  16954,  Box  14,  A 
block,  C-69,  Boise,  ID  83707. _ (12) 

Artist/Lifer  desires  caring  gay  relation¬ 
ship  for  business  pleasure.  Kevin  Taft 
(’Taffy')  JOHNSON,  13117,  Box  41, 

Michigan  City.  IN  46360. _ Q2) 

Soon  to  be  released  and  would  like  to 
relocate  away  from  Illinois,  I'm  20  and 
desperately  in  need  of  help  in  rpaking  a 
new  start.  Please  write  Timothy 
LYNCH,  A88174,  Box  87,  Menard,  IL 
62259. _ (12) 


Attica  Correctional  Facility  and  we 
would  like  other  gay  people  out  in  the 
free  world  to  communicate  with.  Lester 
BRUNDIGE  73B-5222  Box  149  Attica, 
New  York  14011  and  Michael  DIORIO 
#74A-1851  Box  149  ATTICA  New  York 
14011 _ (11) 

Want  a  friend?  I’ll  answer  any  and  all 
letters.l'm  thirty  years  old,  average 
looking  and  enjoy  meeting  people. 
Tommy  DUNN  069678  P.O.  Box  158  — 
Building  6  Lowell,  Fla.  32663.  (11) 

I  want  to  find  someone  sexy  and  hot 
and  understanding  I  happen  to  be  a 
young,  sexy,  and  cute  man  who  is  tem¬ 
porarily  confined  and  will  be  out  in  a 
few  months,  so  I  want  something  to 
respond  to  thats  nice  and  sweet. 
Ronald  BELL  91614  Camp  C  tigen-2- 
Angola  LA  70712 _ (11) 

Every  one  has  persecuted  me  simply 
because  Im  gay.  I  prefer  this  life  style, 
Im  feminine  and  like  people  who 
understand  this.  Write  Billie  WILCHER 
#136-528  p.o.  box  45699  Lucasville, 
Ohio  45699 _ (11) 

"WANTED"  pen  pal.  Lorenzo  STONE 
#10006  P.O.  Box  41  Michigan  City  Ind. 
46360 _ _ _ (11) 

I  am  looking  for  a  friend,  would  you  be 
that  friend?  I  am  a  gay  prisoner  looking 
for  correspondance.  David  HAMMER 
#97392  rt.1  Box  548  Lexington  Okla. 
73051  (11) 

Sincere  person  looking  for  the  same,  to 
write  to  43  yrs.  old,  working  on  my  col¬ 
lege  degree.  Am  interested  in  a  truthful 
lasting  friendship,  Artist-Writer-Stamp 
collecting.  Neil  MARTELL  #267929  Ellis 
unit  -h-19  Huntsville  Texas  77340  (11) 


I  am  a  very  lonely  death  row  inmate. 
Wishing  to  hear  from  gay  brothers  and 
sisters.  Have  lost  communication  with 
outside  world.  All  letters  will  be 
answered.  Steven  HATCH,  107214,  Box 
97,  McAlester,  OK  94501. _ (12) 

I’m  a  very  lonely  gay  man  who’s  been  in 
prison  for  a  little  over  3  years  now  and  I 
miss  my  freedom  very  much.  Anyone 
who  would  like  to  write  a  brother  in 
need,  here  I  am.  James  CODY,  257061, 
Box  520,  Walla  Walla,  WA  99362.  (12) 

Congratulations  on  the  very  uplifting 
job  you  are  doing  by  awakening  the  gay 
people  to  their  true  liberation.  Prison 
life  is  so  frustrating.  Loneliness  is  pos¬ 
sessing  my  very  soul.  Please  write 
George  ROWE,  GSP  Box  67005  #M-1, 
Reidsville,  GA  30499.  (12) 

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

lilPare  trying  to  start  a  Prisoner 
V*  C  Project  to  do  outreach  (especi¬ 
ally  to  lesbian  prisoners),  to  send  out 
books  and  letters,  and  to  help  do 
research  on  prisoners’  mail  rights 
(making  more  public  the  harassment 
that  wardens  and  prison  mail  rooms 
exercise  over  lesbian  and  gay  prison¬ 
ers).  If  you’re  interested  write  Mike 
Riegle  at  GCN.  Also,  we  send  FREE 
subscriptions  to  prisoners  who  ask. 
Contributions  to  help  GCN  do  this  are 

most  welcomel _ __ 

######  ¥  ¥  ¥  ¥  ¥  # #  # 

I  am  still  holding  on  to  my  dignity, 
sanity  and  inner  strength  towards  all 
oppositions/obstacles.  To  help  me  in 
these  endeavors,  I  am  looking  for  cor¬ 
respondence  from  gay  brothers  and 
sisters  on  the  outside.  Roosevelt 
WILLIAMSON,  #75A-0795,  Cell  #A2-219, 
DrawerB,  Stormville,  NY  12582  (10) 

I  received  your  address  from  a  friend. 
I’m  very  lonely  and  would  love  to 
become  pen-pals  with  anyone  that 
chooses  to  write.  Any  consideration 
given  this  request  will  be  greatly 
honored  and  forever  appreciated. 
Alonzo  Winfred  BRYANT,  S-1-N-4 
#039346,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 
_ (10) 

Have  no  one  to  correspond  with. 
Hoping  this  ad  will  touch  someone  to 
pick  up  the  pen  and  jot  down  a  few 
things.  I  want  to  get  a  good  correspond¬ 
ence  relationship  going.  Jimmy 
PURVIS  #067826,  P.O.  Box  158-M.C.I., 
Confinement  Cell  #9,  Lowell,  FL  32663 

(10) 


If  you  can  help  me  learn  something 
about  prisoners  rights  and  litigation 
rules,  PLEASE  write  to  me.  I’m  trying 
basically  by  myself  to  fight  my  way  out 
of  this  unjust  situation.  My  name  is 
Kenneth  GREEN,  Box  45699  #139000, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (12) 

Do  you  have  a  question  about  transsex¬ 
uals?  Will  answer  questions  free,  from 
personal  experience  and  from  library 
research.  Reynaldo  RAMIREZ,  89178 
Magnolia  3,  Angola,  LA  70712. _ (12) 

I  am  a  homosexual  and  have  been  con¬ 
victed  of  a  crime  (rape)  that  I  truly  did 
not  commit,  because  I  am  a  black  man 
and  also  an  open  homosexual  who 
stands  up  for  my  rights  as  a  gay  person. 
Since  I  am  here  I  have  been  studying 
the  history  of  rape  and  rape  charges 
being  used  against  black  people.  I’m 
trying  to  get  back  into  court  to  defend 
myself  but  I  need  some  help  from  you 
all,  some  books  on  gay  rights  and 
prisoners  rights  or  some  advice.  Thank 
you,  Lavanea  JACKSON,  73862,  RSP 
Reidsville,  GA  30499. _ (12) 

Hello,  I'm  from  Massachusetts  and  in 
prison  for  worthless  checks.  I’m  in  the 
prison  hospital  now  for  osteo  and  it’s 
really  lonely.  My  sentence  is  for  2  years. 
Please  write  James  MAY,  069576, 
Hospital  bed  #220E,  Box  628,  Lake 
Butler,  FL  32054. _ (12) 

While  being  incarcerated  here,  I  have 
read  GCN  and  it  was  very  agreeable  to 
my  criterion.  I  am  gay  and  respectfully 
request  that  I  might  receive  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  time. 
Readers  may  write:  Albert  J.  JONES, 
Esq.  042963,  P.O.  Box  158  DC5,  Marion 
Correctional  Institute,  Lowell,  FL 
32663.  (9) 

Lonely  and  in  desperate  need  of 
someone  to  acknowledge  my  exis¬ 
tence.  I  desire  correspondence  with 
concerned  and  realistic  people.  Letters 
should  be  addressed  to:  Robert 
MCGEE,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140 _ (10) 

I  have  no  friends  and  would  like  to  start 
corresponding  with  people  to  keep  up 
with  what  is  going  on  in  the  world. 
Leroy  ROBERTSON,  90963  Camp, 
C-T-2,  Angola,  LA  70712 _ _,(10) 

Now  in  minimum  security  and  will  be 
receiving  weekends  home  soon!  Still 
looking  for  correspondence  from 
friends.  Peter  SULEWSKI  #143886,  BB 
Rt.  3,  Box  3333,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

(10) 


I  did  the  crime  "auto  thief”  and  now  I 
must  do  the  time.  Never  knew  it  would 
be  this  lonely.  Sure  would  appreciate 
and  enjoy  corresponding  with  bi-men. 
Write  James  WINTERS,  278048,  Ellis 
Unit,  Huntsville,  TX  77340. _ (12) 

I  have  been  transferred  and  would  like 
to  continue  receiving  GCN  but  am  not 
sure  they'll  let  it  in  here.  Kindly  send 
me  a  copy  and  if  it  doesn’t  get  through 
I’ll  file  a  complaint.  Sure  would  be  nice 
to  hear  from  some  of  your  readers. 
Thanks.  Marvin  BROCKETT,  04206-164, 
Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048.  (12) 

Have  no  way  of  getting  contact  with  the 
outside  world.  I’ve  been  lonesome  too 
long  and  don’t  have  anyone  to  write  to. 
Please  write  Derek  MILLER  #154-463, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699 
_ (10) 

I  read  the  paper  and  hope  to  find 
someone  to  write  to.  You  can  reach  me 
by  writing  to:  Stelman  R.  ROY, 
#152-475,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699.  _  (10) 

I  would  like  to  get  someone  to  write  me. 
I’ve  been  In  for  5  years  and  a  friend  gave 
me  the  address  for  the  paper.  Please 
write  Tne  back:  Charles  R.  KONETSKI, 
R.M.C.,  P.O.  Box  628,  Lake  Butler,  FL 
32054  A-067951.  (9) 

I  like  modelling,  I  used  to  travel  a  lot' 
because  I  love  meeting  new  people.  I 
have  been  locked  up  for  three  years 
now.  I  write  poetry  during  my  leisure 
time.  Write  Tommie  MARTINEZ,  146858 
6-B-2-14,  Rt.  3,  Box  3333,  Haggerstown, 
MDM.C.T.C.  21740. _ (9). 


I  have  been  receiving  the  paper  about 
six  months  now  and  enjoy  the  news 
very  much.  Need  correspondence  from 
anyone.  Life  is  very  lonely  when  you 
receive  no  mail.  Am  quiet  and  friendly. 
Floyd  J.  THIBODEAU,  1600  N.  Do,  Sioux 
Falls,  SD  57101 _ (10) 

I  have  lots  of  time  to  write  letters.  I 
would  enjoy  corresponding  with 
anyone  who  writes.  Some  of  my  inter¬ 
ests  are:  reading,  poetry,  all  sorts,  lis¬ 
tening  to  music  and  meeting  people. 
Steven  PIERCE,  No.  152-736,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (10) 

I  am  alone  and  very  interested  in  corres¬ 
ponding  with  "down  to  earth”  people. 
Interested  in  gay  politics,  writing, 
reading  &  partying.  Don’t  hesitate  to 
write.  J.W.  BURNETT  #10028,  P.O.  Box 
41,  Michigan  City,  Ind.  46360 _ (10) 


lolendof 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info:' 
786-2893. 


weekly  events 


Sundays 


Boston, MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  SboGov't  Ctr.).  Men  and  women 
2-4pm. 


ay 

Committee  (GRAC)  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 


Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr  ).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1 ,  Mon, 
Wed.  &  Fri  at  6  Info:  367-2776. 


661-3633. 


Now  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  P  '  “  '  * 


1426. 


.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  756 


mondays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  Info.  354-8807. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
—  -  '.7-1* 


Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 


mating. 

Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  for 
info. 


Brookline,  MA  —  Discussion  grouplncluding 
gay  and  bisexual  men  and  women.  New  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  731-6619. 


Brettleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground. 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so- 

;.  Mo . 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach.  3pm.  All  women  are  Invited.  Info: 


cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Wednesdays 


Boston,  MA  — _  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group 

of  Ga 


organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  for  gay  women  and 
. nfo:4; 


men  14-22.  Call  Hotline  for  Info:  426-9371,  M-F 
6-1 2pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  is  growing. 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-midnight)  for 
info. 

Boston,  MA  -  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:3f^8P,m- f6"' 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  atop).  267-7573. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-1 0pm.  Cambridge  Women's  • 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somenrllle,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  In  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 
6:30-8:30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  atop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  long  or  aa  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1  pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestlta/transsexual 


Providence,  Rl  —  iransvesi 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


New  York,  NY  -  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9: 30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Patrol  needs  volunteers  to 
help  stop  violence  against  gays  In  the  Fenway 
Victory  Garden.  Info:  266-3780  or  367-1394. 


New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Last 
wed.  of  the  month.  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  675-9227. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40, 67pm;  swimming  for  men 
o'  all  ages  7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.)  Info:  625-7924. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 

Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church: 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Closet  Space"  (WCAS, 
740AM),  a  weekly  public  affairs  program  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  Ilam-lpm.  Men  and  women. 
282-9161  for  Info. 


New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 


tuesdays 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8.30pm.  279-0707. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesda" 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near 
yard  Sa.1  Info:  876-6883. 


ty  at 
Har- 


Boston,  MY  —  GayWay  (WBUR90.9FM)  Week¬ 
ly  radio  program  featuring  interviews,  news, 
current  events  and  music.  8:30pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1 131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


New  Bedford,  MA  -  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 


Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336,  or 
Joe  897-7813.  All  invited. 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm. 
Info:  278-5475. 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 


fhursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(baalcally  cutting  ana  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
426-4469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661  -3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Alternate  Thursdays  from  7-9pm.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  Newcomers  are 
very  welcome.  Info:  Judy  661-1436  or  Dee 
7223. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 

of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  252  County 
St.  7pm  996-3343. 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)/NY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674. 


Saturdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  BAGLY.  Call  Hotline  for  info: 
426-9371. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  1-4pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  end 
under.  Info:'  Mark  7994)388  or  Michael 
236-2397. 


coming  events 
sept  0  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  (WBZ,  Channel  4  TV)  Aaron 
Fricke,  who  successfully  won  a  court  fight  to 
take  his  gay  date  to  his  high  school  prom,  will 
be  on  the  Sharon  King  Show.  12:30-1pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  meeting 
for  people  interested  In  planning  community 
events  as  part  of  the  committee  s  year-round 
organizing  work.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:30pm  sharp. 

40  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  Wednesday  evening 
rap  group,  7-9pm,  for  gay  youth  and  lesbians 
14-22.  (Call  Hotline  for  Info:  4269371,  M-F 
612pm.) 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Dykes  Opposed 
to  Nuclear  Technology.  7pm  (confirm).  Info: 
477-4031.  All  women  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 


4  4  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  Is  forming  a  lesbian 
rap  group  for  women  22  and  under.  7-9pm.  Call 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  for  info:  M-F 
612pm  or  call  BAGLY  Wed.  eve  3369472. 


Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  WITH 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT.  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS  FUNI 

Boston,  MA  —  AmTIkva  will  hold  its  annual 
Rosh  Hashana  service  at  8pm.  Northeastern 
U.  Hlllel  House,  456  Parker  St.  (near  Hunting- 
ton  Ave.). 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Feminist  The¬ 
ater  will  present  Its  original  plays  Paper 
Weight  and  Internal  Injury  tonight  thru  Oct.  4. 
Info:  (401)  273-8654. 


12  fri 


loston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING 
)UT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
)ETAILS.  IT’S  FUNI 


Northampton,  MA  —  Gay  men  and  friends 
coffeehouse.  Open  to  all  women  and  men. 
Violet  Ray  Lbft,  19  Hawley  St.  8pm-1am.  $1 
donation. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women  performers  wanted 
for  prospective  women's  coffeehouse  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Third  world  and  older  women  espe¬ 
cially  invited.  Call  734-2336  any  evening  start¬ 
ing  tonight. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov't  Ctr.),  Stannlford 
St.  entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  2361914. 


4$  sat 

Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman's  Place:  Sweet  Sensa¬ 
tions:  exploring  ways  to  enhance  and  expand 
our  sexuality.  Workshops,  presentation  of 
erotica.  Info:  (518)  8269970. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  Convergence.  A  full 
day  of  workshops  on  the  lesbian  experience, 
followed  by  vegetarian  feast,  dancing  and 
midnight  swim.  Info:  YWCA  Women's  Ser¬ 
vices  (203)  5261163. 


44  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  Boston 
NOW  will  have  an  open  house  for  all  inter¬ 
ested  women.  4  Wallace  Court  (Charlestown). 
Info:  661-6015. 

New  York,  NY  —  Forum:  "Sex  and  the 
Medieval  Church,”  an  examination  of 
Boswell's  book  Christianity,  Social  Tolerance 
and  Homosexuality.  Speakers  Include  Wayne 
Dynes,  Warren  Johansson,  and  John  Laurlt- 
sen.  2pm.  66  E.  4th  St.  Donation  $2. 


45  mon 

Medford,  MA  —  Registration  begins  for 
classes  at  the  Women's  Community  School. 
Info:  6262525. 


47  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  (Quakers)  meet  for  potluck, 
worship  and  sharing  every  3rd  Wednesday  at 
6:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park.  Info:  497-1254. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 
Boston  Chapter  of  NOW  meets  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  6:30pm.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  661-6015. 

46  thurs 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
begins  25th  year  with  Merle  Miller  speaking. 
8:30pm.  Greenwich  House,  7th  Ave.  at  Barrow 
St.  Info:  242-4140. 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEDS  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE  PAPER. 
SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS 
FUN! 


49  fri 

Northsmpton,  MA  —  Gay  Men  and  Friends 
Coffeehouse.  Open  to  all  women  and  men. 
Violet  Ray  Loft,  19  Hawley  St.  8pm-1am.  SI 
donation. 

Boston,  MA  —  —  Chiltern  Hiking  Week. 

Come  to  New  Hampshire  for  a  night  or  two  or 
the  whole  week.  Info:  Roy  (617)  625-7924  (h)  or 
864-5770  X2577,  or  call  Bliss  at  (603)  8865583. 

oct  5  sun 

Manchester,  NH  —  New  Hampshire  Coalition 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Conference  at  New 
Hampshire  College.  9am-5pm.  Workshops 
Include:  gay  parents,  rural  gays,  lesbian 
health  Issues  and  support  groups.  Info: 
NHCLGM,  Box  521,  Concord,  NH  03301. 


The  deodiine  for  Colendor  Items  is  Tuesdoy  ot  noon  for  the  following  Issue, 


